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                           DECEMBER DATES TO REMEMBER: 
 
December   5th at 8::30am:   Men’s Fellowship Breakfast 
December   6th at 12:30pm:  New Member Class 
December   9th at 11:00am:  Head Start Christmas Party 
December 10th at 11:30am:  Women’s Fellowship at Harbour Ridge CC 
December 12th  at 5:30pm:   Youth Christmas Party 
December 13th at 9:14am:    Congregational Meeting 
December 15th at 7:00pm:    A Stephen Ministry Christmas 
December 19th at 6:00pm:    Parent’s Night Out 
December 24th at 5:00pm:    Family Christmas Eve Service 
          at 6:30pm:    Traditional Christmas Eve Service 
December 25th & 26th :        Church Office Closed 
December 28th at 8:00am:    Newsletter Mailing 



  
PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

 
December will be my last month to serve you, 
the members of Stuart Congregational  Church, 
as the chair of the Church Council. Your new 
Chairman will be Curtis Quinter, a fine man and 
capable person. Curt brings his knowledge and 
experience to the forefront at a time that our 
church is growing in our mission and outreach. 
 
So much has been accomplished since Dr. Tim Roberts has taken 
over the helm of leadership and guidance at Stuart Congregation-
al Church. I speak for all of us when I commend him and thank 
him for his patience and guidance. 
 
When I was asked to serve as the chair I recited a statement that I 
believe in very firmly, “A leader is only as good as the people that 
he or she surround  themselves with.” Before accepting the posi-
tion I called on individuals and asked if they would counsel me on 
my decisions and they have been there for me the entire two 
years. I sincerely thank these individuals and everyone that has 
been so helpful during this time. 
 
I thank my wife Carol for her advice and support.  
 
Stuart Congregational Church, with the guidance of our Creator is 
in good hands. 
 
     Larry Beachy 
     Congregational President 
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The Good News Letter is published monthly during the winter and Bi-monthly during the summer by the Stuart Congregational Church .  There is 
no charge for a subscription. 
 
The church is located at the corner of Aster Lane and Ruhnke Streets, one half mile north of Indian Street. 
Mailing address: 3110 SE Aster Lane, Stuart, FL 34994.  Telephone: (772) 287-5951.   
Website: www.stuartcongregationalchurch.org 
 
 Rev. Dr. Timothy Roberts: Pastor 
 Laurel Jones:  Good News Newsletter Layout Artist, Editor and Publisher 
 Deadline for articles is the 10th of the month preceding publication 

 
Your Staff 

 
Rev. Dr. Timothy Roberts 

Pastor 
 
 
 
 

Dee Carr 
Children’s Ministry 

 

 
Mark Nygard 

Youth &  
Worship Ministries 

 
 

Esther Easley 
Music Director 

 
 
 
 

Laurel Jones 
Office Manager 

 
 

John Tierney 
Custodian 

 
 

Office Hours 
8:30 am—12:30 pm 

Monday-Friday 
 
 

Worship Times: 
Sundays: 

8:00 am Chapel 
10:00 am Sanctuary  

11:14 am Chapel 
 

Nursery Care available 
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GET READY FOR GOOD NEUSS 

 
Dear Friends, 
 
The seasons of Advent and Christmas are all about the good news of 
Jesus! But this year we are going to hear the good neuss. That’s right, 
we are going to view Jesus and the Gospel story through the parables 
of Dr. Seuss. With the help of Dr. Seuss, we will view the Christmas 
story through the eyes of children. It’s all about children anyway, 
right? The central figure at Christmas, after all, is the Christ child… 
baby Jesus! We sing “Silent Night, Holy Night,” and “O Little Town of Bethlehem,” and 
we set out nativity scenes, all to focus on a child name Jesus. When Isaiah prophesied 
about Jesus he said, “For to us a child is born, a son is given…” (9:6), and he said, “a 
little child will lead them.” (11:6) Advent and Christmas are about children. 
 
In our church we celebrate children during this season. Our Outreach Board sponsors 
a Head Start kids Christmas party. Our Homework Angels throw a party as well. Our 
children will participate with us in the Spiritual Christmas Tree program, as well as in 
the lighting of Advent wreaths. We will cater to our children & families during our 
5:00pm Christmas Eve family service. And children will enjoy special Advent and 
Christmas festivities during Children’s Church each Sunday. 
 
In our culture we emphasize children during this season. Lines will form to sit on San-
ta’s lap. Child friendly Christmas parades will flow through our town. Children and 
their families will watch “A Charlie Brown Christmas,” or “A Christmas Story” (a favor-
ite tradition for me with my kids). Cookies will be baked, lights will be hung, trees will 
be decorated, stockings will be stuffed, and the Elf on the Shelf will emerge, all for 
children. Advent and Christmas are all about children. 
 
So get ready to see Jesus like a child. Get ready to have a Seussian view... woo hoo… a 
view the likes of which you never knew. Get ready to celebrate children, but mostly the 
Christ child. Get ready for the Good Neuss According to Dr. Seuss. 
 
       In the Grip of Grace, 
       Pastor Tim 
 
                                *************************************************** 
 
BEING CONGREGATIONALISTS… 
“We Congregationalists of modern America are heirs of a heritage that has long been 
forgotten. We live with the memory of a great tradition and yet we are no longer sure 
of what it is. Back in their 17th century days of vision they saw straight through all the 
magic and machinery of medievalism to an early Christian life in which all the trap-
pings were cut away and Christ alone stood powerful and real at the heart of the 
Church.” 
Excerpt taken from The Congregational Way of Life, by Arthur A. Rouner, Jr. 
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COFFEE WITH JESUS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
********************************************************************* 

“The Good Neuss According to Dr. Seuss” 
During the month of December, Kid’s Church will be entering the world of Dr. 
Seuss.  Come join us as we hear about “The Good Neuss According to Dr. 
Seuss” geared specifically to the children.  Each week we’ll enjoy fun activities 
and lessons based on Dr. Seuss.  Kid’s Church begins at 11:14am.  See you 
there!!! 
 

Wednesday Goes Orange! 
For the month of December, we will be continuing our Orange lessons on Wednesday 
nights.  Join us as we embark on the Triple Dog Dare Compassion lessons.  We will begin 
our lesson at 6:30pm following the Family Night dinner. 
 
Parent’s Night Out 
On December 19th from 6:00pm -9:00pm we will have our 1st Parent’s Night Out.  Chil-
dren in grades PreK-5 are invited to an evening of dinner, games, crafts, and Christmas 
movies.  Cost for this event is $15.00 with a $30.00 maximum cost.  If you are interest-
ed, please register in advance by emailing:  dee@stuartcongregationalchurch.org. 
 
Christmas Eve at SCC Kids 
We will be having a special family service on Christmas Eve beginning at 
5:00pm in the Chapel.  We look forward to seeing you there. 

Children’s Ministry 

Dee Carr, Children’s Ministry 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjx_ISIqanJAhXHez4KHW5bCmIQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Famomknowsbest.com%2F2012%2F02%2Fpbs-kids-presents-dr-seuss-marathon%2F&bvm=bv.108194040,d.dmo&psig=AFQjCNGcbQfq69
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SPECIAL CHRISTMAS & ADVENT EVENTS 
 
Invite a friend or a family in your neighborhood to 
join you for these SCC events: 
 

Advent wreath lighting & a Dr. Seuss parable each 
Sunday 
 
Christmas Cantata music each Sunday (10:00am) 
 
Dr. Seuss stage setup each Sunday (8:00 & 
11:14am) 
 
Potluck Lunch (12:30pm) & “Spiritual Christmas 
Tree” (1:15pm) Nov. 29th 

 
Service of Healing & Remembrance Tuesday, Dec. 
15th (7:00pm) 
 
Wednesday Family Night dinner (5:30pm) and 
“Praying the Scriptures” (6:30pm) 
 
Christmas Eve family worship (5:00pm in chapel) 
 
Christmas Eve formal worship (6:30pm in sanctu-
ary) 

 
    *************************************************** 
 

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
The annual congregational meeting will be held at 
9:14am in the sanctuary on Sunday, December 13th 
for the purpose of electing new officers & board  
members, adopting the 2016 church budget, and  
for hearing a report from the SCC Foundation. 



          SCC -  December 2015 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

          
       1 

7:30am - Disciple 
Café’ 
4:30 pm  
Homework Angels 
4:30pm Stephen 
Leaders   
5:30pm Stephen 
Ministers 

        2 
 
5:30pm  Family Night 
Supper 
6:30pm Family Night 
Program 
 
8:30pm EPIC  Band  
Rehearsal 

      3 
4:30 pm  
Homework Angels 
 
7 pm Choir 
Rehearsal 

      4 
 
 

    5 
8:30am Men’s 
Breakfast 

    6 
Canned Goods for 
Salvation Army 
 
12:30pm  New 
Members Class 
 
12:30-2:30p 
Youth Group 
 
5:30pm  Women’s 
Missional Bible 

7 
 
9 am  Buildings 
& Properties  Board 
 
10 am  Board of 
Deacons 
 
 
 
 

8 
 
7:30am - Disciple 
Café’ 
 
4:30 pm  
Homework Angels 
 
 

 

        9 
11:00am  Head Start 
Christmas  Party 
 
5:30pm  Family Night 
Supper 
6:30pm Family Night 
Program 
 
8:30pm EPIC  Band  
Rehearsal 

    10 
 
11:30am Women’s 
Fellowship Lunch 
at Harbour Ridge 
Yacht & CC 
 
7 pm Choir 
Rehearsal 

      11 
 

 

12 
 
5:30-9:00pm 
Youth  
Christmas  
Party 

    13 
 
9:14am  Annual 
Congregational 
meeting 
 
12:30-2:30p 
Youth Group 
 
 

14 
 
 

    15 
7:30am - Disciple 
Café 
9:00am  Board of 
Trustees 
4:30 pm  
Homework Angels 
 
7:00pm Stephen 
Ministry  
Christmas  Service 

      16 
11:00am Welcome  
Committee 
 
5:30pm  Family Night 
Supper 
6:30pm Family Night 
Program 
 
8:30pm EPIC  Band  
Rehearsal 

    17 
 
4:30 pm  
Homework Angels  
 
7 pm Choir 
Rehearsal 

18 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   19 
 
6:00-9:00pm 
Parent’s Night 
Out 

20 
 
12:30-2:30p 
Youth Group 

21 
 
 
 
 

22 
 
7:30am - Disciple 
Café’ 
 
7:00pm  Church 
Council 
 

23 
 
8:30pm EPIC  Band  
Rehearsal 

   24 
 
5:00pm  Family 
Christmas Eve 
Service 
 
6:30pm   
Traditional  
Christmas Eve 
Service 

25 
 

26 
 
 

   27 
 
12:30-2:30p 
Youth Group 
    

    28 
 
8:30 am  
Newsletter  
Mailing 
 
 
 

29 
 
7:30am - Disciple 
Café’ 
 
7 pm Board  of  
Directors 

30 
 
 

31 
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Merry Christmas 



Page 7 Good News Letter 

 

A CHRISTMAS STORY WITH A HAPPY ENDING 
 

 A year ago, Sarah and her family had fallen on hard times.  Her husband 
had recently lost his job, they had a 10 year old daughter, and Sarah was 
forced to stay at home with a high-risk pregnancy.  They were struggling to 
keep a roof over their heads and food in the fridge. There was no way they 
were going to have a Christmas to celebrate. 
 Sarah said, “You cannot imagine how hard it is to sit your child down 
and tell her there were going to be no gifts for Christmas”.  But then she signed 
up for the Salvation Army’s Christmas Assistance Program, and they received a week’s worth 
of food, and a bag of gifts of clothing and toys for their daughter.  “It was more than we 
could have ever imagined.  Watching the excitement on her face brought tears to my eyes”.   
 Now they are back on their feet; their family has grown by one, a baby boy; Sarah’s 
husband has a well-paying job, and they can now give their kids plenty of Christmas pre-
sents.  They decided to cut back on their own gift giving, and are giving more presents to 
another family.  “We were very thankful for what The Salvation Army provided for our family 
last year, and we knew we wanted to give back”. 
 Sarah and her family wouldn’t have been helped in the past if it were not for the sup-
port of friends like you.  How about this Christmas? Your faithful giving of your time, just two 
hours, makes it possible for The Salvation Army to do the most good…..at Christmas, and all 
year around.  Please sign up for a few hours this Christmas season to give back to those in 
need. 
 This will be the eleventh year Stuart Congregational Church has offered to assist the 
Salvation Army with their Red Kettle Christmas Campaign.  Over the years this has been a 
very successful holiday program for our Church as we continue reaching out to the least for-
tunate families of Martin County.  Over the past ten years, our church raised over $150,000, 
supported over 6,000 families and nearly 12,000 children had a Christmas when they would 
have had none.   
 This year, once again, 500 families with 1,100 children have already been accepted to 
receive help from the Salvation Army so they can have a Christmas.  Keep in mind that the 
Salvation Army is not in the business of giving hand outs; their mission is to give a hand up 
to those in need and to let those families know someone really cares. 
 As in the past, I am not asking for monetary donations, only a request that you consid-
er offering two hours of your time to help a family that, without your help, will not have a 
Christmas this year.  This is truly an opportunity to do God’s work. 
 The schedules are now ready with nine days available for you to become involved in a 
most rewarding way to help the less fortunate at this joyous Christmas season.  Our group of 
volunteers cover every Friday and Saturday between Thanksgiving and Christmas, including 
Christmas Eve at three Walgreen locations; Indian Street and Cove Road in Stuart, and High 
Meadow Avenue in Palm City. 
 Again, no one is asked to donate money, only time; two hour shifts of your choosing 
on days convenient for you.  I am in church every Sunday after each service to make it easy 
to sign up.  Feel free to call me at home (223-5597) to arrange a time.  Be prepared to expe-
rience an elevated Christmas Spirit as you ring the bells and feel the wonder of the season 
overwhelm you at this most joyous time of the year. 
 God bless all our bell ringing volunteers, and remember the words of Evangeline 
Booth: 
 
“…There is no reward equal to that of doing the most good to the most people in the most need.” 
 
       Charlie Stracuzzi 
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A STEPHEN MINISTRY CHRISTMAS: 

HOPE, HEALING, AND REMEMBRANCE 
 

 
I was once asked by an individual who was considering becoming a  
Stephen Minister, “Why do you guys want to get into the middle of such 
desperate situations?  Doesn’t it depress you and disrupt your life?”   
Nothing could be further from the truth.  As Stephen Ministers we all share 
in Christ’s calling to reach out to our brothers and sisters and offer a  
compassionate, non-judgmental ear to whatever their needs may be.  As we serve as  
care-givers our lives are enriched and we are humbled to be invited into the turmoil of 
any individual struggling to make sense of life’s twists and turns. 
 
But it is not gloom and doom.  Stephen Ministers are experienced and trained to  
encourage our care-receivers to step forward with hope and faith, secure in the  
knowledge that God is with us and will steer us through the storm. 
 
For the past two years Stephen Ministry has conducted a special Christmas Service to  
give thanks for the opportunity to serve and to reaffirm our individual commitments to 
continuing our ministry.  It is notable that even Stephen Ministers who presently are not 
actively engaged attend and participate in this ceremony.  The legacy of Stephen Ministry 
is a part of our lives, past…present…and future. 
 
This year we are expanding our Christmas Service with an invitation to all members of  
the congregation, families, and friends who want to share an hour of meditation, prayer, 
communion, and a memorial candlelight service.  Pastor Tim will be delivering a  
Christmas homily, and there will be a special music program.  Light refreshments will be 
served afterwards in Fellowship Hall.   
 
So we invite you to join us and your neighbors for a very special Stephen Ministry  
Christmas service on Tuesday, December 15, at 7:00 PM in the Chapel.  Come be with  
us as we close out this year and celebrate hope, healing, and remembrance as we look  
toward the coming months.      
 
 
       John Garwood 
       Stephen Leader 
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                            *********************************************        
 
WHAT IS A COLUMBARIUM? 
 
A Columbarium is a place where remains of people who are cremated have 
their ashes inured.  The Stuart Congregational Church has a Columbarium 
and the Columbarium Committee will gladly answer questions and show 
you the Columbarium location.  Please call any one of the committee mem-
bers at the numbers listed below. 
 
Susan Powell:  286-2222; Connie and Dave Collins:  225-2389; Carl Hoff-
man:  781-8167 

Committee  
Members: 
Susan Powell, Chair 
Connie Collins 
Dave Collins 
Carl Hoffman 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 
12/02  Vicki Linman 
12/03  Yakira Boykin, April Hicks 
12/05  Lorraine Campora 
12/06  John Garwood 
12/12  Chuck Kolb 
12/15  Charlie Grubb, Zavier Steere 
12/16  Marie Walsh 
12/17  Jim Sampson, Caryn Treister 
12/20  Marian Hughes 
12/21  Esther Deamer, Bill Deamer, Don Van Gorp 
12/24  Fred Twichell 
12/25  Tony Bartholomew, Linda Brockway 
12/26  Irene Swanson 
12/27  Dick Kastenschmidt 
12/28  Amy Hughes 
12/29  Mike Bercik, Judy Quinn, Jean Weaver 
12/30  Lisa Roberts 
12/31  Paula Schaaf 

DECEMBER  ANNIVERSARIES 

 
12/05  Tom & Sarah Brendal 
12/24  Tony & Dottie Bartholomew 
12/30  Norm & Judy Lay 
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      Mark Nygard, Youth Ministry 
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                                                      NEW MEMBERS 
 
Photos of our newest members, who joined on November 8, 2015.  Please take time to 
get to know these wonderful folks. 

 
 

Tim, Amy  & Logan Hughes 

Dorian Newbern &  
Allie, Abbie and Cole 

Ed & Marilyn Kuryluk 

Jim Lehberger 



 

      
 
 
 

                                  
                  MEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
 
 Join us as we meet at for great fellowship and good food! 
 
    on the 1st Saturday of the month,            
 
                    December 5th at 8:30 am 
 

                                    Please sign up in the Fellowship Hall 
                                                                              
            ************************************************ 

 

 
DECEMBER  WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP MEETING & LUNCHEON 

 
  will be on Thursday, December 10th at 11:30am      

 
at Harbour Ridge Yacht & Country Club 

 
Christmas Luncheon and Gift Exchange           

 
  Please sign up in the Fellowship Hall. 

 
 

 
 

JANUARY WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP MEETING & LUNCHEON 
 

  will be on Thursday, January 14th at 10:30am      
 

Trip to JUPITER WILDLIFE SANCTUARY 
(Wheelchair accessible) 

 
Meet at the church to carpool. 

 
Lunch at the Galaxy Diner. 

 
     Please sign up in the Fellowship Hall. 
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Women’s Fellowship Yard Sale,  February 27, 2016 

Please begin saving your items for the sale.  It will be here before you know it. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Want to play “Santa” for SCC and enjoy a tax deduction? Consider a year-end gift of cash or 
stock, or consider purchasing/donating these items on our (non-budgeted) wish list: 
 

Golf cart – For valet assistance for our handicapped, elderly, and overflow parkers. 
 

Passenger Van – For youth group and adult group outings. 
 

Radio Spots – For advertising the ministries of SCC. 
 

Hospitality Cart – a mobile welcome wagon/information booth. 
 

Camcorder – For enhanced video recording of worship services. 
 
Knocker Balls - For Youth group games and activities. 
 
Drum Cage Completion - For EPIC worship, to help with noise control. 

 
 
 
                 *************************************************************** 
 
 

ESTATE PLANNING 
 

Remember the church when you do estate planning. Our  
Endowment funds and our Memorial funds are two excellent 
opportunities for your giving consideration, be it through 
your wills, stocks, or as a named beneficiary of an insurance 
policy. This financially wise method of stewardship helps  
ensure the long-term financial stability of the church and  
provides a planned means for the church to continue its role 
in the lives of our members and those to whom we reach out, in our community  
and beyond. 
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SCC 
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LUNCH AND FELLOWSHIP  

WITH OUR HAITI MISSIONARIES 
 
 
“Love is something you do” is the every day life motto at Love A 
Child in Haiti where our SCC missionaries, Barbara and Ken  
MacMannis, are making a difference.  They are excited to report 
their return home for the Christmas holidays and are very anxious  
to hear and share news with their SCC family. 
                
A Pot Luck Luncheon, sponsored by the Outreach Board, is being planned for  

 
 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 27 at 12:30 p.m. 
 

PLEASE SIGN UP TO BRING A DISH TO SHARE 
 
 
Barbara and Ken will be making a presentation to share  all that they have been doing 
this past year and how they have grown in their faith.  Their stories are informative, in-
spiring, and expressed with a full measure of compassion.  
 
When reading the MacMannis blog (www.macmannis.org), I am often brought to tears 
with sadness for the suffering children and families, and what seems like overwhelming 
hopelessness.  But, my spirits are lifted in recognizing the amazing work that Barbara 
and Ken are accomplishing despite the many challenges they face each and every day.  
Their heartfelt commitment is to follow God’s plan for bringing His message of love, 
hope and salvation through His son, Jesus Christ, to the Haitian communities.   They 
are a blessing to the people of Haiti who are learning to put their lives in God’s hands. 
While this is a busy time for everyone, and only two days after Christmas, please take 
this opportunity to show Barbara and Ken your love and interest by placing this event at 
the top of your “MOST IMPORTANT” list.  “Love is something you do!” 
         
 
       In His service, 
       Marilyn McDonald 
       Board of Outreach 

 
 
 

http://www.macmannis.org



