
Stuart Congregational Church, 3110 SE Aster Lane, Stuart, FL  34994 

Phone: (772) 287-5951      Website: stuartcongregationalchurch.org  

E-mail: info@stuartcongregationalchurch.org   

Good News Letter 

 Stuart  Congregational Church is a mission community created and  

empowered by the Holy Spirit as a tool to draw all people to Christ. 

201520152015   
IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER: 

August 14: V-J Day 

September 07:  Labor Day 

September 11:  Patriot Day, Remembrance of 9/11/2001 

September 13:  National Grandparents Day 

 
Fun Dates: 
August 05:  International Forgiveness Day 

August 08:  Senior Citizen Day 

September 18: International Day of Peace 

September 23:  Good Neighbor Day 



  

PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

 

GONE FISHING! 

 

    Larry Beachy 

 

  And since Larry has “gone fishing” we’re  

  sharing a few photos of our kids having fun at     

  “Fish Camp.” 
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The Good News Letter is published monthly during the winter and Bi-monthly during the summer by the Stuart Congregational Church .  There is 

no charge for a subscription. 

 

The church is located at the corner of Aster Lane and Ruhnke Streets, one half mile north of Indian Street. 
Mailing address: 3110 SE Aster Lane, Stuart, FL 34994.  Telephone: (772) 287-5951.   

Website: www.stuartcongregationalchurch.org 

 

 Rev. Dr. Timothy Roberts: Pastor 
 Laurel Jones:  Good News Letter Layout Artist, Editor and Publisher 

Deadline for articles is the 10th of the month preceding publication 

 

Your Staff 

 

Rev. Dr. Timothy Roberts 

Pastor 

 
 

 

 

Dee Carr 

Children’s Ministry 
 

 

Mark Nygard 

Youth &  

Worship Ministries 

 

Esther Easley, 

Music Director 

 

Jessica Nelson 

Accompanist 

 
 

 

Laurel Jones 
Office Manager 

 

John Tierney 

Custodian 

 

 

Office Hours 

8:30 am—12:30 pm 

Monday-Friday 

 

Worship Times: 

 

Sundays: 

10:00 am Sanctuary  

11:14 am Chapel 

 

Nursery Care available 
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Emotional Health & Faith 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

Have you ever hit a spiritual roadblock with God? Have you ever felt 

like your spiritual tank is empty in your walk with Christ? Have you  

ever concluded God skipped giving you Holy Spirit power by which to 

live each day? Often, when we reach a dry spell or an impasse in our 

faith, the problem is emotional and not spiritual. 

 

In his book, Emotionally Healthy Spirituality, Peter Scazzero says, “Christian spirituali-

ty, without an integration of emotional health, can be deadly – to yourself, your  

relationship with God, and the people around you.”  When Jesus said to love God with 

all your heart, mind, and strength, he was referring to every aspect of your life:  

intellectual, emotional, social, physical, and spiritual. When you do not connect the 

dots between God and every aspect of your life – especially your emotional life – you 

handicap your potential growth in faith. If you want to grow spiritually you also have 

to grow emotionally. 

 

Many intelligent and accomplished people are emotionally stunted. In his book,  

Emotional Intelligence, Daniel Goleman says, “people with high IQ’s can be stunningly 

poor pilots of their private lives.” Goleman tells the story of a high school student with 

a 4.6 grade average (i.e. a very smart kid!). One day he received an 80 (or a “B” grade) 

on a biology exam. He was so emotionally distraught he attacked his teacher with a 

kitchen knife. The student’s emotional maturity nowhere matched his intellectual 

prowess. Emotional growth, healing, and maturity are as important to your spiritual 

growth and faith as tires are to your car. You can start your car without tires. You can 

even drive your car without tires, believe it or not, but the car will not function to its 

potential. And who would want to ride along with you? 

 

What does this mean? It means as Christians we take emotional and mental health  

seriously, as part of our discipleship. We grow spiritually when we grow emotionally. 

Do not be ashamed to seek help from a Stephen Minister, a pastor, or a trained coun-

selor. Mental and emotional health are the tires of your spiritual life with God. 

 

So many people suffer in silence. One in four American adults experience some kind 

of mental illness in a given year.  Each year depression affects 5-8% of adults in the 

U.S. Men are four times more likely than women to commit suicide. Each year suicide 

claims approximately 40,000 lives in America. Nearly ¼ of pastors say they’ve experi-

enced some kind of mental illness, like depression or anxiety. 

 

 

 

(continued on page 4) 
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(continued from page 3) 

 

How about you? What are the “ghosts” of your past that have never been addressed? 

What are the hurts, losses, and wounds from which you’ve never recovered? Who are 

the people and what are the circumstances that have left you emotionally thirsty,  

angry, anxious, or handicapped? Deal with those emotional needs! Seek emotional 

healing and growth. Put good tires on your emotional car, and you will discover a 

smoother ride with God in your spiritual life. 

 

      In the Grip of Grace! 

  

      Pastor Tim 

 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

BEING CONGREGATIONALISTS… 

 

“Congregationalism takes with complete seriousness Luther’s doctrine of the 

‘priesthood of all believers.’ In the area of ministry the emphasis of our Way is again 

upon the congregation, upon the responsibility of each member of the church to be a 

minister: to love the brethren, to heal the sick, to feed the hungry, to clothe the poor, 

to comfort the sorrowing, and to watch with the dying. This is what it means to be a 

Congregation: to have real pastoral duties, real concern for the needs of people, and 

sincere willingness to give oneself in serving those needs.” 

 

Excerpt taken from The Congregational Way of Life, by Arthur A. Rouner, Jr. 

 

 

                    +++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

 

Coffee with Jesus 
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CHURCH BIZ! 

 

SCC HOSTING GLOBAL LEADERSHIP SUMMIT… last call!! 

On August 6
th

 & 7
th

 (9:30am to 5:30pm) our church is offering a live satellite private 

viewing (for our people only!) of this international conference.  Since it is after July 7th 

the rate will be $119 for two full days with world-class speakers, artists, musicians, 

and other inspirational resources. DON’T MISS THIS OUTSTANDING OPPORTUNITY! To 

register, simply go to www.stuartcongregationalchurch.org and click on the “Global 

Leadership Summit” link. In the blank box enter the password: PV2015. Then click on 

“Register.” You will be asked to verify that Stuart Congregational Church is your home 

church. Click on “Verify.” From there you will fill in necessary registration information. 

 

SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Please note that our 8:00am worship service is suspended for much of the summer-

time. The service will resume on Sunday, September 13
th

. We encourage 8:00am wor-

shipers to join us for one of the other worship hours and get to know other SCC folks 

during the interim time. 

 

SUMMER LEARNING 

If you would like to engage in some biblical or theological study this summer, you can 

do so at your convenience using the Online Learning Library. Simply go to our website 

(stuartcongregationalchurch.org) and click on the “Learning Library” link at the top 

right corner of the home page. You’ll find an array of classes taught by Pastor Tim, 

and handouts used in the actual class while listening to the audio recording of the en-

tire class, including their discussion and questions. 

 

Ordination Service for Debby Connett 

Join us as we ordain Debby to the Gospel Ministry on Wednesday, August 12
th

 at 

7:00pm. Rarely do we have the opportunity to be part of such a unique service and 

celebration. 

 

Called Congregational Meeting 

The Board of Directors has called a congregational meeting for September 27
th

 at 

1:30pm. The purpose of the meeting is to review and approve a revision to the SCC By 

Laws. You can review the proposed draft through a link on our website, or by viewing 

a hard copy in the church office. 

 

Church Family Nights 

Each Wednesday, beginning September 16th, our entire church family gathers for din-

ner and discipleship.  Dinner begins at 5:30 pm, then children, students and adults 

enjoy a special programming at 6:30 pm designed for spiritual growth.  This Fall we 

begin with John Ortberg’s curriculum, “When the Game Is Over It All Goes Back in the 

Box”, to unlock awareness of God’s kingdom in our daily lives. 

http://www.stuartcongregationalchurch.org
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AUGUST EVENTS & ACTIVITIES 

 

08/01  8:30am  Men’s Breakfast 

08/01-08/04     Youth - Great Escape 

08/03  9:00am  Buildings & Property 

 10:00am  Board of Deacons 

08/04  7:30am  Disciple Café’  

   5:30pm  Stephen Ministry 

   6:30pm  EPIC Band Rehearsal 

08/06  9:30am  Global Leadership Summit 

08/07  9:30am  Global Leadership Summit 

08/09 12:30pm New Member Class 

08/10  1:30pm  Board of Outreach 

08/11  7:30am  Disciple Café’ 

            9:30am  Vicinage Examination  

                 Debby Connett 

   5:30pm  Stephen Ministry 

   6:30pm  EPIC Band Rehearsal 

08/12  7:00pm  Ordination Service & 

                 Reception - Debby Connett 

08/13  11:30am  Women’s Lunch at 

                 East Ocean Bistro 

08/15  9am  Back-to-School Bash 

08/18  7:30am  Disciple Café’ 

   9:00am  Board of Trustees 

   6:30pm  EPIC Band Rehearsal 

08/25  7:30am  Disciple Café’ 

   6:30pm  EPIC Band Rehearsal 

   7:00pm  Board of Directors 

 

SEPTEMBER EVENTS & ACTIVITIES 

 

09/01  7:30am  Disciple Café’ 

   5:30pm  Stephen Ministry 

   6:30pm  EPIC Band Rehearsal 

09/05  8:30am  Men’s Breakfast 

09/06  LABOR DAY, Church office closed 

09/08  7:30am  Disciple Café’ 

   5:30pm  Stephen Ministry 

   6:30pm  EPIC Band Rehearsal 

09/10 11:30am Women’s Lunch at  

                 Chris D’Annas 

09/13  8:00am  Worship resumes 

 12:30pm  Bd of Christian Educ. 

09/14  9:00am  Board of Deacons 

   1:30pm  Board of Outreach 

09/15  7:30am  Disciple Café’  

   9:00am  Board of Trustees 

   6:30pm  EPIC Band Rehearsal 

09/16  6:00pm  Church Family Night 

09/21  9:00am Board of Bldgs& Property 

09/22  7:00pm  Board of Directors  

   6:30pm  EPIC Band Rehearsal 

   7:00pm  Board of Directors 

09/23  6:00pm  Church Family Night 

09/27  1:30pm  Congregational Meeting 

                 to vote on Bylaws  

09/29  7:30am  Disciple Café’ 

   6:30pm  EPIC Band Rehearsal 

09/30  6:00pm  Church Family Night 
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Top Ten Reasons Why YOU Should Become a Stephen Minister: 

 
Reason #10: You will learn to turn danger into opportunity 

The Chinese word for crisis is made from a combination of two other 
characters: danger and opportunity. Every crisis, whether it is a di-

vorce, the loss of a spouse, sudden unemployment or even a much-
desired pregnancy provides both an opportunity for growth as well as 

a danger of choosing destructive solutions. The care of a dedicated, 
trained, Christ-centered Stephen Minister can help a person in crisis 

find equilibrium and wholeness. 
 

Reason #9: Stephen Ministers are skilled caregivers 
Stephen Ministers receive 50 hours of training before they are com-

missioned and assigned to care receivers. They learn skills such as 
listening, identifying and expressing feelings, setting boundaries, and being assertive. 

They also learn about specific challenges such as hospitalization divorce, grief, and 
depression. Stephen Ministers feel well prepared to walk alongside people in crisis, 

whether it is with an assigned care receiver, or in their own relationships with family, 
friends and coworkers. 

 

Reason #8: Stephen Ministers experience the joy of fellowship with one an-

other 
Stephen Ministers meet about an hour a week with their care-receivers, but they also 

meet twice a month in small groups with other Stephen Ministers. Here, in a confiden-
tial manner, they share the joys and challenges of their caring relationships, pray for 

one another, offer encouragement and practical help, and relate to one another in a 
deep and spiritual way. The bonds of friendship and commitment are strong and posi-

tive. 
 

Reason #7: Stephen Ministers learn to listen 
Most people think of listening as a simple, natural, and passive activity, but it is actu-

ally a powerful caregiving tool. Using Jesus as our model, Stephen Ministers learn the 
skill of active listening, which involves commitment, patience, and attention to body 

language. Stephen Ministers learn to listen for more than just words. They seek true 
understanding and empathy. 

 

Reason #6: Stephen Ministers are assertive caregivers 

Stephen Ministers are trained to "speak the truth in love." Christian assertiveness is a 
positive and constructive way of relating that respects others and ourselves. Stephen 

Ministers learn to recognize and avoid aggressive behaviors such as belittling and ma-
nipulation, and to avoid passive behaviors such as withdrawing and relinquishing 

rights. By learning to behave assertively, Stephen Ministers become more aware of 
God's will for their lives and more aware of the needs of others. 

(continued on page 8) 
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(continued from page 7) 

 

Reason #5: Stephen Ministers are caregivers, not curegivers 
Stephen Ministers are not therapists or problem solvers; they are caregivers. Only 

God can bring about healing, forgiveness, and hope. Stephen Ministers are trained to 

listen and pray, to be reliable and non-judgmental, and to help care receivers express 
their feelings. Focusing on caring and not on curing means Stephen Ministers never 

pressure a care receiver to "get better." Stephen Ministers are there for as long as the 
process takes, and trust that God works in His own time to provide wholeness. 

 

Reason #4: Stephen Ministers feel needed (because they are!) 
Stephen Ministry was created by a minister named Kenneth Haugk who realized that 

there are not enough pastors available to provide patient, long-term care to people in 
crisis. By training lay ministers in his congregation, he was able to ensure that the 

newly widowed, those going through divorce, people with chronic or terminal illness, 

and many, many others were able to meet regularly with a compassionate listener. 
Stephen Ministry benefits our pastors, our congregation, and our community. 

 

Reason #3: Stephen Ministry skills apply in other relationships 
Stephen Ministers are trained to listen, to recognize, accept and express feelings, to 

behave assertively, and to depend on God for healing and change. They often find 
themselves using these skills in dealing with spouses, children, coworkers, clients, and 

in-laws. Imagine how a work place could be transformed by a single person who has 

learned to listen without judgment! 
 

Reason #2: Stephen Ministry is a life changing experience 
Have you ever avoided approaching a person who was hurting because you "didn't 

know what to say?" We all have. But Stephen Ministers know what to say and how to 
act. They are trained to respond compassionately and respectfully when others need 

them, and they feel confident in their caregiving skills. Stephen Ministers are the first 
to respond when neighbors, family members, and coworkers need someone to talk to. 

 

Reason #1: Jesus commanded it 

"My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you." We are called to "bear 
one another's burdens," and to "accept one another." Jesus wanted us to be doers of 

the Word, not just hearers. Stephen Ministers are in the trenches every day, caring for 
those who are hurting, bringing warmth and kindness to those who feel alone, creating 

an atmosphere where trust and respect can lead to wholeness. Stephen Ministers an 
answer the call of Jesus. 

 

We are all called to care! Stephen Ministry classes will start in the fall . Contact Eri-
ca Garwood (225-3366) or any Stephen Minister for more information. 

 

 
 



August & September  Birthdays: 

 

08/01  Erica Garwood, Coral Norman 

08/02  Marilyn Buckley 

08/03  Ernest Wilson 

08/04  Claire Hoffman 

08/05  Bill Britton, Bob Buhl 

08/07  Chris Kempf 

08/08  Anette Bohatyritz 

08/09  Esther Williams 

08/11  Joe Pelikan 

08/12  Norman Jacobsen 

08/13  Laura Cox, Robin Emery, Barbara Harrington 

08/14  Hayley MacMannis     09/01  Connie Collin, Nestor Gonzalez 

08/16  Kathy English     09/02  Lee Rush 

08/17  LaVon Thompson     09/04  Karol Grabowski 

08/18  Claire Murdoch     09/06  Bob Heays 

08/20  Mudge Ferguson     09/09  Alden Peck, Anna Timmons 

08/21  Zoë Roberts, Joe Rush    09/10  Debby Connett 

08/22  Brian Hicks, Pat Murchison   09/12  Evelyn Brown 

08/23  Hester Armstrong     09/14  Tom Bohatyritz, Pat Doolittle, & 

08/24  Barbara McNeil        Theola Haines 

08/25  Amber Inkelaar, Joan Neuwirth, Pete Petrak 09/16  Maud Johnson 

08/26  Harry Ahlheim     09/21  Bobbi Kauffman 

08/27  Hap Harrington, June Johnson   09/22  Karen Gianfortone, Barbara Johnston 

08/28  Doris Bottcher     09/25  Hal Schafer, Mary Willis 

08/30  Bill Needle      09/27  Marie Bryan  

08/31  Barbara Bedell, Nathan Tierney   09/29  Trish Smith, Yvonne Walker 

        09/30  Jim Coy, Andy McNeil, Tim Timmons 

                

August & September  Anniversaries: 

 

08/04  Ned & Marian Hughes, Tommy & LaVon Thompson 

08/06  Brian & April Hicks 

08/08  Chuck & Chris Kempf 

08/09  Steve & Jo Lunsford 

08/15  Tim & Ann Timmons 

08/22  Hal & Elsie Schafer 

08/28  Bernie & Jody Braskamp 

09/02  Hugh & Theola Haines 

09/18  Bill& Kay Plossl 

09/21  Dick & Laura Kastenschmidt 

 

 

                   

       June 05, 2015   Maud Johnson 

             June 13, 2015   Harry White 
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Dee Carr, Children’s Ministry 
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Mark Nygard, Youth Ministry 
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OUR NEWEST MEMBERS 

 

 

 

        Rob & Denise Drellich         Nestor Gonzalez, Mayra 

Delgado & daughter, Elizabeth 

             Inge’ Jarvis 

        Jane Iannarelli & Teresa McCargo                    Zoë Roberts                    Isaac Cullen 

               Nathan Tierney                Dante Holmes           Yakira “Kiki” Boykin 

Please take time to welcome our newest members  

and get to know these wonderful folks! 



 

      

 

 

 

 

                                  

 

                  MEN’S FELLOWSHIP 

 

 Join us as we meet at for great fellowship and good food! 

   

                 on the 1st Saturday of the month,  

         August 1st and September 5th at 8:30 am 

                 Meet at Alice’s Restaurant 

             2781 SE Ocean Blvd, Stuart, FL 34996 

 

 

 

  *************************************************** 

                                                                          

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

AUGUST WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP LUNCHEON / 11:30am 

will be at  

EAST OCEAN BISTRO 

2661 SE Ocean Blvd., Stuart 

772-221-1815 

    Please sign up in the Fellowship Hall. 

 

 

and the  

 

SEPTEMBER WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP LUNCHEON / 11:30am 

will be at  

CHRIS D’ANNAS 

6196 SE Federal Highway, Stuart 

772-220-2688 

       Please sign up in the Fellowship Hall. 
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    What do you think of when you hear the word “OUTREACH”? 

 

 

I think of clean drinking water in Haiti, or the missionaries I have just met 

who live and work in Africa, sometimes I think of the food and clothing for 

the homeless in Stuart, medical care for the needy in Stuart, and many more 

services for the needy. 

 

Then I ask you who are the needy in our own congregation...in our neighbor-

hood….and among our acquaintances?  Is there someone in the pew new you that would 

like a friendly introduction from you, a handshake, a “Good Morning” or a “good to see 

you”?  Is there a friend who needs to know you are thinking about them and pray for them 

in the silence of your home? 

 

Christ calls all people to be his disciples and minister to one another...to reach out...to 

share Christian love. 

 

      Chris Kempf 

      Board of Outreach, Chair 

 

               +++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

 

Dear Church Family, 

 

August brings the fruit of God’s blessings mixed with parting sorrow.  

 

As I look forward to ordination, I look back on the journey that brought 

Hugh and me to Stuart Congregational Church. Ten short years ago I 

had never lived outside of Southern Illinois. My husband lost a three 

year battle to cancer in August, 2005. Now, August, 2015, I am fulfilling the call to minis-

try with Hugh after making Stuart our home since Sept. 2009.  

 

I can’t thank you enough for the love, prayers and encouragement you have offered for me. 

I have been blessed in your midst. We have accepted an invitation for a one year appoint-

ment in a Reading, Pa hospital as a resident chaplain. God has been faithful to us in finding 

a suitable tenant to watch over our home while we are away. We will live in an apartment in 

Wyomissing, Pa., just a few minutes from Hugh’s daughter and grandchildren. Our address 

after August 15 will be 100 North Park Road #1204, Wyomissing, Pa.  19610.  

 

Several  of you have friends and relatives nearby; we are looking forward to getting ac-

quainted with them. Lord willing, we will return to Stuart on Sept 1, 2016. May God bless 

and keep you in his care until then. We would love to hear from you, and you will be con-

stantly in our prayers. 

      In Christ’s love, 

      Debby and Hugh Connett 
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 Dear Church Family 

 

The past month the LORD has certainly put us to the test.  With 4 mis-

sionaries from Love A Child leaving the field to return home to their 

country, we have been working hard to maintain the ministry.  We are so 

grateful for the words of encouragement from Bobby and Sherry Bur-

nette, the Co-Directors of Love A Child, and we have been strengthened 

to do all the work needed to continue the ministry here in Fond Parisien, Haiti 

 

Ken has had to take a leadership role in operations, and with simultaneous construction 

project going on, our agricultural director in the states preparing his family of 7 for the 

move to the mission field, and the day to day things which happen on the campus with 

100 + employees, he has certainly shown Love A Child he has what it takes to be a 

great team player. 

 

Ken is overseeing the final construction of the new slaughter house in Miracle Market 

Place.  This will allow people to bring their animals for slaughter, and to sell the meat in 

a safer way – minus dirt and flies, for one example.  It will also provide the local people 

with a way to purchase meat on a regular basis.  Few people have refrigeration, so find-

ing meat to buy daily can be difficult, and decreases the chance for them to get the 

much needed daily protein. 

 

Of course, my favorite construction is the brand new Malnu-

trition Center (with the help of our good friend and Stuart 

Congregational Church member, Paul Piatti).   For three years 

the Malnutrition Center has been meeting in a tent, so the 

new center will give us a cleaner place to treat the children. 

 

Love A Child gets about 2-3 containers delivered each week and 

this means Ken is overseeing the delivery, and distribution of the 

many items coming in including the food for our feeding pro-

grams.  Thanks to the blessing of Feed My Starving Children we 

give away over 10,000 cases of food each month. 

 

Again, we would like to thank you, our church family for your support of our ministry in 

Haiti. 

 

      Barbara and Ken MacMannis 

      Missionaries in Haiti 

 

 

“But those who hope in the LORD will renew their strength.  They will soar on wings like 

eagles;  they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.”  Isaiah 40:31 
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