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Good News Letter 
 Stuart Congregational Church is a mission community created and  

empowered by the Holy Spirit as a tool to draw all people to Christ. 
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

 
 

 
Summer Time 

 
Summer is almost over and it went by quickly.  Parents 
are excited because children go back to school in three 
weeks.  Renovations are underway in our Christian Edu-
cation Building to meet the city’s compliance standard for 
a school.  Paul Piatti and his team have been working 
hard to complete the tasks and get the city approval for operating the school on 
our campus.  SCC is leasing the facility to a home school co-op “For the Love of 
Learning”.  We are excited to have the group utilize our campus and be able to 
expand our Children’s Ministry. 
 
The summer camp programs were very successful this year and well attended.  
The first fishing camp had 20 children attend.  The Surf Camp was early and the 
algae had no impact, although the surf shop’s subsequent camps had to be can-
celled.  We had 22 children attend.  The second fishing camp had 44 children.  
The challenge was to find clean sites for fishing.  Mark and his volunteers did a 
great job.  Everything caught was thrown back and not eaten at the banquet.  
Eighteen high school and ten junior high school children went to the panhandle 
for a weekend camp.  I want to thank all the staff and volunteers for making the 
summer happen for our children.  
 
We are in final negotiations with the Search Committee’s candidate for our Di-
rector of Children’s Ministry.  The committee spent six months searching and 
interviewing candidates all over the US.  We even had a candidate from North 
Carolina visit for a weekend.  Mr. Raymond Laird, who lives in Jensen Beach 
with his wife Beverly, is our unanimous choice for the position.  Ray was the 
Children Coordinator at the Belle Glade Center for Christ Fellowship and a for-
mer Pastor at Island Baptist Church in Ocean City, NJ.  Ray will make a great 
addition to our ministerial team.     
 
                    Sincerely, 

    Curtis L Quinter  
            President 
                       Stuart Congregational Church 
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The Good News Letter is published monthly during the winter and bi-monthly during the summer by the Stuart Congregational Church.   

There is no charge for a subscription. 

 

The church is located at the corner of Aster Lane and Ruhnke Streets, one half mile north of Indian Street. 
Mailing address: 3110 SE Aster Lane, Stuart, FL 34994.  Telephone: (772) 287-5951.   

Website: www.stuartcongregationalchurch.org 

 

 Rev. Dr. Timothy Roberts: Pastor 
 Jeanne Koeper:  “Good News Letter” Layout Artist, Editor and Publisher 

 Deadline for articles is the 15th of the month preceding each publication. 

 

Your Staff 
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Jeanne Koeper 

Office Administrator 

 

 

John Tierney 

Custodian 

 

 

Office Hours 
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Monday-Friday 

 

 

Worship Times 

Sundays: 

10:00 AM Sanctuary  

11:14 AM Chapel 

 

Nursery Care Available 
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Good News Letter 

 

New School at SCC! 

 
 

Dear Friends, 
 
I recently met a young (early 30s?) couple at SCC.  They attended the 10:00 AM 
service one week, and then they worshiped at the 11:14 AM service the following 
week.  They have two beautiful young children – a boy and a girl – who attended 
our children’s ministry each of those weeks.  This couple, and their children, 
loved all of those experiences!  You might be asking, “Tim, how did they get connected to SCC?”  I’m glad 
you asked.  They found us because they inquired about the new school coming to SCC.  Please note: 
the school has not yet started but families are already “connecting the dots” to the church and our 
children’s ministries.  Praise God! 
 
Krista Cromwell is the director of “For the Love of Learning,” the new school coming to SCC.  
FTLOL is a three-day-a-week home-school co-op.  Additionally there will be a private five-day-a-
week Waldorf school option for FTLOL students.  FTLOL has more than 60 children who will be 
nurtured on our campus throughout a given week.  Praise God! 
 
FTLOL is not a renter.  FTLOL is a ministry partner and a strategic discipleship opportunity for 
SCC!  That is to say, we have the opportunity to help shape young lives and to spiritually and intellec-
tually nurture young souls.  Jesus said, “Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations.”  The church staff 
has been invited to participate in discipling the children of FTLOL.  We will help lead weekly Bible 
studies and twice-weekly chapel.  We will help lead children and their families closer to Jesus and his 
grace.  Praise God for this fantastic opportunity! 
 
Please pray for the teachers, administrators, SCC staff, children and families associated with FTLOL.  
And stop by on a weekday to check out the action.  FTLOL officially begins August 15th.  God is 
moving in powerful ways at SCC, and it is my great privilege to be part of it all!  I hope you feel the 
same way. 
 
In the Grip of Grace! 

 
Pastor Tim  

WEDNESDAY FAMILY NIGHT RETURNS! 
 

On September 14th we will begin the next Family Night Program and it’s going 
to be a truly exciting experience.  This twelve-week video program entitled “The 
Epic of Eden—Understanding the Old Testament” will take us on an inspiring 
adventure.  The Bible has truly stood the test of time and is worthy of our atten-
tion and devotion, even though at times its complexity can be daunting. 
 

Please come and join in this moving and poignant study of the Bible, which will 
help you understand and appreciate Scripture and the purpose it holds for your 
daily life. Dinner will be served at 5:30 PM in the Fellowship Hall and class will 
begin at 6:30 PM in the Chapel.  Can’t wait to have you join me! 
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“Through Christ, God established the  
Covenant of Grace. This was an act of God’s love  
and mercy for us. Unlike the Covenant of Works,  

this Covenant of Grace was tied to God’s promises  
rather than human obedience. The Pilgrims  
and Puritans looked to these covenants to  
make sense of their relationship with God  

and to understand how to be in relationships  
with each other.” 

 
 

Excerpt taken from The Art & Practice 
of the Congregational Way 

By Rev. Dr. Elizabeth Mauro 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
L-R: Paul Piatti, Chairman; Trish Smith, Secretary; Don Laurence; Kevin McDonald; 
Chuck Kolb.  Absent from picture: Tom Brendal; Ned Hughes; and William Potter. 

(Photo by Tim Roberts) 

 

Your Building and Property Board has been extremely busy 
this calendar year! Not only do we decide what and how 
things get done to keep our campus and buildings in good 
repair to fill the needs of our church, but many of our mem-
bers take it upon themselves to actually do a lot of work 
themselves. The board members’ contributions of time and 
labor are what keep our church campus looking good and 
functioning properly. 
 
Since January 1, 2016, this board has accomplished the fol-
lowing: 
 
1.   Added Don Laurence as a member. 
2.   Installed security cameras in various areas of the Fellow-
 ship Hall and Chapel. 
3.   Contracted Valley Crest, our landscapers, to repair all 
 leaks in the irrigation system. 
4.   Contracted with Emilio’s Land Design to clean up the 
 areas of weeds and mud between the sanctuary and Fel-
 lowship Hall. The newly planted aboricola trinette was 
 weeded and mulched, pavers were installed next to the 
 sanctuary, and rock fill and new sod completed the clean
 up in that area. 
5.   A new golf cart was donated for transportation for mem-
 bers from the parking area to the sanctuary. A ramp was 
 built to house it in the new storage shed, and electric was 
 installed to keep it charged.  
6.   The chapel foyer door locks have been replaced with pan-
 ic hardware in order to insure that they are kept locked 
 during non-service hours. 
7.   A kick stop was added to the doors on the side of the 
 sanctuary to facilitate pedestrian traffic after the  
 10:00  AM service. 
8.   Paul Piatti checked with Valley Crest regarding mainte-
 nance of the pond, irrigation and fertilizing. 
9.   A workday was held to do finish painting the outside of 
 the perimeter wall. 

10.  Monty’s Tree Service trimmed and pruned 43 palm trees, 
 as well as all oak trees. They also removed three trees. 
11.  A permit was obtained from the City of Stuart to build a 
 new fence around the dumpster and the work was com-
 pleted. 
12.  A licensed roofing contractor repaired the leak in the  
 Christian Ed Building and Paul completed replacing the 
 water damaged ceiling tiles inside. 
13.  At Paul’s request, Women’s Fellowship provided $1,500 
 for the residing of our old storage shed which was done. 
14.  Kevin McDonald completed needed repairs on the a/c 
 unit for the sanctuary. He charged the church only for 
 parts. All his labor was donated. 
15.  The plants in the new pots outside the entrances to the 
 chapel were all replaced by Sandra Barnett. John, our
 custodian, is instructed to water them daily until bubblers 
 are  installed. 
16.  The American flag out front was replaced with a new 
 one. The old one was properly retired by the American 
 Legion. 
17.  The sign at the entrance to the church from Ruhnke 
 Street has been lighted by Kevin McDonald. Lighting has 
 also been provided on the trees to the west of the en-
 trance. Additional electrical work was completed which 
 included fixing all interior lights in the CEB, repairing 
 restroom fans, and checking all exit signs. 
18.  Paul Piatti painted curbs throughout the property with  
 yellow caution paint. 
19.  Chuck Kolb inspected the playground and found it in 
 good order. There were a few minor items (cleaning the 
 slides, and pounding down a few stakes that hold back 
 the mulch) and he will take care of those items. 
20.  The fire alarm went off one night and Chuck responded 
 to the church. It appears to be a faulty smoke detector 
 and  Chuck will replace it. 
21.  Esther Easly’s office has been moved to the sanctuary to 
 provide an office for a new Director of Children’s  
 Ministry. 
22.  The home school group, For the Love of Learning, has 
 joined forces with The Waldorf School, and they will be 
 renting the CEB during the week to use for their school. 
 The Buildings and Property Board has estimated that the 
 needed renovations to bring the building up to code for 
 this use will be approximately $15,000 which will in-
 clude: 
 A.  10 interior fire doors rated at least 45 minutes (Paul 
  will personally do as much as possible of the work  
  himself. He will reuse all the hardware and windows 
  from the existing interior doors.) 
 B.   Two new exterior doors in existing classrooms 
 C.   A five-foot fence with five-foot gates to enclose the 
  outside area of the playground.  Funds for this pro- 
  ject have been found by Pastor Tim and the work has 
  been contracted out to licensed contractors. The goal 
  is to be finished by August 15 for the start of the  
  school year. 
 
We hope you appreciate all this board does for the church. 
Please take the time to personally thank its members when 
you see them ! 
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 Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat 

 

1 
8:00 AM  Newsletter Mailing                         
9:00 AM  Bldgs. & Property 
5:30 PM   Deacons            

6:00 PM   Zumba           

2 
 

3 
 

4 
 

 
 

5 
 

6 
8:30 AM   Men’s Breakfast    

(at Alice’s Restaurant) 
9:00 AM   FTLOL Open  
                   House 

7 
10:00 AM     Worship      
11:14  AM     Epic Worship 

11:14  AM     Kid’s Church  

8                  

6:00 PM  Zumba    
7:30 PM  Adult Discipleship       

9                  
7:30 AM      Men’s Disciple Café   
10:00 AM   Staffing Meeting    
1:00 PM     Outreach Committee 
 
 

10               
11:00 AM     Welcome Comm.                                                

11 
11:30 AM   Women’s 
Fellowship Luncheon 

(Chris D’Anna’s)                                   

12 13 
9:00 AM   FTLOL Open   
                   House 
9:00 AM  - 11:00 AM 
Back To School Bash 
 

14 
10:00 AM     Worship      
11:14  AM    Epic Worship 

11:14 AM     Kid’s Church  
 

15                                

6:00 PM  Zumba          

16 
7:30 AM   Men’s Disciple Café      

9:00 AM  Bd. Of Trustees   
5:30 PM   Stephen Ministers 
 
    

17 
 

18 

 

19 20 
6:00 PM  -  9:30 PM 
Youth Group “Chill Time” 
 

21              
10:00 AM     Worship      
11:14  AM     Epic Worship 

11:14 AM      Kid’s Church  
12:30 PM     New Member     
                     Class 

22 
6:00 PM  Zumba                

7:00 PM Adult Discipleship  
23             
7:30 AM Men’s Disciple Café 
5:30 PM   Stephen Ministry      

7:00 PM    Church Council 
 

24               25              

 

26 
 
 

27         
 
    

28             
10:00 AM     Worship      
11:14  AM     Epic Worship 

11:14 AM      Kid’s Church 
New Members Join Church  

29 
6:00 PM  Zumba          

30              
7:30 AM   Men’s Disciple Café 

 

31 
 

   

GLOBAL LEADERSHIP  SUMMIT 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat 

    

1 
7:00 PM   Choir Practice                  

2 
 
 

3 
8:30 AM   Men’s Breakfast  

(at Alice’s Restaurant) 

4 
10:00 AM     Worship      
11:14  AM     Epic Worship 

11:14  AM     Kid’s Church    

5                 

           
 

6                  
7:30 AM  Men’s Disciple Café  

5:30 PM   Stephen Ministers 
 
 
 

7               
10:00 AM   Women of Faith                                      

8 
11:30 AM   Women’s 
Fellowship  Luncheon 
(Josephine’s)                      

7:00 PM   Choir Practice                  

9 10 
 

11 
10:00 AM     Worship      
11:14  AM    Epic Worship 

11:14 AM     Kid’s Church  
 

12                                
9:00 AM   Bldgs & Property 
5:30 PM    Deacons          

6:00 PM  Zumba          

13 
7:30 AM   Men’s Disciple Café      

1:00 PM   Outreach Board 
 
    

14             
10:00 AM   Women of Faith                                     

6:30 PM     Family Dinner/    
                 Program  Resumes                           

8:00 PM    EPIC Band         
                    Rehearsal 

15 

7:00 PM   Choir Practice                  
 
 

16 

 
 

17 

18              
10:00 AM     Worship      
11:14  AM     Epic Worship 

11:14 AM      Kid’s Church  

19 
6:00 PM  Zumba               

7:00 PM Adult Discipleship  
20             
7:30 AM Men’s Disciple Café 

9:00 AM   Board of Trustees 
5:30 PM Stephen Ministry 

21            
10:00 AM   Women of Faith 

6:30 PM     Family Dinner/    
                      Program        

8:00 PM    EPIC Band         
                    Rehearsal 

22                        

7:00 PM   Choir Practice                  
23 24        

5:30 AM  Youth Group  

“Sun Up  -  Sun Down”              
 
    

25              
Youth Group  “Sun Up  -      
                              Sun Down”              
10:00 AM     Worship      
11:14  AM     Epic Worship 

11:14 AM      Kid’s Church  

26 
6:00 PM  Zumba          

27              
7:30 AM Men’s Disciple Café 
7:00 PM   Church Council 

28 
10:00 AM   Women of Faith  

6:30 PM     Family Dinner/      
                     Program        

8:00 PM    EPIC Band         
                    Rehearsal 

29 
7:00 PM   Choir Practice                  

30  
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Michael Emery 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

You can make a gift of a house or a farm while retaining the use of the property for as 
long as you live.  You make a gift now but retain the security of knowing you may keep 
the use of it for life.  The satisfaction of giving, as well as a charitable tax deduction, are 
enjoyed now rather than later. 
 
You continue to take care of the property, pay the taxes, and even receive any income it 
generates.  But, because you have made a gift of the property by deed, it does not pass 
through your probate estate at death.  This strategy may save expense and delays.  Since 
the Internal Revenue Code changes from time to time, your own attorney or financial 
advisor can best provide the specific information you seek.  

 
 

STUART CONGREGATIONAL  

CHURCH FOUNDATION 
Let’s continue the discussion on different ways to give! 

 

Real Estate Remainders 
Give Your Home – But Continue to Live There  

We are having a great summer in the children’s ministry department!  For the 
month of July, and the first Sunday in August, the children are learning about 
“Undercover Heroes” of the Bible – people in the Bible who are not well known.  
Some of them include Miriam, Aaron, Naaman’s servant girl, Deborah, and Nehe-
miah.  The main idea is that God uses people in different ways.  You do not need to 
be in the spotlight to be an effective follower of Jesus. 
   
We have had some wonderful volunteers who have assisted greatly in helping things 
run smoothly.  I am very grateful to each of them!  In addition, childcare was pro-
vided during the Wednesday evening teaching series. 
 
It has been my pleasure to work with the children at Stuart Congregational Church 
during these summer weeks. 
 
Blessings, 
 
Julie Fuller 
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WHAT IS A COLUMBARIUM? 

 

A Columbarium is a place where remains of people who are cremated have 

their ashes inured.  The Stuart Congregational Church has a Columbarium 

and the Columbarium Committee will gladly answer questions and show 

you the Columbarium location.  Please call any one of the committee  

members at the numbers listed below. 

 

Susan Powell:  286-2222; Connie and Dave Collin:  225-2389; and  

Carl Hoffman:  781-8167 

Committee  

Members: 
Susan Powell, Chair 
Connie Collin 
Dave Collin 

Carl Hoffman 

  
 

 

 

 

August 2nd   -  Jack & Joan Walkey 
August 4th    -  Bill & Esther Deamer; Ned & Marian 
          Hughes; Tom & LaVon Thompson 
August 6th    -  Brian &April Hicks 
August 8th    -  Chuck & Chris Kempf 
August 9th    -  Steve & Jo Lunsford 
August 15th  -  Tim & Ann Timmons 
August 16th  -  Steve & Judy Shellabarger 
August 17th  -  Norm & Margo Brinsley 
August 22nd  -  Hal & Elsie Schafer 
August 28th  -  Bernie & Jody Braskamp 

 
 
 
September 1st    -   Don & Judi Laurence  
September 2nd   -  Hugh &Theola Haines 
September 14th  -  George & Ginny Corrigan 
September 18th  -  Bill & Kay Plossl 
September 21st   -  Dick & Laura Kastenschmidt 

September 22nd  -  Dave & Nyla Christensen 
   

August 1   -  Erica Garwood 
August 2   -  Marilyn Buckley 
August 4   -  Claire Hoffman 
August 5   -  Bill Britton & Bob Buhl 
August 7   -  Christine Kempf 
August 8   -  Anette Bohatyritz 
August 13 -  Laura Cox, Robin Emery & Barb Harrington 
August 14 -  Hayley MacMannis 
August 16 -  Judi Laurence & Kevin McDonald 
August 17 -  Tim Hughes & LaVon Thompson 
August 18 -  Claire Murdoch 
August 21 -  Zoe Roberts & Joe Rush 
August 22 -  Brian Hicks &Pat Murchison  
August 23 -  Hester Armstrong 
August 24 -  Barbara McNeil  
August 25 -  June Johnson 
August 26 -  Harry Ahlheim &Diana Gallagher 
August 28 -  Doris Bottcher 
August 30 -  Bill Needle 
August 31 -  Barbara Bedell & Nathan Tierney 
 

September 1  -  Connie Collin & Nestor Gonzalez 

September 2  -  Lee Rush 

September 4  -  Karol Grabowski 

September 6  -  Bob Heays 

September 9 -- Al Peck & Anna Timmons 

September 10 -  Debby Connett 

September 12 -  Evelyn Brown 

September 14 -  Tom Bohatyritz, Pat Doolittle &  

  Theola Haines,    

September 15 -  Steve Shellabarger 

September 21 -  Bobbi Kauffman 

September 22 -  Karen Gianfortone 

September 24 -  Mack Boykin 

September 25 -  Hal Schafer & Mary Willis 

September 27 -  Marie Bryan & Ann Spang 

September 29 -  Trish Smith &Yvonne Walker & 

September 30 -  Jim Coy & Tim Timmons 
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      Mark Nygard, Youth Ministry 
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Immediately following this class, a simple meal will be served so 
that we can continue to converse. If  needed, accommodations for 
child care will be available.   

We are thrilled to announce 
that the next New Member 
Class will be held on Sunday, 
August 21st at 12:30 PM.  
This class will afford interested 
people the opportunity for us to 
get to know each other better, 
for questions to be asked and to 
learn more about the history 
and the life of  SCC. 

Please share this invitation with friends and loved ones as our 
Church continues to grow, not only in congregants, but in love, 
faith, devotion and spirituality. 
 

If  you know of  someone who may be interested in attending this 
class, they can get more information by calling the church office at 
772-287-5951 between the hours of  8:30 AM—12:30 PM. 
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                HOMEWORK ANGELS 
WE ARE AN EXTENDED FAMILY 

 
Meet Gisselle and Pablo, children of Arturo and 
Marqurlia Martinez -Torres.  This family has been 
attending HWA for many years. The two oldest 
daughters, Yari and Yanni, started with HWA when 
Barbara MacMannis began the program. Their son, 
Arturo, left last year to attend the 6th grade.  HWA 
tutors children in grades K-5.  Now the two youngest 
siblings, Gisselle and Pablo are attending.  They are 
a lovely family and so grateful for the HWA program 
which SCC provides. 
 
The last session of HWA had 21 children enrolled, 
which represented 13 families. (Eight families with 
two children each and 5 single families.)   Many of 
the children attend from kindergarten to fifth grade, 
which means the tutors get well acquainted with 
them and their parents. When a child has to leave 
because of age they are very reluctant and many say 
they will come back to help. 
 
We are so thankful for our tutors who volunteer 
Tuesday and Thursdays from 4:30 PM to 5:30 PM. 
We spend the first half-hour on homework and the 
last half-hour working on remedial needs. This year 
we had a little girl who was named student of the 
month because of her progress. We had a little boy 
from Columbia who was told he would not be pro-
moted. His teacher referred him to HWA. Just a few 
weeks ago his mother called to tell us he was promot-
ed to the third grade.  This is just one of the many 
success stories our students experience. 
 
The children treat each other like brothers and sis-
ters and are so helpful to one another.  They cheer for 
each other when someone is able to do a difficult task.   
It truly is a joy to be part of this extended family.   
 

Carol & Larry Beachy 
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Equipping  
the  

Saints 
 

In Ephesians 4  (NIV), 
 Paul talks about pastors and  
other leaders as gifts God has  
given the church “to equip his 
people for works of  service, so 
that the body of  Christ may be 
built up.” Stephen Ministry has 
given us an organized way to  
equip those gifted for caring  

ministry so that they can build up 
the body of  Christ by providing 

Christian care and support to 
those experiencing a difficult 
time.  If  you would like more  
information on our Stephen  
Ministry please contact any  
of  our Stephen Ministers  

or Stephen Leaders.   
You can also call  
Erica Garwood  

at (772) 225-3366. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GIVING INSTRUMENTS 
As a convenience to you, SCC provides automatic bill pay and electronic giving. Automatic bill pay can be set up 
through your bank with a form we can provide. Electronic giving can be found on the “Invest” link on the SCC 
website. Thank you for your ongoing support of the SCC ministries. 

 
ESTATE PLANNING 
Please remember Stuart Congregational Church in your estate planning. Our Endowment Funds and our Memori-
al Funds are two excellent opportunities for your giving consideration, be it through your wills, stocks, or as a 
named beneficiary of an insurance policy. This financially wise method of stewardship helps ensure the long-term 
financial stability of the church and provides a planned means for the church to continue its role in the lives of our 
members and those to whom we reach out, in our community and beyond. 
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Women’s Fellowship  
August & September Luncheons 
 
August 11th  -  Chris D’anna’s   
September 8th  -  Josephine’s   

Women’s Fellowship Officers 
Vice President:  Karen Gianfortone 

Treasurer:  Carol Beachy 

Secretary:  Susan Moore 

President 

Marilyn Bleam 

SCC Cookbook! 

We are still accepting submissions for our SCC cookbook.   So, it’s not too late to have your 
delectable recipe included in our collection.  Send your recipe to takisramsay@yahoo.com or if 
you have any questions, please call Takis at 305-967-5463. 

Join us as we meet for  
fellowship and breakfast  

on Aug.  6th and Sept. 3rd  
at 8:30 AM at  

Alice’s Restaurant. 

FOR THE LOVE OF LEARNING SCHOOL 

I was born and raised in Stuart/Palm City. I am married to my loving husband, Andrew. 
We have three children, Austin-18, Brandon-15 and Lexi-10. I homeschooled Austin for a 
few years because he was struggling in school and we loved every minute of it. In 2004, I 
decided to go back to college and graduated with a Bachelor’s in Public Administration 
with a minor in Public Procurement. I now have the opportunity to homeschool our 
daughter Lexi. I love the adventure of homeschooling and using every opportunity for an 
educational lesson. I am so excited to share my love for learning with the children. 
 
FOR THE LOVE OF LEARNING, is a full-time Waldorf inspired private school, born from the loving 
hearts and willful hands of parents seeking to improve their community, nurture their children, and empower 
worldly consciousness.  We seek to preserve the innocence and wonder of childhood, practice and encourage 
natural living, and provide for emotional safety. We seek to create a community of inclusivity and create an 
environment that demonstrates tolerance, compassion, and conscious thinking above all else. 
 
FOR THE LOVE OF LEARNING is more structured than a traditional co-op. Our goals are to provide a 
safe environment with excellent, organized classes for homeschooling families and their children and to pro-
vide support and encouragement to homeschooling parents and their roles as their child’s 
educator.  For more information, please contact me at fortheloveoflearningfl@gmail.com 
or 772-924-6770.   

Krista Cromwell                   
Director 
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Greetings from Haiti, 

 

Ken and I were so blessed to spend two weeks in the states this summer.  Love A Child is as busy 

as ever, and with the summer months comes the exiting of many of the missionaries for annual 

furloughs.  This leaves behind the remainder of the onsite missionaries doing double duty.  But, it 

is always wonderful when it is your turn to go to the States.  We enjoyed time with Ken’s family in 

the north, and our family here in the Stuart area.   

 

As we begin our third year at Love A Child we have started taking inventory of what goals we were 

able to obtain, and where we may have missed the mark.  This year, more than ever, I feel like 

I’ve accomplished many things at the clinic, but at the same time I have a feeling of falling short.  I 

also found it amusing that I think I know what the LORD’S mark is for us.  As humans, we are 

always hungering for instant gratification, and I have to remind myself the lives we touch and the 

goals we obtain are only a small fraction of what God will do with all the seeds He has given us the 

opportunity to plant. 

 

For me, the obvious goals are increasing productivity among the clinic staff by restructuring the 

way things were done to a more streamline, efficient work schedule, and work ethic.  For Ken it 

was a similar goal - to keep the construction and maintenance crews on task, and smooth transi-

tions from one project to another.  We have found both of those goals, although admirable, were 

probably not the true goal of what the LORD was looking for us to accomplish. 

 

The clinic staff who participates in the morning devotions, thank me at least once a month for al-

lowing them the time in the morning to center themselves in Christ Jesus, and focus on His pur-

pose for them. 

 

At the end of the day I see Ken surrounded by the work crews, and they are laughing, and hugging 

like they had not been with each other all day.  They are thankful for his help, and guidance 

throughout the day so they can go home with a feeling of satisfaction for an honest day’s work. 

 

Ken and I have come to realize it is not the plan as much as it is the people.  A huge portion of 

love, mixed with grace, stir in some mercy with a pinch of holy anger, when needed, to reinforce 

God’s will above our own needs is a good recipe for a taste of His Kingdom building. 

 

Ever learning, and blessed, 

 

Barbara and Ken 

Ken and Barbara MacMannis 




