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IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER: 

 

June 14 - NO 8:00am worship service 

 

        +++++++++++++++++ 

 

July 3 - Church office closed for July 4th holiday 

July 4 - Independence Day 



  

PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

 

Have you ever attended a CHURCH COUNCIL 

(Board of Directors) meeting?  CHURCH COUN-

CIL will be the new name of the Board of Direc-

tors when the revised Church Bylaws become 

approved.  

 

The old SCC Bylaws have revised since 2008 and many boards 

and committees needed to be brought up to date. 

 

An Ad Hoc committee consisting of Jean Weaver, Trish Smith, 

Curtis Quinter, Larry Beachy, and Pastor Tim Roberts was appoint-

ed to preform this task. A great deal of information including the 

original Bylaws was studied.  A revised updated draft was com-

pleted for study by all the boards and committees.  

 

The Bylaws have been thoroughly discussed and approved by the 

Board of Directors. The following two methods will be used to 

pass this information on to the members of the church. 

 1.You may pick up a copy of the revised Bylaws in the  

     office for your study. 

 2. Electronic copies of the revised Bylaws will be available 

     online to be downloaded on your computers by going to  

     the SCC website  

 

It is the sincere desire of the Bylaws committee and the Board of 

directors that each of you will study the revised Bylaws.  We have 

a called Congregational Meeting to vote for the acceptance of the 

revised Bylaws of 2015 on September 27th at 1:30pm.   

 

There is no rush to approve these revised Bylaws but it is im-

portant that each of you educate yourself as to what SCC believes 

and how it functions.  

    Larry Beachy 
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CHRISTIANS: AN ENDANGERED SPECIES 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

Each week a group of men and I gather at 7:30am for Bible study and 

prayer at Stuart Coffee Company. It’s a rich time of sharing and learn-

ing. We recently read the alarming words of Jesus in Luke 17:1-2 

where he said, “Woe to anyone who would cause one of my little 

ones to stumble. It would be better for them to be thrown into the 

sea with a millstone tied around their neck.” Yikes! Not exactly the 

words of a meek, tender shepherd. Every once and a while Jesus adds shock value to 

his message, I believe, to wake & shake us up! 

 

Jesus’ words echoed in my head as I recently read some alarming statics based on a 

recent Pew Research Survey. The Christian population in the U.S. has dropped from 

78.4% to 70.6% in the last seven years.  That’s more than one percentage point per 

year! At that rate the Christian faith will be extinct in the U.S. by the time my children 

are retired. Christians are becoming an endangered species. The “Nones” – people 

who profess no religious affiliation – represent 23% of the U.S. adult population, and 

that population is increasing yearly, as are atheists and agnostics. Only 56% of young-

er millennials (born 1990-1996) claim to be Christian, whereas 85% of the silent gen-

eration (born 1928-1945) claims to be Christian. And whereas 86% of Americans say 

they grew up Christian, one in five (about 20%) say they have abandoned their faith. 

 

Why? 

 

There are many answers to the question. But research done by Thom Rainer sheds 

some light. Dr. Rainer conducted a poll to discover some of the reasons people make 

such shifts away from the church or from faith altogether. Here are five of the re-

sponses he received: 

Church members are often too negative. And they can be so cliquish. 

Churches are often known more for what they are against than what they are for. 

There is often too much infighting and politics in churches. 

Churches are too bureaucratic with inefficient systems & organizations. 

Many people cannot perceive any benefit to belonging to a church. 

 

Given all the above data, including Jesus’ words, do we care? 

 

Do we really, truly care… enough to make a difference… to be different… to do our 

part to avoid adding to these awful statistics? I believe these trends break God’s heart. 

And what breaks God’s heart should also break ours. The Church often makes people 

stumble away from faith in Christ. Our role, however, is to attract them to Christ, not 

repel them. Perhaps these statistics are the millstone around our necks! 

 

Let’s choose to be different. Let’s choose the people Jesus chooses… that is, all the 

people who are walking away from His Church. Let’s welcome them in with our  

(continued on page 5) 
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Welcome to Summer! 

 

 

Most of our Northern members have returned to their cooler climes, leav-

ing the rest of us here in the land of Forever Summer.  The activities have 

geared back here at the Church, except for the Youth Department. Our 

8:00 AM service will be discontinued during July and August due to low attendance, 

but the 11:14 AM service is still going strong.  It has been a real breath of fresh air 

that this service is doing so well and seems to be growing.  New faces mean new op-

portunities to make new friends. 

 

Our program to Direct Pay your Church contribution is catching on.  Anyone needing 

more information on this program can contact the Church office, but the forms and 

instructions can be found on pages 11 & 12 in this newsletter. 

 

 Also, we will be getting together a committee to help people who want to remember 

the Church in their estate plan.  Each individual or family situation is unique.  This 

also extends into planning gifts to Stuart Congregational Church, its Foundation, and 

your other charitable interests.  With attention to detail and a thorough discrete re-

view of your financial situation, SCC’s Planned Giving team can assist you in identify-

ing the gift vehicle that will complement your unique situation.  More on this pro-

gram will be forthcoming in the next few months.   

 

In the meanwhile, please enjoy your summer wherever you are.  

 

 

 

      Charlie Stracuzzi, Treasurer 

      jcstracuzzi@comcast.net 



(continued from page 3) 

 

attitudes of openness & joy, friendship & hospitality, warmth & acceptance. Let’s welcome 

them with our enthusiastic faith in the Lord Jesus, our love for others, and our passionate 

desire to share the hope of life with Christ. Let’s welcome them by engaging newcomers & 

befriending them, by funding our ministries to make a God-sized impact, and by stepping 

up to the plate of serving in an SCC ministry. Let’s reverse the national trend in our com-

munity. Let’s evangelize by sharing what God is doing at SCC, and by inviting people every 

single week to join you in a ministry event of some sort (especially worship). Jesus Christ is 

counting on you to reach out, to welcome and embrace.  

 

I’m committed to be all-in with you as we move ahead with the light of Christ for people far 

from Him. It is my rich gift to help lead the way forward in ministry at SCC! 

 

      In the Grip of Grace! 

      Pastor Tim 

 

        +++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

 

BEING CONGREGATIONALISTS… 

 

Because of this conviction that the Christian community is a fellowship, we see the gather-

ing of Christian people at the Lord’s Table as a corporate act – as something we do togeth-

er. This is why the very architecture of most of our sanctuaries insists that the communion 

table be not away from the people in a recessed chancel, but out in the sanctuary in the 

midst of the people just as any family supper table would be, with the pews symbolically 

grouped around it.   -Excerpt taken from The Congregational Way of Life, by Aurthur A. 

Rouner, Jr. 

 

 

 

Coffee with Jesus 

 

Pa Good News Letter Page 5 



Page 6                                                                                                          Good News Letter 

JUNE 2015 - ACTIVITIES & EVENTS    JULY 2015 - ACTIVITIES & EVENTS 

 

June 01:  9:00am Board of Buildings & Property  July 01:  Messy Game Day 

    10:00am Board of Deacons    July 03:  Church office closed 

June 02:  5:30pm Stephen Ministers       July 06:  9:00am Music Camp  

     6:30pm EPIC Band Rehearsal    July 07:  7:30am Disciple Café 

June 03:  2:00pm Youth-Messy Game Day   July 07:  9:00am Music Camp 

June 06:  8:30am  Men’s Breakfast, Alice’s Restaurant      5:30pm Stephen Ministers 

June 07:  9:00am Confirmation         6:30pm EPIC Band Rehearsal 

June 08:  9:00am Confirmation     July 08:  9:00am Music Camp 

June 09:  7:30am Disciple Café          2:00pm Messy Game Day 

     9:00am  Confirmation     July 09:  9:00am Music Camp 

     6:30pm  EPIC Band Rehearsal    July 10:  9:00am Music Camp 

June  10: 9:00am Confirmation         July 13-17:  8:30am Mommy & Me 

     2:00pm  Youth-Messy Game Day       Music & Movement 

June 11:  9:00am Confirmation     July 13: 9:00am Board of Building     

June 12:  9:00am  Confirmation                     & Property 

June 14:  NO 8:00am Worship Service    July 14:  7:30am  Disciple Café 

June 15:  8:30am Fish Camp            6:30pm EPIC Band Rehearsal 

June 16:  7:30am Disciple Café’         July 15:  2:00pm Messy Game Day 

     8:30am Fish Camp     July 20:  8:30am Fish Camp 

     10:00am Board of Trustees    July 21:  7:30am Disciple Café 

     2:00pm Staff Meeting         8:30am Fish Camp 

     6:30pm EPIC Band Rehearsal        6:30pm  EPIC Band Rehearsal 

June 17:  8:30am Fish Camp     July 22:  8:30am Fish Camp 

     2:00pm  Youth-Messy Game Day       2:00pm Messy Game Day 

June 18:  8:30am Fish Camp     July 23:  8:30am Fish Camp 

June 19:  8:30am Fish Camp     July 24:  8:30am Fish Camp      

     6:00pm Fish Camp Fish Fry         6:30pm Fish Camp Fish Fry 

June 22:  8:30am Surf Camp       July 27:  6:00pm Monday Movie Night 

     6:00pm Monday Movie & Pizza                & Pizza 

June 23:  7:30am Disciple Café     July 28:  7:30am Disciple Café 

     8:30am Surf Camp          6:30pm EPIC Band Rehearsal

     6:30pm EPIC Band Rehearsal    July 29:  2:00pm Messy Game Day 

     7:00pm Board of Directors     July 31:  Middle School to  

June 24:  8:30am Surf Camp                   “Great Escape” 

     2:00pm Youth Messy Game Day   

June 25:  8:30am Surf Camp     

June 26:  8:30am Surf Camp         

     1:30pm Surf Camp Luau          

June 30  7:30am  Disciple Café at Stuart Coffee Company 

     9:00am Board of Trustees 

     6:30pm EPIC Band Rehearsal 
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June  & July Birthdays: 

 

06/01  Bob Brockway 

06/02  Jim Hollinger 

06/03  Carl Hoffman 

06/06  Lisa Stuart 

06/07  Bob Burton 

06/11  Nancy Johnson 

06/12  Irene Kalpin 

06/13  Gordon Belshaw, Lindsey Cook 

06/14  Steve Heart 

06/15  Hugh Haines 

06/21  Tiffany Harstad 

06/26  Mark Nygard 

06/27  Dottie Bartholomew 

06/28  Chuck Murdoch 

06/29  Mary Brown 

07/01  Dale Breuninger 

07/03  Mike Emery, Audrey McConnell, Susan Powell 

07/05  Lindsay Hoffman 

07/07  Terry Rycenga 

07/08  Donna Newhouse, Bill Plossl 

07/10  Dave Colin 

07/11  Douglas Nicholas, Curt Quinter 

07/17  Dick Paul 

07/18  Sarah Brenda 

07/20  Tommy Thompson 

07/21  Doris Coffman, Carol Paul 

07/22  Ross Weaver 

07/23  Howard Voss 

07/24  Wayne Beedle 

07/26  Tim Whalen 

07/30  Kathy Straton 

 

     June  & July Anniversaries 

 

06/17  Mike & Robin Emery; Dr. Howard & Sally Voss 

06/20  Dave & Connie Collin, Brad & Jenny Whitten 

06/24  Hal & Mary Harring 

06/28  Richard & Louise White 

06/30  Wayne & Bonnie Beedle 

07/11  Otto & Barb Kaufmann 

07/15  Bill and Dee Baker, Tom & Anette Bohatyritz 

07/26  Richard & Carolyn Jacobus 

 

 If your name and date are not listed it means the information is not in our  

 database.  Please call the church office to update our records.  Thank you 

       

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +  
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AUTOPAYMENT OPTION AT SCC 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

My wife, Lisa, tells me I’m “old school” in certain ways. Before we were married, I 

wrote individual checks, stuffed in envelopes, then licked, stamped and mailed every 

bill payment. Her checkbook, by comparison, was filled with unused checks. Why? She 

paid all of her bills through her bank’s electronic auto payment. She never wrote 

checks (which cost money), stuffed & licked envelopes, or used stamps (which cost 

money). Perhaps it won’t surprise you to know that she converted me. And paying 

bills is so much easier, saving me time and money. 

 

Whether or not you are already utilizing a similar bill pay service, we have good news 

for you. The Stewardship Team at Stuart Congregational Church is initiating an auto-

matic payment program for your use in offering your financial resources to the Lord’s 

ministry here. It can make this detail of your life simpler, saving you time and money. 

Here’s how it works: 

 

Simply fill out the “Automatic Payment Authorization Form” found on the back 

of this letter and mail (or bring) it to Stuart Congregational Church. 

Include a voided check from your checking account, or if using a savings ac-

count, a voided deposit ticket. 

 

It’s literally that easy. It’s secure. And it’s free. 

 

Your contributions will be automatically deducted on the date/s you choose. Your pay-

ment will post to the Church Account within 48 hours. It may take up to four weeks 

for the automatic payment process to begin. You may cancel an automatic withdrawal 

from your bank account by notifying the church and your bank 15 days prior to the 

date your contribution is scheduled to transfer. Once your automatic payment is ac-

tive, you will receive a confirmation and thank you letter from the church Treasurer. 

 

I hope and pray this is received as a gift to you, to make your life easier, and to assist 

us all with giving our resources to the Lord’s ministry at SCC. 

 

For the Stewardship Team, 

Pastor Tim Roberts 

 

Stewardship Team:   Charlie Stracuzzi  Michael Emory Judy & Norm Lay 

    Larry Beachy  Marie Bryan 

 

Please note the Autopayment form is on the opposite side (page 12). 
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                                  MEN’S FELLOWSHIP 

 

                      Join us as we meet in the Fellowship Hall 

                        for great fellowship and good food 

   

   on the 1st Saturday of the month, June 6th at 8:30 am 

           Meet at Alice’s Restaurant 

       2781 SE Ocean Blvd, Stuart, FL 34996 

 

  *************************************************** 

                                                                          
 

JUNE WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP LUNCHEON / 11:30am 

will be at  

Josephine’s Café & Bistro 

3714 SE Ocean Blvd., Stuart 

772-266-9131 

                         Please sign up in the Fellowship Hall. 

 

  *************************************************** 

 

HOMEWORK ANGELS 

            

Another successful year of Homework Angels has just been completed.  

We had 19 children enrolled this year from age 4 to 12.  That age span 

kept us busy getting learning materials on hand to keep them busy after they completed 

their home work.  It was a challenging task, but well worth it. 

 

Our tutors were amazing and the children had a wonderful experience learning to know 

adults that they would never had any contact with otherwise  We had 30 volunteers on our 

list, which seems like a lot but we never knew who will actually be there on any given day.  

The same is true with the students.  Somehow it always worked out. 

A big “Thank You” to all our volunteers.  They gave of their time and energy to help the 

children succeed.  

 

An exceptionally HUGE thank you goes to Kathy Hoorn, whose expertise as a teacher for 30 

years turned around two kindergartners who were struggling.  She had extra sessions with 

these two boys at the library, along with their parents.  They are now able to sound out 

words and are so proud to be able to read.  They also have a sense of confidence that was 

not evident before. 

 

Larry and I feel so blessed to be able to be a part of these children and their parents’ lives.  

The whole family benefits from this program.  The parents are learning to speak English 

from their children and they are so grateful for this opportunity.  They all enrich our lives.  

 

       Carol Beachy, co-director 
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NEW ORANGE CURRICULUM:  We have begun an exciting 

new curriculum within the Children’s Ministry.  Thanks to the 

team at “Orange” we are able to offer this interactive curricu-

lum to all children from Nursery to 5th grade.    

 

Why is it called Orange?  Since orange (the color) is made 

from yellow  and red, the Orange curriculum will combine the light of Christ (yellow) with 

the love of family (red). 

 

How will we bring the Faith and Family together?  With each lesson, families will receive 

cue cards which will key parents in on what their kids are learning at church and offer 

questions or discussion starters for the car ride home or meal time.  Also kids will be go-

ing home with God Time cards, which are devotions.  Occasionally, we will incorporate chil-

dren’s lessons into a family worship experience so that kids and parents can worship to-

gether.  We will also host other special events like service projects including a Back to 

School Bash on August 15th to help hand out backpacks to students in our community or 

family dinner nights so that families can engage in their faith together. 
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Children’s Ministry 

Sunday  

Morning  

Schedule 

 
10:00-11:00am Fellowship and  

Fun With Jesus:  

All ages from pre-k to high school  

come over to the  

Family Ministries Wing!  

 

11:14am-12:30pm Kid’s Church  

following praise time during  

EPIC service 

 

*pre- school and nursery  

are open every Sunday  

from 9:45am-12:30pm 

 

VOLUNTEERS  NEEDED 

 

If you’d like to be involved  

with our Children and/or Youth 

this summer - you are needed! 

 

And we’ve made it easy for you! 

Sign up on our Facebook page 

online OR contact  

 

Dee Carr @ 561-685-8711 

 

Mark Nygard @ 772-521-0483 
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CHURCH BIZ! 

 

SCC HOSTING GLOBAL LEADERSHIP SUMMIT 

On August 6
th

 & 7
th

 (9:00am to 5:00pm) our church is offering a live satellite private 

viewing (for our people only!) of this international conference.  As hosts, we get a sub-

stantial discount: $89 for two full days with world-class speakers, artists, musicians, 

and other inspirational resources. DON’T MISS THIS OUTSTANDING OPPORTUNITY! To 

register, simply go to www.stuartcongregationalchurch.org and click on the “Global 

Leadership Summit” link. In the blank box enter the password: PV2015. Then click on 

“Register.” You will be asked to verify that Stuart Congregational Church is your home 

church. Click on “Verify.” From there you will fill in necessary registration information. 

The deadline for this discount rate is July 7
th

, so don’t delay. Register today. 

 

SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Please note that our 8:00am worship service will be suspended for much of the sum-

mertime. The last service will be held on Sunday, June 7
th

 (communion Sunday), then we 

will resume the 8:00am worship hour on Sunday, September 13
th

. We encourage 

8:00am worshipers to join us for one of the other worship hours and get to know other 

SCC folks during this time. 

 

SCC STAFFING 

We are sad to see our custodian, Alan Hall, depart from our staff due to ongoing health 

issues. We are pleased, however, to welcome his replacement, John Tierny. John’s son, 

Nathan, is already involved in our youth group. We also officially welcome Dee Carr to 

the permanent Director of Children’s Ministry position. Dee with her husband Don, and 

their two girls, has already been a rich blessing to our church. We also welcome Debo-

rah Harris to the permanent “Little Blessings Coop” director position. Deborah also 

works in our nursery on Sunday mornings and is a delight to all who know her. Be sure 

to get to know and welcome our new staff into the SCC family. 

 

SUMMER LEARNING 

If you would like to engage in some biblical or theological study this summer, you can 

do so at your convenience using the Online Learning Library. Simply go to our website 

(stuartcongregationalchurch.org) and click on the “Learning Library” link at the top 

right corner of the home page. You’ll find an array of classes by Pastor Tim, and 

handouts used in the actual class while listening to the audio recording of the entire 

class, including their discussion and questions. 

http://www.stuartcongregationalchurch.org
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