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PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

 

Happy Valentine’s Day 

 

 February is here and it is time to honor your 

sweetheart.  Some of us need reminders, so I’ll 

provide that with this heads-up.  Feb. 14 will be 

here shortly, so it’s not too early to start looking 

for that special card for that special person in 

your life. 

 By the time this newsletter is printed we will have had our 

Volunteer Appreciation Banquet prepared by the staff.  Our staff 

is working hard on a program and I’m sure it will be a fun even-

ing.  It is amazing to me just how many dedicated volunteers we 

have at SCC.  We can’t thank you enough. 

 One area that I would like to discuss is our children’s  

programs and ask for more volunteers.  We have great programs 

that are rewarding for both the adults and the children. 

 Homework Angels, our tutoring program that helps the 

Spanish speaking children in our community, needs more angels.  

Angels do not need to speak Spanish. Our Angels play a very  

important role.  We have six children on a wait list. Please  

consider volunteering to help these children. If you can assist 

please contact Carol Beachy. 

 Children’s Ministries also could use additional volunteers.  

Dee Carr does a great job with our children.  She plans, runs  

programs, feeds the kids, loves her children and does all of this 

on a shoestring budget.  The budget cut monies to a lot of the 

programs in the church that need and should be funded, and this 

is one of those programs.  Money, however, is not the only issue.  

We need more people to work on this Ministry team.  If you would 

like to serve and help Dee, please contact her. 

 

      Sincerely, 

     Curtis L Quinter  

           President 
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The Good News Letter is published monthly during the winter and Bi-monthly during the summer by the Stuart Congregational Church .   

There is no charge for a subscription. 

 

The church is located at the corner of Aster Lane and Ruhnke Streets, one half mile north of Indian Street. 
Mailing address: 3110 SE Aster Lane, Stuart, FL 34994.  Telephone: (772) 287-5951.   

Website: www.stuartcongregationalchurch.org 

 

 Rev. Dr. Timothy Roberts: Pastor 
 Laurel Jones:  Good News Newsletter Layout Artist, Editor and Publisher 

 Deadline for articles is the 10th of the month preceding publication 

 

Your Staff 

 

Rev. Dr. Timothy Roberts 

Pastor 

 
 

 

 

Dee Carr 

Children’s Ministry 
 

 

Mark Nygard 

Youth &  

Worship Ministries 

 

 

Esther Easley 

Music Director 

 

 
 

 

Laurel Jones 
Office Manager 

 

 

John Tierney 

Custodian 

 

 

Office Hours 

8:30 am—12:30 pm 

Monday-Friday 

 

 

Worship Times: 

Sundays: 

8:00 am Chapel 

10:00 am Sanctuary  

11:14 am Chapel 

 

Nursery Care available 
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God Has A Dream! 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

We began the New Year with an important holiday in mid January: 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day. MLK Day is a valuable symbol of hope for 

our country’s future based on errors in our past. Laws have changed 

as a result of Dr. King’s efforts, but many attitudes have not changed. 

So hope for deeper transformation remains. The dream is yet to be 

fully realized. 

 

In 1963 Dr. King spoke to throngs of people from the steps of the Lincoln Monument 

in Washington D.C. They were rallied to demonstrate for civil rights. Dr. King  

delivered, arguably, his most famous speech entitled, “I Have a Dream.” In his spec-

tacular speech, Dr. King repeated a mantra… “I have a dream… I have a dream… I 

have a dream.” Here’s one snippet of his “dream” litany: 

 

“I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where 

they will not be judged by the color of their skin but by the content of their  

character.” 

 

That dream is yet to be fully realized. But it’s part of an even bigger dream that is in 

process… a dream that has the Church at its center. The dream to which I’m referring 

is God’s dream! God has a dream for the way our world should function, and the 

Church is God’s primary means for making his dream come true. The Early 

Church, under the Apostle Peter’s leadership, began to make God’s dream come true. 

Here’s how: 

 

“The devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the break-

ing of bread and to prayer. Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and 

miraculous signs were being done by the apostles. All the believers were together 

and had everything in common… They broke bread in their homes and ate  

together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all 

the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being 

saved.” (Acts 2:42-47) 

 

Wow! That is the kind of church I want to lead! That was the church the apostles led! 

That church was the beginning of God’s dream-come-true! 

 

Stuart Congregational Church has inherited God’s dream. Our church is not what we 

make it to be… according to our wants and wishes and whims. By the way, it’s  

actually not our church; it’s God’s church. It’s God’s dream that matters, not ours. 

God’s dream is of a Church that is radically generous, radically hospitable, radically 

faithful, radically devoted, radically prayerful, radically accountable, radically  

teachable,  radically inclusive, radically wonder-struck, radically relational,  

(continued on page 4) 
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(continued from page 3) 

 

radically authentic, radically humble, radically adaptable, radically joyful, radically  

hopeful, radically emotionally healthy, and radically united as one people. 

 

That was, and is, God’s dream for his Church. And it is through his Church that God 

wants to extend his dream to the entire world. That’s why our uniting together under the 

Lordship of Jesus Christ, and our striving in unity toward God’s dream is so very  

important. We are God’s primary agents through which his dream for the world will 

come true! 

 

God has a dream. Since it’s God’s dream, it will certainly come to reality. The only  

question is, will you and I… will Stuart Congregational Church… become part of God’s 

dream-come-true? I’m “all-in” for God’s dream, how about you? 

 

       In the Grip of Grace! 

       Pastor Tim 

 

                          +++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

 

BEING CONGREGATIONALISTS: 

 

“Early Congregationalism arose at a time when the Catholic Church in Rome dictated reli-

gious practice in Europe. The Church of England followed the religious practices of Rome. 

The Pilgrims and Puritans reacted against what they called the “Roman superstition” in 

the church. To them, “Roman superstition” included any practice or belief that was not 

found in the Holy Scriptures… As the Puritans and Pilgrims were working out their own 

understanding of faithfulness, they turned to Scripture as their guide and sole authority 

in all matters religious.” 

 

Excerpt taken from, The Art and Practice of the Congregational Way,  

by the Rev. Dr. Elizabeth Mauro. 

 

 

                          +++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

 

 

 

     The staff of SCC would like to extend our gratitude for your  

     generosity to us during the Christmas season. 

    

     

 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://paulacassidy.files.wordpress.com/2012/08/scan0001.jpg&imgrefurl=https://paulacassidy.wordpress.com/2012/08/06/thank-you-card-3/&h=4014&w=5138&tbnid=wmofpVsABs-BAM:&docid=AG8cRdcPNej_zM&hl=en&ei=3cKXVorhPIbj-QG


 

THANKS FOR CARING! 

 

 

The 12th annual Bell Ringing Appeal is now final and was declared a success by Captain 

Samuel Kim of Martin County’s Salvation Army. The contributions collected through the 

2015 Kettle Program resulted in an astounding success with total receipts for the county at 

$179,000.  This is just shy of last year’s record collections of $186,000. 

 

Again, Stuart Congregational Church was the leader in overall collections by a single group 

with our collections of $9,549.  Although this was nearly $3,000 more than last year’s  

level, we can all be proud of the work we did to help those with need have a memorable 

Christmas.  This included over 500 families, 111 single individuals and over 1,600 children 

received clothing, shoes, and toys.  Each family received a week’s supply of groceries and a 

turkey. 

 

Our group, SCC and Friends, used 116 bell ringers, who worked 162 hours during the  

eleven day period and resulted in average collections of over $42 per hour.  In essence, 

each two hour shift netted about $85, and no one had to write a check. 

 

God bless all our bell ringing volunteers, many of whom did write a check, and remember 

the words of Evangeline Booth: 

 

“…There is no reward equal to that of doing the most good to the most people in the most 

need.” 

 

My heartfelt thanks goes once again, to all involved in this most meaningful endeavor. 

 

 

        Charlie Stracuzzi 

 

 

 

 

 

COFFEE WITH JESUS 
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          SCC -  February 2016 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

         1 
 
 
5:30pm  Board of  
Deacons 

      2 

 
7:30am - Disciple 
Café’ 
 
4:30 pm  
Homework Angels 
 
5:30pm  Stephen 
Ministry 

        3 
10:00am  Women of 
Faith Bible Study 
5:30pm  Family Night 
Supper 
 
6:30pm Family Night 
Program 
 
8:00pm EPIC  Band  
Rehearsal 

      4 

4:30 pm  
Homework Angels  
 
7 pm Choir 
Rehearsal 

      5 

 
6:00pm  Parent’s 
Night Out 

    6 
8:30am Men’s 
Breakfast 

    7 

 
Canned Goods for 
Salvation Army 
 
 
5:30pm  Women’s 
Missional Bible 
Study 

8 
 
9 am  Buildings 
& Properties  Board 
 
 
 
 

 
 

9 
 
7:30am - Disciple 
Café’ 
 
9:00am  Board of 
Trustees 
 
4:30 pm  
Homework Angels 
 

 

        10 
10:00am  Women of 
Faith Bible Study 
 
5:30pm  Potluck Supper 
 
6:30pm  Ash  
Wednesday Service 
 
8:00pm EPIC  Band  
Rehearsal 

    11 

 
11:30am Women’s 
Fellowship Meeting 
& Luncheon 
 
4:30 pm  
Homework Angels  
 
7 pm Choir 
Rehearsal 

      12 
 

 

13 
 
 

    14 

 
2:00pm  Youth to 
Martin County 
Fair 
 

 

15 
 
Deadline for  
Newsletter articles 

    16 
7:30am - Disciple 
Café 
 
4:30 pm  
Homework Angels 
 
5:30pm  Stephen 
Ministry 
 
 

 

      17 

10:00am  Women of 
Faith Bible Study 
 
5:30pm  Family Night 
Supper 
 
6:30pm Family Night 
Program 
 
8:00pm EPIC  Band  
Rehearsal 

    18 

 
4:30 pm  
Homework Angels  
 
7 pm Choir 
Rehearsal 

19 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

   20 
 
7:00pm  Youth 
Bowling Night 

21 
 
 
 

 

22 
 
 
 
 

23 
 
7:30am - Disciple 
Café’ 
 
4:30 pm  
Homework Angels 
 
7:00pm  Church  
Council 
 

24 
10:00am  Women of 
Faith Bible Study 
 
11:00am Welcome Com. 
 
5:30pm  Family Night 
Supper 
6:30pm Family Night 
Program 
 
8:00pm EPIC  Band  
Rehearsal 

   25 

 
4:30 pm  
Homework Angels  
 
7 pm Choir 
Rehearsal 

26 
 

27 
 
 

   28 
 

 
    

    29 
8:30 am  
Newsletter  
Mailing 
 
12:00pm & 6:00pm 
Estate  Planning 
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BOARD OF BUILDINGS AND PROPERTY 

 

GET YOUR HANDS DIRTY ! ! 

 

On Saturday, February 20, 2016, at 9:30am, a work party is  

assembling at SCC to complete unfinished projects.  If you want to be 

a part of this work day, please call Paul Piatti at 772-215-3762.  Thank 

you! 

 

NOTE:  There will be a date change for the next meeting of the Board 

of Buildings and Property.  The next meeting will be on Monday,  

February 8th at 9:00am. 

 

 

 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

 

 

 

     ANNUAL WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP  

                       TAG SALE 

 

   Saturday, March 5th from 8am to 1 pm 

 

 

 

Spring is just around the corner … time to clean out all of that stuff you’ve been 

wanting to get rid of.  Let SCC Women’s Fellowship come to your rescue!   

 

We need donations for the sale and lots of volunteer help.  There will be sign up 

sheets in the Fellowship Hall for anyone interested in helping set up during the week 

prior to the sale (Monday, Feb. 29 through Thursday, March 3rd) and/or working on 

the day of the sale. 

 

Donations will be appreciated and can include:  jewelry, linens, household items,  

glassware, small appliances, and paperbacks and books. Please, no clothing. 

 

 

Drop off your items in the Sanctuary Foyer Monday, February 29th  through Thurs-

day, March 3rd. 

 

Mark your calendars now, plan to help and attend the sale.  All proceeds will go to  

purchasing items on the SCC Wish List. 

Board Members 

Paul Piatti, Chair 

Tom Brendal 

Ned Hughes 

Chuck Kolb 

Kevin McDonald 

Bill Potter 

Trish Smith 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjgloKShqzKAhUDOj4KHeTxAm0QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ststephensth.org%2F2015%2F04%2F&bvm=bv.112064104,d.cWw&psig=AFQjCNHeW4mufgyeWrz1VLt4R580JspCNw&ust=1452955199
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  WELCOME TO OUR NEWEST MEMBERS: 

 

  Please take time to say hello and get to know these wonderful folks! 

 

 

Shane & Hannah Cullen 

Joined December 13, 2015 

Mack Boykin & Destinee Scollo 

Joined December 13, 2015 

Norm & Margo Brinsley 

Joined December 13, 2015 

Dawn & Carlos Moreno 

Remi & Isabella 

Joined December 13, 2015 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://slm-assets0.secondlife.com/assets/4869278/lightbox/images.jpg%253F1325818808&imgrefurl=https://marketplace.secondlife.com/p/Happy-Anniversary-Heart/3060651&h=425&w=514&tbnid=qdc8LiVYAl-z_M:&docid=f25YdBSl9SjHl
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                            *********************************************        

 

WHAT IS A COLUMBARIUM? 

 

A Columbarium is a place where remains of people who are cremated have 

their ashes inured.  The Stuart Congregational Church has a Columbarium 

and the Columbarium Committee will gladly answer questions and show 

you the Columbarium location.  Please call any one of the committee  

members at the numbers listed below. 

 

Susan Powell:  286-2222; Connie and Dave Collin:  225-2389; and  

Carl Hoffman:  781-8167 

Committee  

Members: 
Susan Powell, Chair 
Connie Collin 
Dave Collin 

Carl Hoffman 

FEBRUARY  BIRTHDAYS 
 

02/03  Jenett Potter, Helen Siebert 

02/04  Doug Campora 

02/06  Harold Waite 

02/07  David Hernandez, Reid Hollander, Mary Morrow 

02/08  Norm Lay 

02/09  Barbara Collins 

02/10  Brenda Fuchs 

02/11  Anita Brush 

02/16  Norm Brinsley, Phyllis Gidley, Jock Irvine 

02/18  Marilyn Bleam, Carolyn Jacobus 

02/19  Nyla Christensen 

02/20  Art Hollwedel 

02/24  Marge Alheim, Richard White 

02/27  Marilyn Kuryluk 

 

FEBRUARY  ANNIVERSARIES 

 

02/08  Hugh and Debby Connett 

02/10  Don and Jan Rich 

02/18  Nevin and Marie Bryant 

02/19  Ed and Marilyn Kuryluk 

02/20  Warren and Terry Skidmore 
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      Mark Nygard, Youth Ministry 
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                                 BOARD OF OUTREACH 

 

    On behalf of the Samaritan Center for Young Boys & Families, I want to  

    thank the Board of Outreach of our church for its donation to the  

    Samaritan Center.  The Samaritan Center is a Christian, residential, early 

    -intervention program designed to address the behavioral and academic 

issues of young boys at risk.  Founded to provide love, education, non-

clinical counseling and discipline to young boys and their families, the 

Samaritan Center keeps families together and boys out of the juvenile 

court system. 

 

We endeavor to equip boys and their families with the skills needed to 

break family histories of dysfunction and ultimately have them contribute 

to society rather than drain it. 

 

The boys attend school each Monday - Friday at the 10 acre campus off Cove Road.  

They work with teachers and skilled tutors to improve their academic performance and 

self-esteem.  During the week the boys live in clean, well-equipped cottages with highly 

trained Teaching Parents who create a loving home environment and act as strong role 

models.  At meal time the boys learn the art of conversation, good nutrition, and proper 

table manners.  After-school activities help them obtain a sense of security and belong-

ing.  They also learn life skills through light chores, how to make good choices and how 

to trust and respect themselves and others. 

 

It is essential to include the family in the boy’s development. Their active participation in 

parenting sessions and parenting skill homework assignments are required for ac-

ceptance into The Center. 

 

The boys range in ages from 7 to 14 and on average spend two school years at Samari-

tan Center.  Upon departure, they are performing at or above grade level and are ready 

to meet the challenges and opportunities of the “real” world. 

 

I have been a volunteer tutor for 5 years and a member of the Board of Directors since 

2015.  I am amazed and heartened by the enthusiasm and progress of the boys I have 

met.  Thank you… 

 

       Ross Weaver  

 

 

 

 

Board Members 

Chris Kemp 

Nam Ashcraft 

Evelyn Cianci 

Judi Laurence 

Marilyn McDonald 

Mary Moore 

Cathy Stroud 

Marie Walsh 



 

      

 

 

 

                                  

                          MEN’S FELLOWSHIP 

 

       Join us as we meet for great fellowship and good food! 

 

    February 6th at 8:30 am (please note date change) 

 

 

                   Please sign up in the Fellowship Hall 

 

                                                                              

            ************************************************ 

 

 

 FEBRUARY WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP MEETING & LUNCHEON 

 

  will be on Thursday, February 11th at 11:30am      

 

Business Meeting: 

Tag Sale on March 5th; 8am - 1pm 

 

Introduction of Linda Rogers 

“Basket Making with Yard Finds” 

Pizza ($5), salad and desserts 

 

     Please sign up in the Fellowship Hall. 

 

 

                    ************************************************ 
 

 

                                                         MARCH WOMEN’S FELLOWHSHIP 

                                                     trip to 

                              EQUINE RESCUE AND ADOPTION CENTER 

 

 

 

  MARCH 10 AT 10:30AM 

  

  Lunch at Ruby Tuesday’s  

   

  Carpool from the church. 
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Women’s Fellowship Officrs 

 

Vice President:  Karen Gianfortone 

Treasurer:  Carol Beachy 

Secretary:  Susan Moore 

President: 

Marilyn Bleam 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Want to play “Santa” for SCC and enjoy a tax deduction? Consider a year-end gift of cash or 

stock, or consider purchasing/donating these items on our (non-budgeted) wish list: 

 

Golf cart – For valet assistance for our handicapped, elderly, and overflow parkers. 

Passenger Van – For youth group and adult group outings. 

Radio Spots – For advertising the ministries of SCC. 

Hospitality Cart – a mobile welcome wagon/information booth. 

Camcorder – For enhanced video recording of worship services. (Generously Purchased) 

Knocker Balls - For Youth group games and activities. 

Drum Cage Completion - For EPIC worship, to help with noise control. 

 

 

                 *************************************************************** 

                                            FINANCE 

 

FREE LEGACY PLANNING SEMINARS FOR CHURCH MEMBERS 

 

SAVE THE DATE – FEBRUARY 29, 2016 

 

OFFERED BOTH AT NOON AND AT 6:00PM 

AT THE CHURCH 

LIGHT MEALS WILL BE PROVIDED 

 

LEARN ABOUT: 

-OUR CHURCH FOUNDATION 

-HOW TO GIVE WHILE MEETING YOUR NEEDS DURING YOUR LIFETIME 

-WAYS TO MAKE CHARITABLE CONTRIBUTIONS 

-HOW TO MAKE GIFTS GREATER THAN YOUR COST 

-HOW TO ACHIEVE SIGNIFICANT TAX SAVINGS 

-MEMORIAL GIVING 

 

************************************************** 

Remember the church when you do estate planning.  Our Endowment funds and our Me-

morial funds are two excellent opportunities for your giving consideration, be it through 

your wills, stocks, or as a named beneficiary of an insurance policy.  This financially wise 

method of stewardship helps ensure the long-term financial stability of the church and pro-

vides a planned means for the church to continue its role in the lives of our members and 

those to whom we reach out, in our community and beyond. 

 

Remember, also, that automatic bill pay and electronic giving are now options for your  

ongoing support of SCC ministries. 
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 TEAM UP FOR HAITI 

 

 

Recently, Barbara and Ken MacMannis, our missionaries to Haiti, 

were home for several weeks for a visit.  One Sunday in December, 

they delivered a passionate message at each of three services at 

SCC sharing their hard work and growing faith.  After a pot luck 

luncheon, Barbara and Ken gave a presentation showing slides and 

discussing their mission and responsibilities while serving with the 

Love A Child organization.  For those who attended, this was an 

inspirational and informative session about their commitment to the Haitian people 

and God’s calling for their lives. 

 

Many have asked when we will have another team mission trip to Haiti.  Those who 

have gone in the past have learned that it is a life-changing experience to participate 

in serving the impoverished communities in Haiti while bringing God’s love, hope and 

encouragement to these people.   

 

A preliminary meeting to discuss the next trip possibility to Love A Child will be held 

on Tuesday, February 23 at 6:00 p.m.  Basic information will be covered including 

passports, immunizations, time frame, costs, fundraising and mission choices such as 

food distribution, medical clinics, and construction projects.  You are encouraged to 

review the organization’s web site at www.LoveAChild.org and the MacMannis blog at 

www.macmannis.org.   

 

If you have a heart for Haiti and an interest in joining a team, we invite you to attend.  

A light snack and beverage will be provided at the meeting.   Please share your RSVP 

or questions with Paul Piatti or Marilyn McDonald at 772-546-3403 or 

mcdsharp@aol.com.  

 

 

Marilyn McDonald                                             

Board of Outreach 

 

 

 

 

   Paul Piatti & Marilyn McDonald 

http://www.LoveAChild.org
http://www.macmannis.org
mailto:mcdsharp@aol.com



