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Good News Letter 
 Stuart  Congregational Church is a mission community created and  

empowered by the Holy Spirit as a tool to draw all people to Christ. 
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

 

  

President’s Corner 
 

Spring Has Sprung 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Spring has officially arrived!  Our clocks moved forward with the Daylight Savings Time change 
giving us more evening light.  It is nice getting home from work and having enough light to go for 
a bike ride or walk the dog.  Robins have passed through on their way north.  The Cardinals are 
singing and busy building their nests.  Grass is turning green and flowers are starting to bloom.  
The weather is perfect and we do live in paradise.  Spring also is the time our northern friends 
start to head home.  Please drive safely and have a great summer.  We will miss you.  Oh by the 
way, it is still snowing.  
 

The Spring Program will be starting after Easter.  A nine week program will be offered on 
Wednesday nights starting with supper at 5:30 PM.  Each week one of our ministries will be pre-
paring the meal and also offering a description of what their ministry is about.  This is a big effort 
on the part of the teams and it is important that the congregation support them.  Where else can 
you get a fabulous meal for $5.  Please join us for the fellowship. 
 

Following the dinner we are offering three study programs that have a wide range of interest and 
appeal to different groups in our congregation.  I’m hoping we’ll have your support and good at-
tendance.  Programs will start at 6:30 PM.  Our first offering is the Alpha Course that presents a 
basic overview of Christian faith.  Our second offering is the Intentional Parenting Course led by 
Doug Fields who is a youth minister.  This is a video course.  The third offering is Financial Peace 
University led by Dave Ramsey.  This program is also video-based and requires workbooks and 
course materials.  I hope one of these programs appeals to you and you’ll sign up and commit 
your time. 
 

Our search for the Director of Youth Ministries is progressing.  The Search Committee is getting a 
good response from our ads and the resumes are being submitted for review.  The quality of the 
applicants is very encouraging and I believe the position will be filled shortly. 
 

I want to thank everyone for your support.  Our first quarter has been strong.  We have real good 
attendance at all three services and our finances are in line with the budget.      
 

     Sincerely, 

    Curtis L Quinter  
         President 
      Stuart Congregational Church 
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The Good News Letter is published monthly during the winter and bi-monthly during the summer by the Stuart Congregational Church .   

There is no charge for a subscription. 

 

The church is located at the corner of Aster Lane and Ruhnke Streets, one half mile north of Indian Street. 
Mailing address: 3110 SE Aster Lane, Stuart, FL 34994.  Telephone: (772) 287-5951.   

Website: www.stuartcongregationalchurch.org 

 

 Rev. Dr. Timothy Roberts: Pastor 
 Jeanne Koeper:  “Good News Letter” Layout Artist, Editor and Publisher 

 Deadline for articles is the 10th of the month preceding each publication. 

 

Your Staff 

 

Rev. Dr. Timothy Roberts 

Pastor 

 
 

 

 

Teresa McCArgo 

Children’s Ministry 
 

 

Mark Nygard 

Youth &  

Worship Ministries 

 

 

Esther Easley 

Music Director 

 

 
 

 

Jeanne Koeper 
Office Administrator 

 

 

John Tierney 

Custodian 

 

 

Office Hours 

8:30 AM—12:30 PM 

Monday-Friday 

 

 

Worship Times: 

Sundays: 

8:00 AM Chapel 

10:00 AM Sanctuary  

11:14 AM Chapel 

 

Nursery Care available 
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    BEST PRACTICES 
Dear Friends, 

 

If you start a small business, or a fraternal chapter or club, or a community sports team, your 

progress will be greatly advanced by learning from the successes of others. A physician opens a 

medical “practice,” based on the well tread path of other doctors. A mechanic or a plumber 

does the same with those who they follow. A new Rotary Club learns from the history of other 

chapters. So does your tennis or golf organization.  The church is no different. 

 

The church learns its “Best Practices,” first of all, from the Bible. The Book of Acts and Paul’s 

epistles illustrate the way the church did, and should, function. For example, in Acts 2:42 it 

says, “They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the break- ing 

of bread and to prayer.” The first practices of the early church involved regular study of 

God’s word, regular relationship building, regular meals together, and regular prayer. Those are great best practices for 

us to follow! 

 

While we look to scripture for “Best Practices,” we also look to the “successes” of other churches, including our own 

church. Here are some examples of “Best Practices” in certain areas of church life: 

 

FINANCES: 

• The church’s debt ratio should always be less than 100% (The SCC ratio is 15%). 

• The church’s debt to budget ratio should be between 10-15% (The SCC ratio is .03%). 

• Staffing costs should consume 40-60% of the church’s budget (At SCC it is 58%). 

• Staffing costs above 55% are normal for churches with little or no debt. 

• Building expenses should consume 15-20% of the annual budget (At SCC it is 18%) 

• Ministry programming expenses should consume 30% or more of the budget (At SCC it is 23%). 

It is clear that our debt is extremely low, and so is our financial support for ministry programming. Practice praying for, 

and financially supporting, our ministries at healthy levels of functioning. 

 

WITNESS: 

One survey of 22 churches in Indianapolis, Philadelphia and Atlanta asked people the question: “What brought you to this 

church?” Here were the results: 

• 2% came because of an advertisement. 

• 6% came because of a pastor’s invitation. 

• 6% came because of an organized outreach program. 

• 86% came because of an invitation of a friend or family member. 

• In the last year less than 2% of church members invited a friend to worship. 

It is clear that people primarily come to the church, and to faith in Christ, through YOUR personal invitation. Practice reg-

ularly inviting friends and family to SCC. 

 

CARE: 

People seek a church out of need. One survey asked, “What brought you to seek a church family?” Here were the results: 

• 50% of respondents had just moved to the area. 

• 10% of respondents were moving into a marital relationship. 

• 40% of respondents were experiencing some sort of crisis or transition. 

It is clear that people are open to connecting with YOU, the church, and to faith when they are new to the area, entering a 

new relationship, or are experiencing a crisis. Practice reaching out in care to folks in these transitional situations. 

 

HOSPITALITY: 

Newcomers form their most lasting impression of a church within the first ten seconds after driving onto the campus.  

Within 90 seconds of entering the building, newcomers determine whether or not they are genuinely welcomed. 

 • 12-15% of first time guests will become members of a church. 

 • 40-50% of second time guests will become members of a church. 

 • 60-75% of third time guests will become members of a church. 

 • When follow-up visits by church members are made within the first 24 hours, 70% of newcomers return the following Sunday.   

 • A warm & welcoming congregation, and activities for families with children are the top two predictors of a guest 

  returning to a church. 

It is clear that people respond to positive attention and to a welcoming community. Practice welcoming people to SCC 

like you are welcoming a visitor to your own home. 
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DISCIPLESHIP: 

A national study of protestant congregations revealed that most churches have large numbers of individuals who are 

spiritually stagnant. They have not grown significantly in their faith. Here are some positive & negative statistics: 

• Churches that are growing numerically are growing spiritually. 

• In spiritually growing congregations classes are formed around essential biblical content, and participants 

move from class to class. 

• In spiritually decaying congregations fellowship exerts influence over class content. 

• A majority of church members rarely read the Bible. 

• 2/3 of church members never encourage others to believe in Christ. 

• 2/3 of church members believe that following the Ten Commandments and obeying rules is sufficient for their 

salvation. 

• Only half of American adults can name even one of the four Gospels. 

• Adults learn best when they take responsibility for their own learning. The looming threat is that we will not be 

able to pass our faith to the next generation. This is important because a recent survey indicates: 

• 80% of youth report feeling “at risk.” 

• 90% of students active in a church youth group do not go to church by the time they are sophomores in col-

lege, and 1/3 never return. 

• The family is the single most important influence in nurturing the faith of children. 

• Parents are 2 to 3 times more influential than any church program. 

• Families prosper by impressing faith on their children in the home. 

It is clear that biblical illiteracy is growing in the American church, and that trend has a negative generational impact. 

Practice actively growing in your faith and pass on your growth to the next generation in your family, as well as 

in our church family. 

 

I could expound on more “Best Practices,” but I pray that these practices and statistics will spur you to deeper growth 

and richer involvement in your own faith. 

 

In the Grip of Grace! 

 

Pastor Tim 

 

BEING CONGREGATIONALISTS… 
 
“The church covenant is still the organizing principle of Congregational churches and is the centerpiece of the reception of new 

members. When individuals ‘own the covenant,’ they participate in the mystical act of creating the body of Christ on earth. In 

voluntarily agreeing to the covenant, the individual believer becomes one of many who are sincerely seeking to follow Christ, 

not because they must, but because they may; not responding fearfully to the judgment of God, but joyously to the love of 

God.” 

 

Excerpt taken from The Art and Practice of The Congregational Way, by the Rev. Dr. Elizabeth Mauro 

 

 

 

 

 

COFFEE 

WITH JESUS 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat 

     

1 
 

2                
8:30 AM   Men’s  Breakfast 

3 
8:00 AM      Worship                  
10:00 AM     Worship      
11:14  AM     Epic Worship 
11:14  AM     Kid’s Church 
12:30 PM      Youth Group 

5:30 PM         Missional                                                  
                            Bible Study 

4                                                                                                

8:00 AM    Bd. of  Property             

5:30 PM    Bd. of  Deacons 

5                      
7:30 AM  Men’s Disciple Cafe          
4:30 PM Homework Angels 
5:30 PM Stephen Ministry 

6                
10:00 AM   Women of Faith                                     
5:30 PM       Family Dinner    
16:30 PM    Family Program    

8:00 PM      EPIC Band  
                      Rehearsal 

7               
4:30 PM    Homework  Angels 
7:00 PM   Choir Rehearsal 

8 9 

10              
8:00 AM       Worship                  
10:00 AM     Worship      
11:14  AM    Epic Worship 
11:14 AM     Kid’s Church 

12:30 PM      Youth Group  

11               

 

12 
7:30 AM   Men’s Disciple Café 
1:00 PM    Outreach Committee 
4:30 PM  Homework  Angels 
    

13              
10:00 AM   Women of Faith                                     
5:30 PM     Family Dinner    
16:30 PM   Family Program    

8:00 PM    EPIC Band     
                    Rehearsal 

14 
11:30 AM   Women’s  
                      Fellowship                                   
4:30 PM     Homework  Angels     

7:00 PM     Choir 

15 16 

17               
8:00 AM       Worship                  
10:00 AM     Worship      
11:14  AM     Epic Worship 
11:14 AM      Kid’s Church 

12:30 PM      Youth Group  

18 19               
7:30 AM Men’s Disciple Café 
9:00 AM  Bd. Of Trustees 
4:30 PM  Homework  Angels 
5:30 PM Stephen Ministry 

20             
10:00 AM   Women of Faith                                     
5:30 PM      Family Dinner    
6:30 PM      Family Program    

8:00 PM      EPIC Band  
                       Rehearsal 

21             
2:00 PM  SCC Foundation 
4:30 PM  Homework  Angels 
7:00 PM   Choir Rehearsal 

22 23            
12:00 PM  Youth Spring 

Training Game 

24              
8:00 AM       Worship                  
10:00 AM     Worship      
11:14  AM     Epic Worship 
11:14 AM      Kid’s Church 

12:30 PM      Youth Group  

25 26              
7:30 AM Men’s Disciple Café 
4:30PM  Homework  Angels 
7:00 PM   Church Council 

27             
10:00 AM   Women of Faith                                     
5:30 PM     Family Dinner    
16:30 PM   Family Program    

8:00 PM    EPIC Band    
                    Rehearsal 

28              
4:30 PM Homework  Angels 
7:00 PM   Choir Rehearsal 

29 30 
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BOARD OF BUILDINGS AND PROPERTY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Board Members 

Paul Piatti, Chair 

Tom Brendal 

Ned Hughes 

Chuck Kolb 

Kevin McDonald 

Bill Potter 

Trish Smith 
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STEWARDSHIP NEWS! 

 
We are on the way to our total revenue goal of  more than 
$400,000. Your “Estimate of  Giving” cards allow us to 
plan our budget with a degree of  accuracy, and enable us 
to be good stewards of  our resources. We have received 
more than 124 “Estimate of  Giving” cards, totaling over 
$301,100.  Praise God, we are ahead of  schedule but still 
have a distance in order to reach our goal.    If  you have 
not yet returned your “Estimate of  Giving” card, please 
prayerfully consider doing so soon. Thank you for serv-
ing our Lord through your generosity! 

 
 

GIVING INSTRUMENTS 
 

As a convenience to you, SCC provides automatic bill pay and 
electronic giving. Automatic bill pay can be set up through your 
bank with a form we can provide. Electronic giving can be 
found on the “Invest” link on the SCC website. Thank you for 
your ongoing support of  the SCC ministries. 
 
 

ESTATE PLANNING 
 

Please remember Stuart Congregational Church in your estate 
planning. Our Endowment Funds and our Memorial Funds 
are two excellent opportunities for your giving consideration, 
be it through your wills, stocks, or as a named beneficiary of  
an insurance policy. This financially wise method of  steward-
ship helps ensure the long-term financial stability of  the 
church and provides a planned means for the church to con-
tinue its role in the lives of  our members and those to whom 
we reach out, in our community and beyond. 
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                            *********************************************        
 

WHAT IS A COLUMBARIUM? 

 

A Columbarium is a place where remains of people who are cremated have 

their ashes inured.  The Stuart Congregational Church has a Columbarium 

and the Columbarium Committee will gladly answer questions and show 

you the Columbarium location.  Please call any one of the committee  

members at the numbers listed below. 

 

Susan Powell:  286-2222; Connie and Dave Collin:  225-2389; and  

Carl Hoffman:  781-8167 

Committee  

Members: 
Susan Powell, Chair 
Connie Collin 
Dave Collin 

Carl Hoffman 

APRIL  BIRTHDAYS 
Otto Kaufmann     - April 1 
Larry Beachy, Ginny Corrigan & Shane Cullen - April 4 
Paul Piatti      - April 7 
Cahy Stroud      - April 9 
Bonnie Bakinowski     - April 10 
Nam Aschcraft     - April 12 
Georgia Dean      - April 14 
Chuck Kempf  & Sandra Davis   - April 16 
Tim Roberts      - April 17 
Jane Bogins      - April 20 
Kathy Sue Tranter     - April 21 
Bill Potter      - April 22 
Sally Voss      -  April 23 
Jami Cox      - April 24 
Barbara MacMannis     - April 25 
Jennifer Hicks      - April 27 
Dave Christensen     - April 28 

APRIL  ANNIVERSARIES 

 

 



 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Good News Letter    Page 10 



In the Grip of Grace! 

 

Pastor Tim 
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      Mark Nygard, Youth Ministry 



   

 

   

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   The Morgan Scott Project is a faith based, non-profit organization serving  

   Morgan and Scott Counties in the Appalachian area of East Tennessee. 

   

   Median income in Scott County is $17,500 a year, with an unemployment rate 

   of 10.2%, which is the lowest in the past ten years.  In 2013, the unemploy-

   ment rate reached 24%.  The poverty level for Scott County is 28.3%, which is 

   the fourth highest in the state.   

 

The Morgan Scott Project helps to provide many services to this area including assistance with the 

payment of utility bills and rent. 

 

Each April, we give out garden plants, seeds and fertilizer so folks can grow their own food.  We 

also have a canning class to show them how to preserve their extra food for the winter. 

 

We give out backpacks filled with school supplies at the beginning of each school year.  We also 

host work groups from all across the USA.  These work groups donate home repair for free to 

those in need.  During the Christmas season, we provide gifts to more than 1,400 children of low 

and no income families. 

 

The project provides food boxes filled with shelf-stable food, once a month.  Each Friday, we dis-

tribute fresh meat, fruit, vegetables, dairy products and bread  that Second Harvest donates to 

this worthy cause. 

 

We also have a free medical clinic for adults with no insurance.  Morgan Scott operates a Thrift 

Store that sells clothes, household items and furniture for very affordable prices. 

 

One of my favorite programs that Morgan Scott provides is the Educational Support Program 

which offers tuition, testing, textbooks and transportation for adults going back to school or tak-

ing job training. 

 

We do not have enough businesses to support all the non-profits that provide financial support, so 

we must depend on the generosity of Churches and individuals from outside the area to fill in the 

funding gaps. 

 

To do Christ’s work in this area, we are pleading for your  

financial support.  Thank you for whatever assistance 

 you can provide. 
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                      BOARD OF OUTREACH 

 

   

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

Board Members 

Chris Kemp, Chair 

Nam Ashcraft 

Evelyn Cianci 

Judi Laurence 

Marilyn McDonald 

Mary Moore 

Cathy Stroud 

Marie Walsh 
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The Foundation of Stuart Congregational Church 

 

Did you know that we have a foundation which gives members and friends an opportunity to make a lasting 

contribution to support the ministries of the church?  The donations given to the Foundation are invested to 

provide continuing income.   The principal of the contributions is held in trust; only the income is used.  

Therefore, a contribution will not only give financial support the year it is given, but also will continue to pro-

vide a financial resource each year thereafter.  It will be a gift that keeps on giving. 

  

There are various ways to make contributions. We will discuss a different one in each of our newsletters.  

  

Your Will: in addition to being one of the simplest ways to distribute your estate, your Will can also be a crea-

tive vehicle through which to make   thoughtful gifts. 

After providing for the needs of your loved ones, you may choose one of several ways to benefit causes you 

have enjoyed supporting during your lifetime. 

 

By having your attorney revise your Will or add a simple amendment (such 

as “I bequest 10% of my estate to Stuart Congregational Church"), you can 

make a charitable bequest of a dollar amount, a specific property, a per-

centage of your estate, or what is left after heirs have been taken care of.  

You may also wish to name one or more charitable recipients in case others 

you have named do not survive you.  

  

  

Thank you,  

 

Michael Emery                        

                                                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 DATE:  Thursday, April 14th at 11:30 AM 

 Fellowship Hall Pot Luck 

       Election of Officers 

 

    DATE:  Thursday May 12, 2016 at 10:30 AM 

 Fellowship Hall      

 Installation of Officers 

  Bring Your Own Lunch 

  Carpool to Port St. Lucie Botanical Gardens 

  ($5.00 Admission) 
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Women’s Fellowship Officers 

 

Vice President:  Karen Gianfortone 

Treasurer:  Carol Beachy 

Secretary:  Susan Moore 

President 

Marilyn Bleam 
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“Each one must do just as he has purposed in his heart, not grudgingly or under 

compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.“ 

 

Won’t you please consider giving a gift of cash or stock, or purchasing to donate these 

items on our (non-budgeted) wish list: 

 

Golf Cart - For valet assistance for our handicapped, elderly, etc. (Generously Purchased) 

Computer - For administrative office. 

Passenger Van – For youth group and adult group outings. 

Radio Spots – For advertising the ministries of SCC. 

Hospitality Cart – a mobile welcome wagon/information booth. 

Camcorder – For enhanced video recording of worship services. (Generously Purchased) 

Knocker Balls - For Youth group games and activities. 

Drum Cage Completion - For EPIC worship, helps noise control. (Generously Purchased) 

 

                 *************************************************************** 
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Dear Friends, 

 
Spring has come and our clocks have been changed.  It's so nice having the daylight 

later in the evening so the children can enjoy playing on the playground, after they 
have eaten dinner on Wednesday nights bible study.  
 

The kids’ lessons from February 13th to Easter Sunday March 27th have been geared 
towards Easter and the weeks leading up to Easter.  We started by going back and 

talking about how Easter starts on Ash Wednesday and that it lasts 40 days.  We 
then went onto the symbols of Easter, Jesus's journey to the cross and Jesus’s risen.  
By doing this, it gives the children a better picture of how much took place before he 

was actually crucified.  
 
The kids loved performing for you during both the 10:00 AM service on Palm Sunday 

and 11:14 AM service on Easter Sunday. 
 

On Palm Sunday, we had a “Family Fun Hour” between the services, and the children 
also passed out the Palm crosses at all three services.   
 

Please check out our bulletin board to see the new and updated pictures weekly.  A 
big thank you to Dorian for volunteering to create this bulletin board and for keeping 
it up to date. 

 
We would love any volunteers to work behind the scenes or even as just a helper 

while doing crafts and handing out snacks. Please feel free to see me after church for 
more details.   
 

   Zachariah 10:1 
   “Ask rain from the Lord in the season of the spring rain,   

   from the Lord who makes the storm clouds, and he will  
   give them showers of rain, to everyone the vegetation  
   in the field.” 

 
God bless, 
 

THE NEXT GENERATION TEAM 
 

Wendy Steere  

 

 

 

 




