
 

Stuart Congregational Church, 3110 SE Aster Lane, Stuart, FL  34994 

Phone: (772) 287-5951      Website: stuartcongregationalchurch.org  

E-mail: info@stuartcongregationalchurch.org   

Good News Letter 
 Stuart Congregational Church is a mission community created and  

empowered by the Holy Spirit as a tool to draw all people to Christ. 

                    INSIDE THIS ISSUE 
Page 2   President’s Corner        
  by Curt Quinter                
  
Page 3   The Larger Church 
  by Pastor Tim Roberts 
     
Page 4  Being Congregationalists                    
  Coffee With Jesus  
          
Page 5  Easter Hospitality 
  Easter Schedule  
   
Page 6   April Calendar 
 
Page 7  Children’s Ministry                   
  Ray Laird 
   
Page 8    SCC Foundation 
  by Michael Emery 
  Charity Clarity 
  
Page 9  Birthdays and Anniversaries 
  What is A Columbarium? 
 
Pages 10 & 11 Youth Ministry  
  by Mark Nygard 
 
Page 12  Find Your Way to Jesus 
 
Page 13  Outreach Board  
  by Judi Laurence 
  
Page 14  Have You Considered?                     
  Men’s  & Women’s Fellowship              
     
Page 15  Greetings from Haiti 
  by Barbara and Ken MacMannis 
             
Page 16  Sermon Series:  “The Shack:   
  Love, Forgiveness & Connecting 

  with God” 

  Dates To Remember 
April 9th  Palm Sunday 

April 9th  Stephen Ministers Induction                                                          

April 13th Maundy Thursday - Potluck                  

April 14th Good Friday 

April 16th Easter Sunday 

April 28th  Arbor Day 



          

PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
How did it get to be April?  It’s just not possible that 
three months have passed already this year.  If anyone knows what happened 
to them, please let me know  
 

Stuart Congregational Church has another full calendar for our Easter week 
services.  First up is Palm Sunday on April 9th which celebrates the triumphal 
entry of Jesus into Jerusalem.   The new members of the Stephen Ministers 
will be commissioned at the Traditional Service at 10:00 AM.   
 

Maundy Thursday, April 13th, commemorates Jesus Christ’s last supper.  We 
are planning a Pot Luck Soup and Salad supper starting at 6:00 PM followed 
by our Maundy Thursday Service at 7:00 PM.  The food at our Pot Luck 
Soup Suppers is varied and delicious.  This is an opportunity to fellowship 
with people from all our services. 
 

Good Friday Service will be held at noon in the Chapel.  This service is one 
that will leave a lasting impression on you, so don’t miss it.  
 

Celebrate Easter with Pastor Tim at one of three services.  We have the 8:00 

AM, 10:00 AM, and EPIC Service at 11:14 AM.  Please plan to attend and 

invite a friend or neighbor.  We will have an Easter egg hunt for the Children 

after the 10:00 AM service and another after the 11:14 AM.        
 

                     Sincerely, 

    Curtis L. Quinter  
                        President 
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The Good News Letter is published monthly during the winter and bi-monthly during the summer by the Stuart Congregational Church.   

There is no charge for a subscription. 

 

The church is located at the corner of Aster Lane and Ruhnke Streets, one half mile north of Indian Street. 
Mailing address: 3110 SE Aster Lane, Stuart, FL 34994.  Telephone: (772) 287-5951.   

Website: www.stuartcongregationalchurch.org 

 

 Rev. Dr. Timothy Roberts: Pastor 
 Jeanne Koeper:  “Good News Letter” Layout Artist, Editor and Publisher 

 Deadline for articles is the 15th of the month preceding each publication. 

 

Your Staff 

 

Rev. Dr. Timothy Roberts 
Pastor 

 
 

 

 

Ray Laird 
Children’s Ministry 

 

 

Mark Nygard 
Youth &  

Worship Ministries 

 

 

Esther Easley 
Music Director 

 

 

Jeanne Koeper 
Office Administrator 

 

 

John Tierney 
Custodian 

 

 

Office Hours 

8:30 AM—12:30 PM 

Monday-Friday 

 

 

Worship Times 

Sundays: 

8:00 AM    Chapel                        

10:00 AM   Sanctuary  

11:14 AM   Chapel 

 

Nursery Care Available 
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THE LARGER CHURCH 

 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Every so often we recite the Apostles’ Creed, or the Nicene Creed, as collec-

tive statements about our Christian faith. Those creeds unite us with Christians 

worldwide and through the ages (in fact, all the way back to the 4th century!). There is one phrase 

in the creed on which many folks choke: “I believe in the holy catholic church.” Why do we say 

that… if we are not Roman Catholic? We say it because the word “catholic” (with a lower case 

“c”) is the ancient word for “universal.” It has nothing to do with the Roman Catholic (upper case 

“C”) Church. In other words, we affirm that we are part of the larger church……. the universal 

church. We are part of a great big, global mission that shapes and gives perspective to our unique 

and local mission as Stuart Congregational Church. Jesus intended us to always stay connected to 

the larger church because no individual congregation can accomplish the Great Commission 

(Matthew 28: 18-20) by itself. 

 

A few months ago I received a phone call from a pastor in Wisconsin. We had never met before. 

This pastor had previously read my article entitled, “The Adaptive Congregation,” in The Congre-

gationalist magazine. He invited me to speak at a gathering of 30 local churches, called the Wis-

consin Congregational Association (WCA). I have been asked to share the story of how God is 

working at Stuart Congregational Church… YOUR story! What an honor! I can’t wait! 

 

In addition to the privilege of glorifying God, and talking about God moving in and through you 

all, I get to connect with the larger church. I get to serve the larger church. I get to encourage, in-

spire, engage, learn from and be inspired by the larger church. Praise God for such and awesome 

opportunity! 

 

Please pray for Lisa and me as we journey to Wisconsin for this event April 27-29. By the way, 

they asked Lisa to also speak to the assembly of over 100 pastors and laity. As the (11th) great 

granddaughter of Rev. John Robinson - the first pastor to the first Congregational Church ever - I 

can’t wait to see how she helps connect the church of here & now to the church of then & there… 

the universal church… the holy catholic church… the larger church. 

 

It is our rich honor to be part of the larger church with you, and to help lead the flock of Stuart 

Congregational Church! 
 
In the Grip of Grace! 
 

Pastor Tim 
                 



 

 

 

 

 

“The seeds of  democracy can be found in the earliest  

beliefs of  Congregationalism. The influence of 

 Congregational beliefs in America helped set the stage  

or our democratic civil government.” 

Excerpt taken from  

The Art & Practice of  the Congregational Way,  

by the Rev. Dr. Elizabeth Mauro 
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COFFEE WITH JESUS 

 

 

“Because Christ is the head of the church, each local  

church is in a dynamic process of understanding the  

will and purposes of Christ for their particular covenanted 

and gathered church. When Congregationalists meet  

together and discover how others are experiencing  

the dynamic rule of Christ in their congregations,  

they find help and encouragement for their own churches. 

The covenanted community under Christ and the  

meeting with other churches for advice and  

encouragement describes faith, freedom and fellowship  

that forms the foundation of the Congregational Way.” 

 
 

Excerpt taken from, The Art and Practice of the Congregational Way , by Rev. 

Dr. Elizabeth Mauro 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As we prepare for Easter Sunday, we remind ourselves to put on our  

best “face” as SCC  in order to glorify God and warmly  

welcome newcomers. Easter Sunday may be the first  

and ONLY impression we leave with our guests that day.  

Here are four simple Easter Sunday hospitality tips to help us out: 

 

 Invite friends, family & neighbors to worship with you! 

 Park in the overflow lot to help make room for more cars, if you are physically 

able (remember the golf cart will pick you up/drop you off!). 

 Scoot in toward the middle of your pew so folks do not have to cross over 

your lap to be seated. 

 Welcome people you do not recognize before you engage with SCC friends. 
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          LENTEN/EASTER SERVICES 

 

         Maundy Thursday, April 13th  6:00 PM Potluck Dinner  

         (Fellowship Hall) 

         7:00 PM Maundy Thursday  

         Service (Sanctuary) 
 

         Good Friday, April 14th  12:00 Noon Service (Chapel) 
 

         Easter Sunday, April 16th  8:00 AM Service (Chapel) 

         10:00 AM Service (Sanctuary) 

         (Easter Egg Hunt after service) 

         11:14 AM Service (Chapel) 

         (Easter Egg Hunt after service) 



Page 6                                                                                                          Good News Letter 

 

 

 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat 

 
  
 

 

 
   

 1 
8:30 AM -  Men’s 

Fellowship  

2 
8:00 AM - Worship   

10:00 AM - Worship           

11:14  AM - Epic Wor-

ship                             

11:14 AM  - EPIC Kid’s 

Church  

 

Canned Goods Donation 

 

3 
9:00 AM - Buildings & 

Property                    

9:00 AM - FTLOL/ 

Chapel                              

 

4 
7:30 AM -Men’s Disciple 

Café      

10:30 AM - FTLOL Fel-

lowship Hall                                            

4:30 PM -  Homework 

Angels 

5:00 PM   Stephen Minis-

ters  Meeting and Training 
5:30 PM - Deacons Mtg. 

5 
9:00 AM - FTLOL/ Chapel 

10:00 AM - Women’s Bible 

Study                               

3:30 PM - Kid’s Club                 

6:00 PM   Feeding God’s 

Temple                            

7:00 PM   Praying the 

Scriptures                           

8:00 PM   Band Rehearsal 

6 
4:30 PM - Homework 

Angels                           

7:00 PM - Choir Re-

hearsal 

7 
10:00 AM - Outreach 

Committee 
8 

 

9 
8:00 AM - Worship   
10:00 AM - Worship 
(Commissioning of 
Stephen Ministers)                 
11:14  AM - Epic Wor-
ship                                
11:14 AM - EPIC Kid’s 
Church                          
3:00 PM - Richard White 
Memorial Service 
 

10 
9:00 AM - FTLOL/ 

Chapel  

11 
7:30 AM -Men’s Disciple 

Café      

10:30 AM  - FTLOL Fel-

lowship Hall 

4:30 PM - Homework 

Angels                                      

12 
9:00 AM - FTLOL/ Chapel 

10:00 AM - Women’s Bible 

Study 

3:30 PM - Kid’s Club                  
6:30  PM   Family Program                             
8:00 PM - Band Rehearsal 

13 
11:30 PM - Women’s 

Fellowship Luncheon        

4:30 PM - Homework 

Angels   

6;00 PM Maundy  Soup 

and Salad Potluck 

7:00 PM - Maundy Thurs-

day Service 

14 
12:00 PM - Good 

Friday Service         

15 
 

16 
 

8:00 AM - Worship   

10:00 AM - Worship         

11:14  AM -  Epic Wor-

ship                              

11:14 AM -  EPIC Kid’s 

Church 

17 
 

9:00 AM - FTLOL/ 

Chapel  

 

 

 

 

 

18 
7:30 AM -Men’s Disciple 

Café      

9:00 AM - Bd. of Trustees                              

10:30 AM  - FTLOL - Hall        

4:30 PM - Homework 

Angels                                           

5:30 PM - Stephen Minis-

ters  Meeting                   

19 
9:00 AM - FTLOL/ Chapel 

10:00 AM- Women’s Bible 

Study                                        

3:30 PM - Kid’s Club                  
6:30 PM    Family Program                           

8:00 PM - Band Rehearsal 
                        

20              
4:30 PM - Homework 

Angels                         

7:00 PM - Choir Re-

hearsal 
 

 

 

21 

 

 

 

 

 

22 

 

 

23             

 8:00 AM - Worship   

10:00 AM - Worship           

11:14  AM - Epic Wor-

ship                             

11:14 AM  - EPIC Kid s       

                           30 

24 
9:00 AM - FTLOL/ 

Chapel  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

25 
7:30 AM -Men’s Disc. Café      

10:30 AM  - FTLOL Fel-

lowship Hall 

4:30 PM - Homework 

Angels                                     

7:00 PM - Church Council 

26 
9:00 AM - FTLOL/ Chapel 

10:00 AM- Women’s Bible 

Study                                        

3:30 PM - Kid’s Club                  
6:30 PM - Family Program                           

8:00 PM - Band Rehearsal 

27 
4:30 PM - Homework 

Angels                         

7:00 PM - Choir Re-

hearsal 

28 29 
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On Sunday, April 16th we will celebrate Jesus’ resurrection. It is the day, along 
with Christmas Eve, that many people who don’t go to church regularly, will 
be in the seats wondering what happens here the other fifty Sundays of the 
year. To their surprise, they may come to find out we celebrate Jesus’ resur-
rection more than just once a year. Jesus resurrection from the dead is argua-
bly the most important and transforming act that has ever taken place. Many 
people think that the crucifixion is the most important act that Jesus did, but 
many people were crucified and buried, only one rose for the grave.  At the 
crucifixion our sins were forgiven, but in the resurrection we were given eter-
nal life when Jesus overcame death and the grave. (1Cor 15:54-5) 
  

By the power of God, Jesus was raised from the grave and along with him all who call Him Lord 
are raised to eternal life also. Without the resurrection, forgiveness of sins would only be half of 
God’s gracious gift. We didn’t need only forgiveness we needed new life, because we weren’t 
just bad because of our sin, we were dead because of our sin. (Eph 2:1) 
  

All the world’s sin was on Jesus at the cross and three days later everlasting life was offered to all 
at the resurrection! As the Apostle Paul writes in Romans 5:17, “For the sin of this one man, 
Adam, caused death to rule over many. But even greater is God's wonderful grace and His gift of 
righteousness, for all who receive it will live in triumph over sin and death through this one Man, 
Jesus Christ”. 
 

This new song we are singing in Epic Kids sums it up well…… 
 

It’s new day, a new day, love has won. 
With this sacrifice, death has been defeated. 

The Son of God, the Risen King, bringing us into God’s family. 
Let’s proclaim our saving grace is Jesus! 

 
On the third day, the third day, the stone was rolled away. 

Christ the Lord is here to stay, praise His name! 
 

This miracle of love, is overflowing. 
Hope is here, and it’s everlasting. 

So rejoice in Jesus. He makes all things new. 
He makes all things new! 

 

There is no better gift to receive than the one God offers every one of us, the gift of forgiveness 
and a resurrected life. God has promised that all who call on the name of the Lord will be saved. 
WOW, that’s something to celebrate on Easter Sunday and every Sunday. He makes all things 
new! 
 

He is Risen! 

P.Ray 

Children’s Ministry 
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There are many ways in which a person can contribute to the Foundation.  At anytime, a gift can be made.  
 

DEFERRED GIFT ANNUITY - A GIFT WITH BENEFITS NOW AND LATER 
 
 A deferred gift annuity is similar to a gift annuity, except that payments begin on a future date that you specify.  An 
attractive benefit of this arrangement is that it enables a donor who itemizes taxes to make a gift now and take chari-
table income tax deduction now, offsetting current tax liability.  A donor can defer payments to years when he or she 
will need income more (e.g., after retirement) and will generally be in a lower tax bracket. 
 
Deferred gift annuities may be created at younger ages, but no income payments will commence until after the 
beneficiary has reached at least 50 years of age. 
 
As in a gift annuity, a part of each payment will be tax free for a period of years.  However, the precise treatment of 
each payment will depend on the tax rules in effect when the payments start.  Payments cannot begin until one year 
from the gift date. 
 
Since the Internal Revenue Code changes from time to time, your own attorney or financial advisor can best provide 
the specific information which you seek.  
  

  

Michael Emery 

STUART CONGREGATIONAL  

CHURCH FOUNDATION 

Having a Living Trust helps to make clear your wishes following death.   Family members 
are usually overwhelmed with handling post-death tasks while at the same time dealing 
with the grief  process. Do your children the favor of  sparing them unnecessary 
difficulty following your passing. Provide a proper Trust or Living Will to give your 
family clarity about your charity. They will not necessarily know the value of  SCC to you, 
so make your wishes clear, in writing, so your legacy at SCC may continue beyond your life. 
Here’s a simple sentence to consider using for your legal documents: “Upon my death I 
bequeath 10% of  the value of  my remaining assets to Stuart Congregational Church.” Give your 
family charity clarity! 

Blessings! 
Pastor Tim 

CHARITY CLARITY 
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WHAT IS A COLUMBARIUM? 

 

A Columbarium is a place where remains of people who are cremated have 

their ashes inurned.  The Stuart Congregational Church has a Columbarium 

and the Columbarium Committee will gladly answer questions and show 

you the Columbarium location.  Please call any one of the committee  

members at the numbers listed below. 

 

Susan Powell:  286-2222; Connie and Dave Collin:  225-2389; and  

Carl Hoffman:  781-8167 

Committee  

Members: 

Susan Powell, Chair 

Connie Collin 

Dave Collin 

Carl Hoffman 

  
 

 April 2nd  Janene Fiala 

 April 4th  Larry Beachy, Ginny Corrigan, Sandi Coy, Paul Piatti 

 April 9th Cathy Stroud 

 April10th  Bonnie Bakinowski 

 April 12th Nam Ashcraft  

 April 14th Georgia Dean 

 April 16th Chuck Kempf, Sandy Davis 

 April 17th Tim Roberts 

 April 20th Jane Bogins 

 April 21st Kathy Sue Tranter 

 April 22nd James McAuley, Bill Potter 

 April 23rd Sally Voss 

 April 24th Sarah Kolb 

 April 25th Barbara MacMannis 

  

 April 28th Dave Christensen 

  

 

 April 3rd   Carol &  Larry Beachy and  
    Richard and Barbara Sovern 
 April 16th  Twinks and Jock Irvine 
 April 17th  Lisa and Tim Roberts 
 April 26th  Nancy and Tony Tewes 
 April 27th   Kelly and Jim Hollinger 
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 Mark Nygard                    

Youth Ministry 
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  Outreach Board News   

 
Subsequent to the March Good News Letter, we learned that after we 
received  the 2016 Benevolence Fund total, an adjustment was made to 

the total. This required the Outreach Board to revisit the distribution of 

the Fund. The revised figures are below: 
 

   Recipient             Amount 

  
Barbara and Ken MacMannis (in support of their Mission in Haiti)            $4,000.00      

Young Life (2nd of a 3 year pledge)                       1,000.00 

Volunteers in Medicine                    2,000.00 

Salvation Army Compassion House                  2,000.00 
LAHIA                       3,000.00 

Mark Garwood SHARE Foundation                   2,500.00 

SCC Camp Fund (Scholarships)                   2,347.00 
Samaritan Center for Boys and Families                  2,000.00 

Morgan Scott Project (National Assoc. of Congregational Christian Churches)        1,000.00 

Benjamin Price/Cru (Campus Crusade for Christ at Central Florida University)        600.00 

 
Total                               $20,447.00 

 

LAHIA (Love and Hope in Action) is one of the organizations that received a donation 
last year and is again included in the Benevolence distribution this year. We recently re-

ceived a summary of what was accomplished in 2016. We share that information below: 
 

 Fifty Nine homeless family members moved into a place, started a new journey or re-

united with family members. 

 Thirty-two homeless found jobs. 
 Five are currently in college –three ride bikes to IRSC and two are taking online 

courses. 

 Sixteen homeless people received eye glasses with LAHIA’s help. 
 Forty-six birth certificate applications were submitted/obtained; forty-nine received 

state ID cards. 

 Nineteen people obtained Florida Driver’s licenses. 
 Twenty-nine thousand five hundred were served. 

 Two hundred and forty eight clients are utilizing services at the faith-based facility. 

 Eight hundred and eight loads of laundry were washed and dried at the day shelter.  

 Three thousand three hundred and thirty four showers were taken. 
 Two hundred and twenty one households were served from the emergency food pantry- 

this includes four hundred and eighty five people. 

 Seven hundred and eighty rides were given by staff or volunteers to medical, dental or 
other appointments. 

 

Your dollars helped LAHIA provide these services. Their plans include expansion of their 
services to serve even more people, including a kitchen renovation/expansion.  
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Women’s Fellowship February Luncheon 
 

April 13th - Fellowship Hall 

Guest Speaker Lian Brown 

Author of “Refuge” 

Potluck Lunch 

Host:  Carol Beachy 

Women’s Fellowship Officers 
Vice President:  Karen Gianfortone 

Treasurer:  Carol Beachy 

Secretary:  Susan Moore 

President 

Marilyn Bleam 

Join us as we meet for  
fellowship and breakfast  

on Saturday, April 1st      
at 8:30 AM in the  
Fellowship Hall. 

Have You Considered…? 
 

1.  Automated Gifts? 

Forget writing checks! Save that stamp! Instead, use automatic bill pay 

or electronic giving. Automatic bill pay can be set up through your 

online banking platform, just like paying a monthly cable bill. Elec-

tronic giving utilizes your charge card and can be established on the 

“Invest” link on the SCC website: stuartcongregationalchurch.org. 

2. Your Faith Legacy? 

One sentence in your will can communicate your desire to support 

SCC through your estate. Do not neglect the need to be clear with 

your family, in writing, about your wishes for supporting your church 

after your passing. And please prayerfully consider supporting our en-

dowment through the Stuart Congregational Church Foundation. The 

endowment allows for your gift to be a perpetual legacy. 
 

Please don’t hesitate to  

contact the church office 

 for more information. 
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Dear Church Family, 
 
The work continues here in Haiti.  Thousands upon thousands of  people are still suffering 
from the devastation of  Hurricane Matthew.  Most of  our extra food, clothes, and medical aid 
is still flowing to the south area where the hurricane hit the hardest.  Many pastors travel daily 
to our gate here on the campus to ask for donations for their congregation.  As like the earth-
quake, it has caused an increase flow of  people from the hardest hit areas to seek relatives in 
the other regions of  Haiti.  This in turn puts a burden on those people, and a domino effect 
occurs.  The clinic has seen a 50% increase in the amount of  people seeking attention and 
bringing the sick and injured from those areas.  It breaks our hearts daily to have to close the 
gate when so many are still in line, and hearing them plead with us to take more.  We just can-
not. 
 
The call for more construction has increased the work load on our construction crews, and 
Ken does all he can do to keep the many crews equipped with tools, materials, and man 
power.  This increase in construction has also stimulated an increase of  jobs. This is how our 
LORD takes bad and changes it to good. 
 
Each day has its own struggles, and we thank God every day for his blessing of  allowing us to 
serve alongside the Haitian people, and other missionaries.  We are always overwhelmed with 
joy as we meet so many people from all over the world who have brought their talent, do-
nated their time, and come with a servant’s heart.  I believe it will be one of  the joys we will 
cherish forever – witnessing the love of  God at work in the hands and feet of  people who 
love Him. 
 
Foreign missions are not for everyone, but we can all do something.  We will know when our 
work is over when the LORD calls us home to heaven, so in the mean time we pray you all 
grow where you are planted! 
 
Blessings, 
 

Ken and Barbara MacMannis 

“And let us not grow weary of doing good,…..” Gal 6:9  

Barbara and Ken MacMannis 



 

SERMON SERIES: 

“The Shack: Love, Forgiveness and Connecting with God” 

Week 1  March 12th   “Where Is God When I Need Him Most?” 

Week 2  March 19th   “How Does God See Me?” 

Week 3  March 26th  “Why Are You Doing This To Me?” 

Week 4  April 2nd  “How Can I Know the Heart Of The Father?” 

Week 5  April 9th  “So you Just Let Him Get Away With It? 

Week 6  April 16th  “The ‘YES’ You Need!” 


