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empowered by the Holy Spirit as a tool to draw all people to Christ. 
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

 

 

Church Family 
 

What is important to each one of us?  I believe it is family.  It 
starts with Grandparents, those who are lucky enough to have 
them.  Then your parents who spent their lives raising and 
loving you.  Finally, your children that you spent your life raising and loving. 
 

We, at Stuart Congregational Church, are a large family that cares about each other.  
All ages are involved from grandparents, parents, and children.  We have a responsi-
bility to each other to make our family work. 
 

Every one of us has stories about how our church family cares for each other.  We 
send cards when members are not feeling well; we visit those in the hospital; we give 
rides to church for those that are not able to drive.  The list goes on and on.  
 

One thing that came to our attention was the need for your contact information.  We 
all know each other, but if anything happened who would we contact for you?  We 
are expanding the church database to include personal contact information.  If the 
need arises, who are we to contact on your behalf?  Please fill out one of the Emer-
gency Contact Forms and we’ll do the rest.  
 

Have a joyous Christmas and a healthy and happy new year! 

 
                Sincerely, 

    Curtis L Quinter  

            President 
                Stuart Congregational Church 
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The Good News Letter is published monthly during the winter and bi-monthly during the summer by the Stuart Congregational Church.   
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The church is located at the corner of Aster Lane and Ruhnke Streets, one half mile north of Indian Street. 
Mailing address: 3110 SE Aster Lane, Stuart, FL 34994.  Telephone: (772) 287-5951.   

Website: www.stuartcongregationalchurch.org 
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Your Staff 

 

Rev. Dr. Timothy Roberts 

Pastor 

 
 

 

 

Ray Laird 

Children’s Ministry 
 

 

Mark Nygard 

Youth &  

Worship Ministries 

 

 

Esther Easley 

Music Director 

 

 

Jeanne Koeper 

Office Administrator 

 

 

John Tierney 

Custodian 

 

 

Office Hours 

8:30 AM—12:30 PM 

Monday-Friday 

 

 

Worship Times 

Sundays: 

8:00 AM    Chapel                        

10:00 AM   Sanctuary  

11:14 AM   Chapel 

 

Nursery Care Available 
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Looking Back,  
Looking Forward 

 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Advent is here! In a world that increasingly dismisses language unique to the Christian faith and holy sea-
sons, it is important for us to keep alive the tradition of Advent. So, what is Advent and how is it different 
from Christmas? 
 
The word “Advent” comes from the Latin word Adventus, and it means “coming,” or “arrival.” It refers to 
the coming or arrival of Jesus. We often assume that means his birth at Christmas, which it does, but it 
means more. Advent is the season of four Sundays before Christmas that 1) reminds us of Jesus’ first arri-
val (as a baby in a manger in Jerusalem) and, 2) prepares us for Jesus’ second coming at the end of time. 
So Advent helps us to look back and to look forward.  Think of it this way; it’s like your rear-view mirror 
and GPS device while driving a car. One helps you appreciate what is behind you while the other moves 
you into a pre-planned future. Advent is about celebrating Christmas, but it’s also about anticipating and 
preparing for an even better event: the second coming of Jesus as the Lord & Savior who will finally re-
store all creation to God’s original design and plan. 
 
So during Advent we look in our rear-view mirror and remember the Christmas stories.  “When Joseph 
woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. But 
he did not consummate  their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name Je-
sus.” (Matthew 1:24-25) 
 
And during Advent we look at our GPS to anticipate and navigate Jesus’ second arrival. We read and re-
claim his promised future. “Look, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to each per-
son according to what they have done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Be-
ginning and the End.” (Revelation 22: 12-13) 
 
So, for each of the four Sundays of Advent we blend together looking back with gratitude and looking for-
ward with hope. The season of Advent helps us keep the meaning of Christmas in proper focus. It’s more 
than a history lesson. It’s more than a baby in a manger. It’s also about King Jesus who will indeed return 
to make all things new.  That’s the best Christmas gift we could ever want. And so, like John who wrote 
the book of Revelation, we joyfully declare, “The Spirit and the bride say, ‘Come!’ And let the one who 
hears say, ‘Come!’ Let the one who is thirsty come; and let the one who wishes take the free gift of the 
water of life.”  
 
Happy Advent… Merry Christmas… and Amen! 
 
In the Grip of Grace! 
 

Pastor Tim 



 

 

 

 

 

“The seeds of  democracy can be found in the earliest  

beliefs of  Congregationalism. The influence of 

 Congregational beliefs in America helped set the stage  

or our democratic civil government.” 

Excerpt taken from  

The Art & Practice of  the Congregational Way,  

by the Rev. Dr. Elizabeth Mauro 
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“ 

“Congregationalists interpreted ‘their church order as a mixed form of govern-
ment in which monarchic, aristocratic, and democratic strains were joined.’ To 

these Puritan and Pilgrim leaders, church government was first a monarchy 
in that the church was under the headship of Christ. Second, it was an aristoc-
racy formed by a system of elected leaders and elders. Third, it was democracy 
for its membership rested on people’s free consent. Still, the actions and deci-

sions had to be in accord with the will and rule of Christ.” 
 

Excerpt taken from The Art and Practice of the Congregational Way,  
by the Rev. Dr. Elizabeth Mauro 

COFFEE WITH JESUS 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Have  
You 

Considered…? 
 

1.  Automated Gifts? 
Forget writing checks! Save that stamp! In-

stead, use automatic bill pay or electronic giv-

ing. Automatic bill pay can be set up through 

your online banking platform, just like paying 

a monthly cable bill. Electronic giving utilizes 

your charge card and can be established on 

the “Invest” link on the SCC website:             

stuartcongregationalchurch.org. 
2. Your Faith Legacy? 
One sentence in your will can communicate 

your desire to support SCC through your 

estate. Do not neglect the need to be clear 

with your family, in writing, about your wish-

es for supporting your church after your 

passing. And please prayerfully consider 

supporting our endowment through the Stu-

art Congregational Church Foundation. The 

endowment allows for your gift to be a per-

petual legacy. 
Please don’t hesitate to contact  

the church office  for more information. 
 

Pa Good News Letter Page 5 

END OF YEAR GIVING 
 

Many individuals take advantage of the 
tax benefit associated with a special end 
of year gift to SCC. Please prayerfully 
consider that opportunity for your benefit 
and for God’s glory. You may also have 
tangible assets to donate that the church 
also needs. Here is a list of such items: 
 
 New Choir Robes/Attire 
 Small Passenger Van 
 Knockerballs 
 School Art Supplies (Markers, Con-

struction Paper, Printer Paper, wash-
able tempura paint, monetary dona-
tions, stickers, glue) 

 Monetary donations for garden in 
front of the Christian Education 
Building  

 Supplies for the hands-on science 
class at FTLOF 

 

Thank You, Dear Friends! 
The death of my father, Don Roberts, has been more difficult 
for my family and me than I anticipated. I hate saying good-
bye to my dad, though I fully trust in God’s sovereign care and eternal em-
brace for him. Thank you so much for your thoughts, prayers, and expres-
sions of sympathy. The love you shared with me is God’s vision for every 

person at SCC. Let it go viral! God bless you, dear ones! 
Pastor Tim 
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 Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat 

 

 
  

1 
10:00 AM   Staff Meeting      
1:00 PM    Outreach Com.   
4:30 PM - Homework Angels 

7:00 PM- Choir Rehearsal 

2 3 
8:30 AM -  Men’s Fellowship  

4 
 8:00 AM - Worship   
10:00 AM - Worship           
11:14  AM - Epic Worship 
11:14 AM  - Kid’s Church  
12:30 PM - Spiritual             

Christmas Tree 
 
 

Canned Goods Donation 

5 
9:00 AM - Bldgs & Property ? 

6 
7:30 AM -Men’s Disciple Café      
10:30 AM - FTLOL Fellowship 
Hall                                             
2:00 PM   Stewardship Meeting                                         

4:00 PM -  Homework Angels 
5:00 PM   Stephen Ministers 

Meeting and  SM Training 
 

7 
10:00 AM - Women’s Bible Study 
3:30 PM - Kid’s Club                 
6:00 PM   Family Dinner          
7:00 PM   Family Program       

8:00 PM   Band Rehearsal 

8 
11:30 PM - Women’s Fellow-
ship Lunch - Harbour Ridge                                     
4:30 PM - Homework Angels 

7:00 PM - Choir Rehearsal 

9 10 
5:30 PM - Youth Christmas 

Party 

 

11 
8:00 AM - Worship   
10:00 AM - Worship               
11:14  AM - Epic Worship 
11:14 AM - Kid’s Church  
1:30 PM - Annual Congrega-

tional Meeting 

12 13 
10:30 AM  - FTLOL Fellowship 

Hall 
4:30 PM - Homework Angels                                     
5:30  PM - Stephen Ministers 

Meeting and SM Training 

14 
10:00 AM - Women’s Bible Study 
11.:00 AM - Head Start Party  
3:30 PM - Kid’s Club                   
7:00 PM  -  SM Memorial Service        

8:00 PM - Band Rehearsal 

15 
10:00 AM - Staff Meeting      
4:30 PM - Homework Angels  
Party                                          

7:00 PM - Choir Rehearsal 

16 
4:00 PM - EPIC Kid’s and 

FTLOL  Christmas Party 
17 
 

18 
8:00 AM - Worship   
10:00 AM - Worship         
11:14  AM -  Epic Worship                   

11:14 AM -  Kid’s Church  

19 20 
9:00 AM -  Board of Trustees 
10:30 AM  - FTLOL Fellowship 
Hall                                                  

5:30 PM - Stephen Ministers 

 

21 
10:00 AM- Women’s Bible Study                                        

3:30 PM - Kid’s Club                  
 

22              
7:00 PM - Choir Rehearsal 

 
 
 
 

23 
 
 
 
 
 
 

24 
3:00 PM - Christmas Eve EPIC 
Service                                       
5:00 PM -  Christmas Eve 

Traditional Service 

25                 
10:30 AM - Christmas Day 

Worship      
 
 

26 
CHRISTMAS DAY 

(Observed) 
Church Office Closed 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

27 
 

29 
10:00 AM - Women’s Bible Study 
 

30 31 
NEW YEAR’S EVE  

(Church Office Closed) 
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Christmas is a time when everyone gets to act like a kid again. 

Christmas morning comes with expectations and anticipation, 

what will be under the tree for me?  

 

The wonder of Christmas softens even the hardest of hearts when 

a familiar song begins or the twinkling lights appear on the trees and houses of 

the neighborhood. All of us remember back to a time that was simpler and kinder.  

 

Jesus would have loved Christmas time because he loved when people thought 

like children. When people brought the children to him, his disciples wanted to 

dismiss them thinking there was something more important but Jesus said, “Let 

the little children come to me.” And he went on to say that anyone who comes to 

him must be like a little child. (Luke 18:16,17) When children come to Jesus they 

bring nothing with them but their heart and hands, they are ready, willing and able 

to believe on just his word and his love. 

 

This Christmas when that sense of wonder comes upon you and you feel like a kid 

again remember that, that is the perfect place to meet with our Lord and Savior. 

He loves a childlike heart and he receives those who come in faith. 

 

Have a very Merry Christmas and take some time act 

like kid again. 

 

P.Ray 

Children’s Ministry 
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There are many ways in which a person can contribute to the Foundation.   
At anytime, a gift can be made.  

 

Wills  - Benefitting Your Loved Ones and Others 
 
In addition to being one of the simplest ways to distribute your estate, your Will can also be a creative 
vehicle through which to make thoughtful gifts.   After providing for the needs of your loved ones, you 
may choose one of several ways to benefit causes you have enjoyed supporting during your lifetime. 
 
By having your attorney revise your Will or add a simple amendment (such as “I bequest 10% of my es-
tate to Stuart Congregational Church”), you can make a charitable bequest of a dollar amount, a specific 
property, a percentage of your estate, or what is left after heirs have been taken care of.  You may also 
wish to name one or more charitable recipients in case others you have named do not survive you. 
 
 

Since the Internal Revenue Code changes from time to time,  
your own attorney or financial advisor can best provide the specific information you seek. 

Michael Emery 

STUART CONGREGATIONAL  

CHURCH FOUNDATION 

As my father’s son, I am so grateful he left behind a  

Living Trust to make clear his wishes following his death.  

My sisters and I have been overwhelmed with handling  

his care needs, and now post-death logistics, not to mention the grief process.  
Do your children the favor of sparing them unnecessary difficulty following 

your passing. Provide a proper Trust or Living Will to give your family clarity  

about your charity. They will not necessarily know the value of SCC to you,  

so make your wishes clear, in writing, so your legacy at SCC may continue  
beyond your life. Here’s a simple sentence to consider using for your legal docu-

ments: “Upon my death I bequeath 10% of the value of my remaining assets  

to Stuart Congregational Church.” Give your family charity clarity! 

 

Blessings! 

Pastor Tim 

CHARITY CLARITY 
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WHAT IS A COLUMBARIUM? 

 

A Columbarium is a place where remains of people who are cremated have 

their ashes inurned.  The Stuart Congregational Church has a Columbari-

um and the Columbarium Committee will gladly answer questions and 

show you the Columbarium location.  Please call any one of the committee  

members at the numbers listed below. 

 

Susan Powell:  286-2222; Connie and Dave Collin:  225-2389; and  

Carl Hoffman:  781-8167 

Committee  

Members: 
Susan Powell, Chair 
Connie Collin 
Dave Collin 

Carl Hoffman 

  
 

 

 

 

 
     

 December 5th  Lorraine Campora 

 December 6th  John Garwood 

 December 7th   Beverly Laird  

 December 12th  Chuck Kolb 

 December 15th  Charlie Grubb, Terry Skidmore & Zavier Steere 

 December 16th  Marie Walsh 

 December 17th  Jim Sampson, Destinee Scollo and Caryn Treister 

 December 20th   Marian Hughes 

 December 21st  Bill Deamer, Esther Deamer and Don Van Gorp 

 December 24th  Fred Twichell 

 December 25th  Baby Jesus, Tony Bartholomew and Linda Brockway 

 December 27th  Dick Kastenschmidt 

 December 28th  Amy Hughes 

 December 29th  Mike Bercik, Judy Quinn and Jean Weaver 

 December 30th  Lisa Roberts 

 December 31st  Paula Schaaf 

 

Tom and Sarah Brendal  - December 5th 

Tony and Dottie Bartholomew - December 24th 

Norm and Judy Lay   - December 30th 
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 Mark Nygard                    

Youth Ministry 

3:00 PM 
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Help the Shepherds find their way to Jesus. 
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”HOPE, HEALING, AND REMEMBRANCE” 
A SPECIAL  

CHRISTMAS SERVICE 
As we come to the Christmas season, our 
thoughts turn to those we love and the 
warmth and joy of shared moments with 
family and friends.  It is a time for nostalgia 
and remembering. . . a time for looking for-
ward with hope and anticipation for the 
coming new year. . .and it is a time for heal-
ing as we celebrate the lives and loved ones 
who have gone on before us. 
 
Pastor Tim and the Stephen Ministers are 
planning a special Christmas service for the 
entire congregation, friends, and family.  We 
ask you to join us as we observe and honor 
the birth of our Lord, Jesus Christ and the 
promise of eternal life.  Pastor Tim will be 
delivering a Christmas homily, and there 
will be a special moment for healing and re-
membrance with the lighting of memorial 
candles.  Communion will be offered. 
 
DATE:    December 14th  
TIME:  7:00 PM 
LOCATION: The Sanctuary   
 
The service will be preceded by light re-
freshments and coffee, gathering in Fellow-
ship Hall at 6:00 PM.  We hope you will 
make plans to attend and bring family and 
friends.  It will be a special hour of medita-
tion, prayer, and quiet commemoration of 
the significance of this season.   

 

SALVATION ARMY  
BELL RINGING  

APPEAL 2016 
 

 
 

This will be the twelfth year Stuart Congregational 
Church has offered to assist the Salvation Army 
with their Red Kettle Christmas Campaign.  Over the 
years, this has been a very successful holiday pro-
gram for our Church, as we continue to reach out to 
the least fortunate families of Martin County.  Since 
2004, our church raised over $150,000, supported 
over 6,000 families, and nearly 12,000 children had 
a Christmas when they would have had none.   
 
Last year, was the first time our congregation from 
the EPIC service really got involved with this pro-
gram and I am really grateful for their help, in addi-
tion to our members and friends who helped out in 
the past. As in the past, I am not asking for mone-
tary donations, only a request that you consider 
offering two hours of your time to help a family that 
without your help, will not have a Christmas this 
year.  This is truly an opportunity to do God’s work 
and to show the compassion we were taught by our 
Savior Jesus Christ. 
 
Our group of volunteers cover every Friday and Sat-
urday between Thanksgiving and Christmas, includ-
ing Christmas Eve at three Walgreen locations; Indi-
an Street and Cove Road in Stuart, and High Mead-
ow Avenue in Palm City. We have times that start at 
8:00 AM, with the last shift starting at 4:00 PM. 
 
Again, no one is asked to donate money, only time; 
two-hour shifts of your choosing on days conven-
ient for you.  I am in church most every Sunday, af-
ter each service, to make it easy to sign up.  Feel 
free to call me at home (772-212-7485), or email me 
at jcstracuzzi@comcast.net to arrange a time.  Be 
prepared to experience an elevated Christmas Spirit 
as you ring the bells and feel the wonder of the sea-
son overwhelm you at this most joyous time of the 
year. 
 
God bless all our bell ringing volunteers, and please 
remember the words of Evangeline Booth: 
 
“…There is no reward equal to that of doing the 
most good to the most people in the most need.” 
 

Charlie Stracuzzi 
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Women’s Fellowship  
November Luncheon 
 
December 8th at 11:30 AM 
Harbour Ridge Golf and Country Club 
Christmas Luncheon and Gift Exchange 

Women’s Fellowship Officers 
Vice President:  Karen Gianfortone 

Treasurer:  Carol Beachy 

Secretary:  Susan Moore 

President 

Marilyn Bleam 

Join us as we meet for  
fellowship and breakfast  

on December 3rd    
at 8:30 AM in the  
Fellowship Hall. 

 

SANTA’S COMING TO TOWN! 

Ho, Ho, Ho! 

 

On Wednesday, December 14 at 10:00 AM, the Outreach 
Board will host our annual Head Start Children’s Christmas Party.  Each year, our congrega-
tion shines with generosity in providing gifts for a classroom of  3 to 5 year old children from 
the Port Salerno Learning Center Head Start Program.  A surprise visit from Santa and Mrs. 
Claus brings delight to the children (and the adults, too!) as they are presented with two gifts 
each….a clothing outfit and a toy from their wish list.    
 
For some, these are the only gifts they will receive.  It’s truly heartwarming to experience the 
love of  Jesus and watch the children’s excitement as they participate in music, games, stories 
and a pizza lunch.  And, if  you would like to share in some of  this holiday cheer, there is al-
ways plenty of  room for volunteer elves!  Please call Marilyn McDonald at 772-546-3403 if  
you can lend a hand. 
 
Santa will surely be busy this year as we are adding the children from Homework Angels to 
our list of  recipients for their Christmas party to be held on Thursday, December 15 at 4:30 
PM.   We know they will be excited and grateful for the gifts they receive from you.   
 
Your support to date has demonstrated an outpouring of  love.  There is still time to support 
these children with monetary contributions.  Gifts need to be delivered to the church by Sun-
day, December 11 for wrapping.  There will be a large decorated box in Fellowship Hall for 
your unwrapped gifts.  If  you think you have missed your opportunity to participate, please 
call me and we will find room for your generosity. 
 
Thanking God for you, 
 

Marilyn McDonald  
Chair, Outreach Board 
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Dear Church Friends and Family, 
 
Ken and I like to take the opportunity, this time of year, to 
thank you for your love, prayers and support during the 
year.  We know, without a doubt, it has been your prayers and well wishes which 
have kept us a float.   
 
This time of year we REALLY miss our family and friends, not only to be with them 
during the holiday season, but to be part of what makes our culture so busy this time 
of year. I know many of you who are rushing to the stores for the umpteenth time 
this week are probably wondering if we have been away too long, and the answer is - 
yes!   We miss it!   
 
It is important for us to become well-immersed in the day (like Thanksgiving Day) 
and every time our thoughts head toward self-pity to remind ourselves of how 
blessed we have been this year.   Our children and their families are all happy, and 
healthy.   Our youngest is now engaged, and so there is a wedding to look forward 
to. 
 
Probably the biggest thing for us is knowing the LORD found pleasure in our will-
ingness to go out into the mission field for these past three years, and has blessed us 
with everything we need to accomplish the work.  Our church family has been gra-
cious and generous to us throughout our time in Haiti.   
 
So, thank you from the very depth of our hearts, AND we did get a huge blessing 
this past month.  We found out we will be able to be in the States for Christmas even 
though we were warned last year we may not be able to go.  Another thing to be so 
grateful for!  We look forward to sharing worship and again to celebrate the birth of 
our LORD with you! 
 
Blessings to you, 
 
Barbara and Ken 
 
“Let us not grow weary of doing good, for at the proper time we will 

reap a harvest if we do not give up.”  Galatian 6:9 

Barbara and Ken MacMannis 




