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February Dates to Remember 

February 3rd     -     Men’s Fellowship Breakfast 
February 5th     -     Buildings and Property Committee Meeting 
February 5th     -     Deacons’ Meeting 
February 6th     -     Stephen Ministers’ Meeting 
February 8th     -     Women’s Fellowship Luncheon 
February 9th     -     Outreach Committee 
February 11th   -     Volunteer Appreciation Dinner 
February 14th   -     Ash Wednesday Pot Luck Dinner 
February 20th   -     Board of Trustees 
February 20th   -     Stephen Ministers Meeting 
February 26th   -     Newsletter Mailing 
February 27th   -     Church Council 

 
VISION 

“Individuals, families and communities 
thriving in God’s grace.” 

 

 
Website:  stuartcongregationalchurch.org 

Email:  info@stuartcongregationalchurch.org 

Stuart Congregational Church is a mission 
community created and empowered by the 

 Holy Spirit as a tool to draw all people to Christ. 
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Your	Staff	

	
Rev.	Dr.	Timothy	Roberts	

Pastor	
	

Mark	Nygard	
Youth	&	Worship	

Ministries	
	

Dorian	Nygard	
Children’s	Ministry	

	
Esther	Easley	
Music	Director	

	
Jeanne	Koeper	

Office	Administrator	
	

Rosemary	Teichert	
Hospitality	Coordinator	

	
John	Tierney	
Custodian	

	
Office	Hours	

8:30	AM	–	12:30	PM	
Monday	–	Friday	

	
Worship	Times	

9:30	AM	–		Sanctuary	
10:45	AM	–	Chapel	

	
Nursery	Care	Available	

 

 
 
 

Our Christmas Season at SCC was busy and all 
of the services were well attended.  Since 
Christmas Eve fell on a Sunday, it presented a 
unique situation for our worship services.  The 
staff presented a schedule with a combined 
worship service in the morning and two services in the afternoon.  If 
you have any comments or feedback, please let us know.  We are 
always striving to improve your worship experience. 
 
I can’t believe that January is almost over.  Time doesn’t stand still 
does it?  January is a time when our new teams meet and reorganize 
and new leaders are elected by their respective boards.  New 
programs are taking shape and volunteers from both the Traditional 
and EPIC Services are working on these programs.  Welcome to all 
the new people and thanks to everyone who continues to serve.  So 
many of the members of our congregation work behind the scenes 
and want no recognition for what they do.  Our church appreciates 
all that is done. 
 
Our staff is hard at work planning new programs and events for this 
year.  The Wednesday night family program starts January 24th with 
a Pot Luck Supper, so please plan to attend.  The food at these events 
is outstanding and the family programs are enlightening for 
everyone.   
 
Please plan to join us at either the Traditional Service or the EPIC 
Service in addition to the Wednesday Family Programs to grow in 
your faith.    
 
                                                           Sincerely, 

       Curtis Quinter 
 

The Good News Letter is published monthly during the winter and bi-monthly during the summer 
by Stuart Congregational Church.  There is no charge for a subscription. 

The church is located at the corner of Aster Lane and Ruhnke Streets, one-half mile north of 
Indian Street.  Mailing address is 3110 SE Aster Lane, Stuart, FL 34994.  Telephone:  772-287-
5951.  Website: www.stuartcongregationalchurch.org. 

Rev. Dr. Timothy Roberts, Pastor 
Jeanne Koeper, “Good News Letter” Layout Artist, Editor and Publisher 
 
Deadline for all articles is the 15th of the month preceding each publication. 
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 T H A T    L I N G E R S  

Dear Friends, 
 
The Roberts family crest hangs on the wall next to my front door at home. It represents a 
family legacy handed down through generations to me through my parents. And I am so 
grateful for the Roberts legacy of faith, of family, of love and affection, and so much more! 
The Roberts legacy lingers with me.  
 
The saints in the Christian faith who came before us carved a lingering legacy, often through great personal 
sacrifice and even martyrdom. Here are some historic examples from the month February: 

• In the year 303 Roman Emperor Diocletian sponsored a state-sanctioned persecution of Christians. 
According to Jeremy Norman, it was the Roman Empire’s “last, largest, and bloodiest persecution against 
Christians.” 

• In 356, church father, Athenasius, went into hiding and exile when soldiers attacked his church as a result 
of a doctrinal controversy. 

• In 1555, the English church reformer, John Rogers, was burned at the stake in London at the direction of 
Roman Catholic Queen Mary because of his protestant beliefs. 

• In 1933, Lutheran pastor, Deitrich Bonnhoeffer, who lead a resistance movement against Hitler, had his 
radio speech cut off by the Nazis. He would later be hanged in a Nazi concentration camp. 

• In 1945, Corrie ten Boom and her family were arrested in Holland for harboring Jews. Corrie watched her 
sister die next to her in a Nazi concentration camp. 

 
These saints sacrificed everything to provide a legacy that lingers with us today. That legacy is nothing less than 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ. The Gospel is the news of Jesus rescuing us, redeeming us, restoring us, and 
reconciling us with God. 
 
Everything we do at Stuart Congregational Church is aimed at passing along Gospel legacy. And Jesus calls you 
and me, as individual Christ-followers, to aim our lives in the same direction. You may not die for your faith like 
the martyrs of old, but Jesus calls you to die to yourself. Here’s how the apostle Paul put it: 
 
“And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and 
was raised again.” 2nd Corinthians 5:15 
 
Your living death – what you do through Christ while you are alive – is your most enduring witness, and your 
most significant testament of faith. It is nothing less than a worthy legacy that lingers. 
 
In the Grip of Grace, 
 

Pastor Tim 
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CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

There will be a called congregational meeting of the Stuart Congregational Church Foundation at 
9:15 AM (just before worship) on Sunday, March 18th in the sanctuary. The purpose of the 
brief meeting is to ratify suggested amendments to the SCC Foundation bylaws. The SCC 
Foundation board of directors proposes the amendments. The revised bylaws will be available for 
review in the church office by no later than Sunday, February 18th. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Coffee with Jesus 

Being Congregationalists 
“American independence presented Congregationalists with obstacles as well as 
opportunities. By the late 1700s, the New England clergy had become thoroughly used 
to their social privileges, especially tax support from their local communities. Outlawed 
by the First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, religious establishment lingered on 
in Massachusetts until 1833. 
 

Suddenly, the Congregational churches faced a new world, one in which they would 
have to support themselves through the voluntary gifts of members. While they were 
still weathering the effects of losing some of their most prominent churches to 
Unitarianism, they would also face competition from other ‘upstart’ denominations, 
the Methodists and Baptists. Despite these obstacles, Congregationalists soon took the 
lead in ‘voluntary religion,’ as it was called.”  

Excerpt taken from the Congregational Library and Archives 
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Sunday 

 

Monday 

 

Tuesday 

 

Wednesday 

 

Thursday 

 

Friday 

 

Saturday 

 
 

  
 

 
 

1 
4:30 PM - Homework 
Angels 
6:30 PM – Missional 
Women’s Bible 
Study/Chapel 

 

2 3 
8:30 AM – Men’s 
Fellowship 

 

4 
9:30 AM - Worship 
10:45 AM - EPIC 
10:45 AM - EPIC 
Kid’s Church 
12:30 PM – Next 
Generation Meeting 

 

5 
9:00 AM – Buildings 
and Property Meeting 
9:00 AM – 
FTLOL/Chapel 
5:30 PM – Deacons’ 
Meeting 

6 
7:30 AM – Men’s 
Disciple Café  
9:00 AM – 
FTLOL/Chapel 
4:30 PM - 
Homework Angels 
5:30 PM-SM Mtg 

7 
10:00 AM – Women’s 
Bible Study 
6:00 PM – Youth 
Group /Refuge 
6:45 PM –WFN 
Emotionally Healthy 
Relationships 

 

8 
11:30 AM – 
Women’s Fellowship 
Luncheon  
4:30 PM - Homework 
Angels 
6:30 PM – Missional 
Women’s Bible 
Study/Chapel 
7:00 PM – Choir 
Practice 

9 
10:00 AM – 
Outreach Mtg. 

10 

11 
9:30 AM - Worship 
10:45 AM - EPIC 
10:45 AM - EPIC 
Kid’s Church 
6:00 PM – Volunteer 
Appreciation Dinner 

12 
9:00 AM – 
FTLOL/Chapel 

13 
7:30 AM – Men’s 
Disciple Café 
9:00 AM – 
FTLOL/Chapel 
4:30 PM - 
Homework Angels 
 

14 
10:00 AM – Women’s 
Bible Study 
6:00 PM – Youth 
Group/Refuge 
6:45 PM –Ash 
Wednesday Potluck 
Dinner 

15 
4:30 PM - Homework 
Angels 
6:30 PM – Missional 
Women’s Bible 
Study/Chapel 
7:00 PM – Choir 
Practice 

16 17 
 

18 
9:30 AM - Worship 
10:45 AM - EPIC 
10:45 AM - EPIC 
Kid’s Church 

 

19 
9:00 AM – 
FTLOL/Chapel 

20 
7:30 AM – Men’s 
Disciple Café 
9:00 AM – Board of 
Trustees 
9:00 AM – 
FTLOL/Chapel 
4:30 PM - 
Homework Angels 
5:30 PM-SM Mtg. 

21 
10:00 AM – Women’s 
Bible Study 
6:00 PM – Youth 
Group/Refuge 
6:45 PM –Emotionally 
Healthy Relationships 

 

22 
4:30 PM - Homework 
Angels 
6:30 PM – Missional 
Women’s Bible 
Study/Chapel 
7:00 PM – Choir 
Practice 

23 
 

24 
8:00 AM – 12:00 PM 
Women’s Fellowship 
Annual Tag Sale 

25 
9:30 AM - Worship 
10:45 AM - EPIC 
10:45 AM - EPIC 
Kid’s Church 

 
 

26 
8:30 AM – 
Newsletter Mailing 

 

27 
7:30 AM – Men’s 
Disciple Café 
9:00 AM – 
FTLOL/Chapel 
4:30 PM - 
Homework Angels 
7:00 PM – Church 
Council 
 

 
 

 

28 
0:00 AM – Women’s 
Bible Study 
6:00 PM – Youth 
Group/Refuge 
6:45 PM- Emotionally 
Healthy Relationships 
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Give to SCC online through Tithe.ly 

By Lisa Roberts  

Giving has never been faster, more convenient, or easier 
at SCC! When it comes to giving, many of us are 
inconsistent at best. In our own house, Sunday mornings 
were often a time when we asked, “Did you remember to 
write a check?” Tim and I no longer have that last-minute 
panic because we use automated billpay from our bank 
account to send our monthly tithe. 
 
I’m excited to let you know about another easy way to 
invest in God’s kingdom online through our website or 
from your smartphone. It’s called Tithe.ly and not only is 
it convenient – it’s consistent! It enables you to make a 
commitment to giving and keep it no matter what 
circumstances might pop into your week or disrupt your 
Sunday morning. 
 
You can simply set up a giving schedule and your tithe is 
automatically given every week. (Of course, you can 
modify or cancel your recurring plan at your discretion 
using Tithe.ly’s easy account manager.)  
 
There are two ways to give using Tithe.ly:  

1. Visit StuartCongregationalChurch.org, click on 
“Invest,” then “click here to invest now” button, 
and complete the short form to send your tithe.  

2.  Download the app from Apple or Google Play 
and give directly from your smartphone.  

 

Tithe.ly enables you to save your details and give with a 
single tap. Once you have an account you can give 
through the Tithe.ly mobile app (iOS or Android) or on 
the SCC website.  

I hope you will join Tim and me in electronic giving to 
our beloved church. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THROUGH A PLANNED GIFT 

(Don’t make your family guess about your giving priorities) 

What is a Planned Gift? A Planned Gift is any major gift made to a non-

profit, in a person’s lifetime or at death, which is part of the donors overall 

financial and/or estate planning. Estate and gift planning incorporates 

many different kinds of financial and tax benefits. By making a planned 

gift or bequest to the Stuart Congregational Church, or the Stuart 

Congregational Church Foundation, you are helping to insure our church’s 

longtime health and success.  

SCC VS. SCC FOUNDATION (What’s the difference?) 

Some folks want to leave a planned estate gift to a ministry area of 

preference at SCC. In the past, such gifts have supported specific 

personnel positions, ministry initiatives, or special building needs or 

mission projects. Individuals with such a restricted interest should direct 

their planned giving specifically to the Stuart Congregational Church. 

Other folks want their planned estate gift to last in perpetuity, so they 

direct their gift to the SCC Foundation. Currently the SCC Foundation 

holds over half-a-million dollars in such gifts in various investments. The 

principle investments are never drawn upon, however as the principle 

grows larger it increases the dividends, which are used to support yearly 

programming at SCC.  

WAYS OF GIVING (How does this work?) 

WILLS AND BEQUESTS provide a simple way to make a gift that will 

keep on giving after your lifetime. Designating the Stuart Congregational 

Church, or the SCC Foundation in a life insurance policy or retirement 

account, are commonly used. Declaring a specific dollar amount or 

percentage of your estate to our church or Foundation is also used. Our 

church or Foundation will be notified of your gift upon your death.  

GIFT ANNUITY ($10,000 minimum) is a contract whereby you transfer 

assets such as cash or appreciated securities to the church or Foundation 

in return for age-based, lifetime annual payments of a fixed amount.  

LIFE INSURANCE policy that is no longer needed for family protection, 

or is specifically purchased to benefit the church can be given (during your 

lifetime) to the church or Foundation. This gift will benefit the church 

upon your death, but is irrevocable now that the ownership of the policy 

has been transferred. Contact your attorney or financial advisor to explore 

these, or other, mechanisms for supporting our beloved church. 



 

A Special Day at SCC 
 
Did you hear the bells? Could it be? YES! It’s Mr. and Mrs. 
Santa Claus arriving at the Christmas party hosted by the 
Outreach Board for a class of Head Start children from the 
Port Salerno Learning Center. The children had enjoyed a 
Christmas program prepared by Mark Nygard followed by the Christmas story and finger play 
with Chris Kempf. They had just finished their pizza and Christmas cookie lunch when the sound 
of bells caught their attention. The Clauses arrived with gifts for all! Thanks to the generosity 
of our congregation, each child received two gifts - - a clothing outfit and a toy from their wish 
list. For some, these are the only gifts they will receive. In addition, we were able to provide a 
cash gift for needed classroom supplies. 
 
Our thanks to all the volunteer elves who helped to make this day so special for each child by 
donating gifts or cash and helping with all the preparation and party activities.   

 
 
 
 

 
  
  

A Gift from Santa A Hug from Santa 

What could it be? Storytime  

OUTREACH COMMITTEE: 
Judi Laurence, President     Susan Moore, Vice President 
Margo Brinsley, Secretary Diane Stachurski 
Sally Hall   Betsy Snedecker 
Marie Walsh 
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Mark Nygard 
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It seems we have the after-

Christmas lull.  The student’s 
attendance is down due to 
illness.  On the other hand, our 
snowbird volunteers are arriving and 
new volunteers are signing up. A big 
“Thank You” to all. 

Our Christmas party was a huge 
success.  The Fellowship Hall was filled with thirty-three students, many 
volunteers, ESL Moms, and their small children.  We opened gifts, played 
Bingo, devoured sixteen giant pizzas and made countless ice cream sundaes. 

Miss Laurie’s and Miss Betsy’s students entertained us with a delightful 
original play entitled "Can’t Catch Me, I’m the Gingerbread Man."  Everyone 
was presented with a gingerbread man cookie after the performance. Thank 
you Miss Laurie and Miss Betsy; you are amazing tutors. 

The picture to the right is of two 
kindergarten students, Kimberly and 
Matthew.  Kimberly was the only child absent 
from the Christmas Party held December 
14th.  We saved her gift and she opened it upon 
her return to Homework Angels on Jan. 11th. We 
gave each kindergarten child a Disney book, 
which contained characters to play out the 
story.  Her story was "Beauty and the Beast." 

We feel as if we are part of a huge extended “Homework Angel” 
family.  We learn to know, not only the students, but their parents, siblings, 
aunts, uncles and cousins.  We are so blessed to be a small part of these 
families’ lives.  Thank you, Outreach committee, for the opportunity.  

 

Carol & Larry Beachy 
 

Homework Angels 
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One simple word like “love” can mean so much to us. Why 
do so many of us use this one word often in letters, songs, or when 
talking to others? Maybe it is because we are all hopeless 
romantics, or we cling to the hope of an everlasting love, or the 
simple fact that our Christian love is rooted from God himself.  “This is how God 
showed his love among us. He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might 
live though him.” 1 John 4:9. 

Children can see and understand the reality of God’s love when they experience 
it first-hand at home. As parents, we can teach our children about His love by 
following some of the qualities that our Father taught us. 

1. God is love: We all know that God does many loving things for us. The more 
important idea is that we need to have our children know God is love. God 
can’t help loving because it is an essential part of His character. He never 
stops showing His love for us. 

2. God cares: Stress and worries can all be put on God because He cares. He 
doesn’t want us to carry the burdens. He wants to carry them. (1 Peter 5:7) 
“Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares.”  

3. God gives Himself: This is exactly what God did when he became man and 
rescued us from death. (John 15:13) “Greater love has no one than this: to 
lay down one’s life for one’s friends.” He gave His one Son to lay down His 
life for us, His children 

            We can show our children God’s everlasting love by modeling it at home. 
Also, be reminding children that God doesn’t just act in love, He is love. Finally, we 
remind our children that God’s love is caring and giving. No matter the age of your 
child, toddler, grade school, or beyond, it is important that they understand God’s 
love for them. 

Love and blessing to you and your family,  

Dorian Nygard  
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Congratulations to Women’s Fellowship on 
its 30th Anniversary! 
We were founded in January 1988 by twenty-five women who elected a 
snowbird from Holland, Michigan, Kay Johnson, as their first president.  From 
that beginning, Women’s Fellowship ‘s sole purpose or mission has been to 
support Stuart Congregational Church and others as Christ leads us.  

As an independent organization, we receive no money from the Church, but 
rather raise money to “gift” our church and other deserving charities, 
organizations individual persons and families in need.  Currently our Annual 
Tag Sale is our fundraising event, this year to be held on Saturday, February 24th 
between 8:00 AM and 12 Noon. We hope our entire congregation will turn out 
and support our fundraising event in whatever way they can. 

In addition to our very substantial financial gifts, we have always provided hands-on labor and assistance for the 
year-round church activities and events, none more significant than our Memorial Committee who assists and 
coordinates the wishes of our Pastor and surviving family members in their time of need. 

During my five years of membership at SCC, I have seen how very devoted the members of Women’s Fellowship 
have been in serving our congregation, and I want to honor and thank all the women who have worked so selflessly 
over the last thirty years. 

This year as President, I have tried to increase our visibility and raise awareness of our organization, especially 
among those who are new to our church.  If you are a woman who worships at Stuart Congregational, you are 
assumed to be a member of Women’s Fellowship with full voting rights and privileges.  There are no dues, but a 
“free will offering” basket is passed when we meet in the Fellowship Hall.  

If you are interested in meeting and socializing with other women of faith, we are very interested in you!  Scripture 
is filled with dozens of references to the value of Fellowship and Pastor Tim always stresses its importance in his 
sermons to us. 

In Romans 15:32 Paul writes “That I may come to you with joy by the will of God, and may be refreshed together 
with you.” 

Our meetings are always on the second Thursday of every month at 11:30 AM. During our October-May season, 
we meet in the Fellowship Hall for a Business Meeting, lunch and a guest speaker. Our Planning Committee 
works very hard to present an exciting, relevant and spiritually meaningful schedule and we welcome your 
thoughts and ideas.  During the summer, we meet at local restaurants, relaxing with our church friends and 
enjoying the blessings our loving god provides. 

We are so grateful and encouraged by the steady increase in attendance this year, but we won’t be satisfied until 
we see many ore women at our meetings who can bring so much more to Women’s Fellowship. 

If I can answer any questions or address any of your concerns, please call me at 772-215-5288.  Thank you! 

 

Karen Gianfortone 
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February 3rd - Jenett Potter 
 February 4th - Doug Campora 
 February 5th - Dee Spera 
 February 6th - Harold Waite 
 February 7th - Mary Morrow and David Hernandez 
 February 8th - Norm Lay 
 February 9th - Barbara Collins 
 February 10th - Brenda Fuchs 
 February 14th  - Steve Curcio 
 February 16th - Phyllis Gidley and Norm Brinsley 
 February 18th - Marilyn Bleam and Carolyn Jacobus 
 February 19th - Nyla Christensen, Johnathan Hicks and Bill King 
 February 22nd  - Frank Spera 
 February 24th - Margery Ahlheim 
 February 27th - Marilyn Kuryluk   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What is a Columbarium? 
A Columbarium is a place where remains of people who are cremated have their ashes inurned.  
The Stuart Congregational Church has a Columbarium and the Columbarium Committee will 
gladly answer questions and show you the Columbarium lo cation.  Please call any one of the 
committee members at the numbers listed below. 
 
 
Susan Powell:  772-286-2222 
Carl Hoffman:  772-781-8167 
 
 

Jan and Don Rich    February 10th  
Marilyn and Ed Kuryluk   February 19th  
Teresa and Warren Skidmore  February 20th  
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On February 8th at 11:30 AM join the 
Women’s Fellowship for lunch where the 
guest speaker will be Sarah Miller from the 
Treasure Coast Autism Project.  Information 
on the Annual Tag Sale will also be 
discussed. Karen Gianfortone and Miriam 
Hoffman will host this event. 
 

 
Officers:   Karen Gianfortone, President  Nyla Christensen, Vice President 
  Susan Moore, Secretary    Marilyn Bleam, Treasurer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 
 

Join the Men’s Fellowship 

on Saturday, February 3rd   

at 8:30 AM in the 

Fellowship Hall. 
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Congratulations....  
to Bill and Kate King who renewed 
their wedding vows in celebration of 
their 20th wedding anniversary.  
Cheers to the 
happy couple! 

 

 
 

 

 

On Sunday, December 24th,  
Ava Marie Hoffman, daughter of 

Robert and Andrea, was baptized at 
the 5:00 PM Christmas Eve Service.  

Blessings to all of them! 
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