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PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

 

  

President’s Corner 
 

Happy Easter 
 

March is a busy month at SCC with the Women’s Fellowship 

Yard Sale on the first Saturday, the Wednesday night pro-

grams, Men’s Bible Study every Tuesday morning and most 

of all Easter Week services. 

 

I hope everyone supports the Yard Sale and if you want to donate items that the 

women can sell I‘m sure they would appreciate it.  The Men’s Fellowship has 

kitchen duties for the day making Randy’s Sausage Soup, Hot Dogs, and bever-

age.  Please stop by.       

 

Our Wednesday night programs start with supper at 5:30 and then a study pro-

gram with Pastor Tim at 6:30.  The current study is “Love Does” that will take 

us to Easter.  It is a video and discussion based program.  Pastor does a great 

job and we all have a good time.       

 

Every Tuesday morning Pastor Tim holds a Men’s Bible Study at Stuart Coffee 

Company which starts at 7:30 AM.  If you are an early riser please join the 

group.   

 

Easter week starts with Palm Sunday Services at 8, 10, and 11:14 AM.  We will 

be filling 600 plastic Easter eggs in the Fellowship Hall at 11 AM on Palm Sun-

day.  Please donate your nickels, dimes, and quarters   A Pot Luck Supper is 

scheduled for Maundy Thursday with the service to follow.  Good Friday Service 

will start at noon.  Our Easter services will be held at 8, 10, and 11:14.  Also we 

are planning Easter Egg Hunts for the kids after the 10 and 11:14 services.   

 

I want to take this opportunity to thank everyone for the successful Steward-

ship Campaign.  We received 112 Estimate of Giving Cards so far.  Our estimate 

of giving is substantially ahead of last year and that is appreciated.   

  
               Sincerely, 

    Curtis L Quinter  
           President 

        Stuart Congregational Church 
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The Good News Letter is published monthly during the winter and bi-monthly during the summer by the Stuart Congregational Church .   

There is no charge for a subscription. 

 

The church is located at the corner of Aster Lane and Ruhnke Streets, one half mile north of Indian Street. 
Mailing address: 3110 SE Aster Lane, Stuart, FL 34994.  Telephone: (772) 287-5951.   

Website: www.stuartcongregationalchurch.org 

 

 Rev. Dr. Timothy Roberts: Pastor 
 Jeanne Koeper:  “Good News Letter” Layout Artist, Editor and Publisher 

 Deadline for articles is the 10th of the month preceding each publication. 

 

Your Staff 

 

Rev. Dr. Timothy Roberts 

Pastor 

 
 

 

 

Teresa McCArgo 

Children’s Ministry 
 

 

Mark Nygard 

Youth &  

Worship Ministries 

 

 

Esther Easley 

Music Director 

 

 
 

 

Jeanne Koeper 
Office Administrator 

 

 

John Tierney 

Custodian 

 

 

Office Hours 

8:30 am—12:30 pm 

Monday-Friday 

 

 

Worship Times: 

Sundays: 

8:00 am Chapel 

10:00 am Sanctuary  

11:14 am Chapel 

 

Nursery Care available 
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    EACH ONE BRING ONE 
 

Dear Friends, 

 

Easter is the Church’s “Super Bowl.” Everything about our faith points toward the res-

urrection of Jesus Christ. The apostle Paul reminds us of how important Easter is: 

“And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile.” (1st Corinthians 5:17) Our 

faith hinges on the truth of Jesus’ resurrection. 

 

The great news is that people are still attracted to our “Super Bowl.” Many people 

who do not regularly attend church will do so on Easter Sunday. And unlike the NFL 

Super Bowl, it’s free of charge! Actually, YOU are their ticket! So, I’m asking YOU to 

invite someone to attend an Easter Sunday service alongside you. I’m asking YOU to reach out beyond 

your family members (although they are important to invite too!). I’m asking YOU to specifically invite 

someone who is not committed to a church elsewhere to attend alongside you. My invitation challenge 

to you is summed up in this phrase: EACH ONE BRING ONE. The challenge is for us to double our at-

tendance on Easter Sunday. Please begin to pray about whom you will invite to Easter worship on Sun-

day, March 27th. 

 

Here are some “talking points” for you to share with the individual you will be inviting to Easter worship 

alongside you: 

 

HOLY WEEK 

Palm Sunday: Celebrate Jesus’ triumphal entry with real palms and Children’s Choir at 10:00 am worship 

Maundy Thursday: 5:30pm Potluck supper, then 6:30 service & communion 

Good Friday: 12:00 noon service in the chapel 

 

EASTER SUNDAY 

8:00am: Classic service in our chapel 

10:00am: Traditional service in the sanctuary, featuring our children’s choir 

11:14am: Epic service in the chapel, featuring chalk drawing & our children’s choir 

11:00 & 12:30: Easter egg hunts for kids 

1:30pm: Easter dinner served in the Fellowship Hall 

 

POST-EASTER WEDNESDAY NIGHT OPPORTUNITIES (3 adult tracks!) 

6:30pm: Awesome programming for kids and teenagers 

6:30pm: The Alpha Course: Explore the basics of the Christian faith in a friendly, honest and informal 

environment 

6:30pm: Financial Peace University: A biblically based curriculum that teaches how to handle money 

God’s way 

6:30pm: Intentional Parenting Course:  Ten  ways to be an exceptional parent in a quick fix world 

 

Our programs are designed to make it easier for you to invite people to SCC. YOU are their ticket! EACH 

ONE BRING ONE… especially on Easter Sunday! Let’s share the hope of our faith with people who are 

already in our lives… neighbors… friends at the clubhouse… on the golf course… at the gym… at 

work… even those who wait tables at your favorite restaurant. Remember, YOU are their ticket! Remem-

ber, EACH ONE BRING ONE! 

 

In the Grip of Grace! 

 

Pastor Tim 

 
 

 

P.S.  There will not be a Sunrise Service this year.          
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COFFEE WITH JESUS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 BEING CONGREGATIONILISTS 
 

“Believers should be united to God and to one 
another by a covenant, entered into, not by 
compulsion, but willingly. Such a body, so unit-
ed, and recognizing their obligations to God the 
Father and to Christ as their law-giver and ruler, 
are a church. Of this church, Christ is the head, 
and his powers and graces are for the use of 
every member.”  
 
Excerpt taken from The Creeds and Platforms 
of Congregationalism, by Williston Walker. 

These guys from church want me to 

be a part of their weekly breakfast 

thing, Jesus, and I don’t know….just 

not my thing, I guess.  Don’t really 

have time. 

Not your type of guys, Kevin? Totally not. That’s why you’re going. 

Not                               
Your                           
Type 

 

 



 
WE ARE ALMOST THERE!! 

 

 

A review of the responses to date from our 2016 Stewardship Program are very encouraging.  

Not only are we ahead of last year at this time, but your giving estimates received are very 

favorable and heartening.   

 

We have currently received about a 70% response level from this year’s program and are ex-

pecting more responses are in the mail.  How about you? Have you turned in your Estimate of Giving card?  

If not, please respond this week.  We want everyone to be counted and make this the best response level 

ever. 

 

Perhaps you have misplaced or lost the response card, if so, stop in at the office after church, or call the 

church office (287-5951) and one will be sent out promptly. 

 

Some people have preferred to make their support weekly; others chose to give on a monthly basis.  A few 

even have made an annual gift to the church.  Some have noted on the card that they are unable to give an 

estimate at this time and have marked their card “Later”.  The amount or frequency of payment is not as im-

portant as hearing from you about your intent, whatever it may be. 

 

After you have completed your 2016 Estimate of Giving, insert the card in the return addressed envelope.  

You may then mail the card or bring it to Church on Sunday and place it with the morning’s collection. 

 

Please call any of the following persons if you have questions, or need a replacement card: 

 

Norm and Judy Lay, Financial Secretary (692-2919); or  

Charles Stracuzzi, Treasurer (223-5597) 

 

Thank you for your prompt response. 

 

Stewardship Committee  

 

 

 

 

 

Blessing Bags 
 

The Missional Women’s Bible Study group would like to extend its deepest ap-

preciation to those who have provided supplies and bags for the homeless.  As 

you know, it has been cold and rainy lately. These bags have and will make a 

huge difference for the homeless in our community. Please 

remember that this is an ongoing ministry and with your 

continued support we will help those in need.  Please keep 

bringing bags and supplies, and kindly put them in the 

collection bins in the foyer and fellowship hall. Thank you. 
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          SCC - March 2016 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

          
 
 
 

      1 

 
7:30am - Disciple 
Café’ 
 
4:30 pm  
Homework Angels 
 
5:30pm  Stephen 
Ministry 

        2 
10:00am  Women of 
Faith Bible Study 
5:30pm  Family Night 
Supper 
 
6:30pm Family Night 
Program 
 
8:00pm EPIC  Band  
Rehearsal 

      3 

4:30 pm  
Homework Angels  
 
7 pm Choir 
CANCELLED 

      4 

 

    5 
8:30am Men’s 
Breakfast 
 
 
 
 
8am to 1pm 
Women’s Fel-
lowship Tag 
Sale 

    6 

 
Canned Goods for 
Salvation Army 
 
12: 30pm Next  
Gen Board Meet-
ing 
 
5:30pm  Women’s 
Missional Bible 
Study 

7 
 
9 am  Buildings 
& Properties  Board 
 
 
5:30pm  Board of  
Deacons 
 
 

 
 

8 
 
7:30am - Disciple 
Café’ 
 
 
4:30 pm  
Homework Angels 
 
7:00 pm Director 
of Children’s Min-
istry Search 

        9 
10:00am  Women of 
Faith Bible Study 

 

5:30pm  Family Night 
Supper 

 

6:30pm Family Night 
Program 

 

8pm EPIC  Band  Rehers 
 
8pm Care Meeting 

    10 

10:30am Women’s 
Fellowship Meeting  
to Equine Rescue 
Lunch Ruby Tues-
day’s 
 
4:30 pm  
Homework Angels  
 
7 pm Choir 
Rehearsal 

      11 
 

 

12 
 
 

    13 

 
12:30pm  Board of 
Next Generation 
 

 

14 
 
Deadline for  
Newsletter articles 
 
1:30m  Board of 
Outreach 
 
7:00 pm Adult 
Discipleship  

    15 
7:30am - Disciple 
Café 
 
9:00am  Board of 
Trustees 
 
5:30pm  Stephen 
Ministry 
 
 

 

      16 

10:00am  Women of 
Faith Bible Study 
11:00 am Welcome Com-
mittee Meeting 
5:30pm  Family Night 
Supper 
6:30pm Family Night 
Program 
8:00pm EPIC  Band  
Rehearsal 

    17 

 
 
7 pm Choir 
Rehearsal 

18 
 
11:00am  Memorial 
service for Ann  
Ferrer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   19 
9:30am   
Work Party 

20 
 
PALM SUNDAY 
 

 

21 
 
 
 
 

22 
7:30am - Disciple 
Café’ 
1pm Outreach 
Meeting 
 
4:30 pm  
Homework Angels 
 
 
 

23 
 
10:00am  Women of 
Faith Bible Study 
 
5:30pm  Family Night 
Supper 
 
6:30pm Family Night 
Program 
 
8:00pm EPIC  Band  
Rehearsal 

   24 

 
4:30 pm  
Homework Angels  
5:30 Maundy Thur 
Potluck 
6:30 Maundy Thur 
Service 
 
7 pm Choir 
Rehearsal 

25 
 
12:00 pm 
Good Friday Service 

26 
 
 

   27 
 
    
 
 
 
1:30pm Easter 
Dinner  

    28 
8:30 am  
Newsletter  
Mailing 
 
 

 
 

29 
7:30am - Disciple 
Café 
4:30 pm  Home-
work Angels 
7:00pm  Church  
Council 

30 
10:00am  Women of 
Faith Bible Study 
5:30pm  Family Night 
Supper 
6:30pm Family Night 
Program 
8:00pm EPIC  Band  

31 
 
4:30 pm  
Homework Angels  
 
7 pm Choir 
Rehearsal 
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BOARD OF BUILDINGS AND PROPERTY 

 

GET YOUR HANDS DIRTY ! ! 

 

 On Saturday, March 19, 2016, at 9:30am, a work party is assembling 

 at SCC to complete unfinished projects.  If you want to be a part of 

 this work day, please call Paul Piatti at 772-215-3762.  Thank you! 

 

 NOTE:  There will be a date change for the next meeting of the Board 

 of Buildings and Property.  The next meeting will be on Monday,  

 March 7th at 9:00am. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

We have been having so much fun teaching the kids new and fun lessons created just for 

their age level.  We're working through some very important scriptures with lessons and 

hands-on crafts and games.  Our mission is to teach them through relatable lessons so they 

can use this in their everyday life. 

 

We started off this month with Super Bowl Sunday Party.  The group talked about pressing 

on toward the goal that God has for each and everyone of us. 

 

On February 14th, we started our Disney Frozen series with "Love" and handed out valentines 

to all three services. The children made burlap wall decorations and valentines for their fami-

lies.  We will continue in this Frozen series through the month of February and the first week 

of March.  We will discuss friendship, family and fear.  The kids will be very busy and seeing 

their excitement is so contagious and wonderful. 

 

Please check out all the new pictures on the bulletin board when you attend coffee hour and 

you will be able to see the excitement the Children’s Ministry has to offer. 

 

The children loved bringing you the morning announcements, and they are working behind 

the scenes with Ester and the choir to bring you music during the Easter season. 

 

We would love to have volunteers for greeters, helpers and teachers.   

 

We are in need of craft supplies.  So, if you have anything laying around that you don't want,  

we would greatly appreciate any donation. 

 

The Next Generation Team  

Board Members 

Paul Piatti, Chair 

Tom Brendal 

Ned Hughes 

Chuck Kolb 

Kevin McDonald 

Bill Potter 

Trish Smith 
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STEWARDSHIP NEWS! 
 

We are on the way to our total revenue goal of more than $400,000. Your “Estimate of 

Giving” cards allow us to plan our budget with a degree of accuracy, and ena-

ble us to be good stewards of our resources. We have received more than 

112 “Estimate of Giving” cards, totaling over $283,800. By this time last year 

we had only received 68 cards for a total of $174,000. Praise God, we are 

ahead of schedule! If you have not yet returned your “Estimate of Giving” 

card, please prayerfully consider doing so soon. Thank you for serving our Lord through 

your generosity! 

 

GIVING INSTRUMENTS 
 

As a convenience to you, SCC provides automatic bill pay and electronic giving. Automatic 

bill pay can be set up through your bank with a form we can provide. Electronic giving can 

be found on the “Invest” link on the SCC website. Thank you for your ongoing support of 

the SCC ministries. 

 

ESTATE PLANNING 
 

Please remember Stuart Congregational Church in your estate plan-

ning. Our Endowment Funds and our Memorial Funds are two excel-

lent opportunities for your giving consideration, be it through your 

wills, stocks, or as a named beneficiary of an insurance policy. This 

financially wise method of stewardship helps ensure the long-term 

financial stability of the church and provides a planned means for 

the church to continue its role in the lives of our members and 

those to whom we reach out, in our community and beyond. 

 

 

 

 

EASTER LILIES will be available this year.  The cost is $9.00 for a double plant. 

 

In memory of _________________________________________________________________________ 

 

In honor of ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Given by______________________________________________________________________________ 

Please complete this tear-off form and include with your intentions and/or donations.   

Return to this form to the church office or place in the collection plate.  Thank you. 
 

The Women’s Fellowship. 



 

    

   

 

 

 

 

    

  

         

 

 

 

 

 

         

 

 

 

Page 9 Good News Letter 

                            *********************************************        
 

WHAT IS A COLUMBARIUM? 

 

A Columbarium is a place where remains of people who are cremated have 

their ashes inured.  The Stuart Congregational Church has a Columbarium 

and the Columbarium Committee will gladly answer questions and show 

you the Columbarium location.  Please call any one of the committee  

members at the numbers listed below. 

 

Susan Powell:  286-2222; Connie and Dave Collin:  225-2389; and  

Carl Hoffman:  781-8167 

Committee  

Members: 
Susan Powell, Chair 
Connie Collin 
Dave Collin 

Carl Hoffman 

MARCH  BIRTHDAYS 

 
03/05  Jody Braskamp, Inge Jarvis 

03/08  Mayra Delgado 

03/12  Hugh Connett 

03/14  Elsie Schafer 

03/15  Marilyn Piatti 

03/17  June Denny   

03/18  Konnie Nordyke 

03/19  Bonnie Beedle, Kailee Hemann 

03/22  Audrey Potter 

03/25  Louise White 

03/28  Miriam Hoffman, Carlos Moreno 

03/30  Judy Lay 

MARCH  ANNIVERSARIES 

 

03/13  Curt & Elaine Quinter 
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      Mark Nygard, Youth Ministry 
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                      BOARD OF OUTREACH 

 

   

 

Y 

 

 

 Your generous donations have supported    

  the following charities in 2016. 

 

 

    Benevolence     $20,441 

  

    Christmas Offering      $8,168 

 

    2015 Balance Forward   $1,100 

     

    Total Funds Available  $29,709 

 

   Following prayerful discussion the following charities and amounts were selected. 

 

 Barbara and Ken MacMannis (SCC Missionaries to Haiti)         $10,000 

 

 Young Life (1st of 3 Year Pledge)     $1,000 

 

 Volunteers in Medicine (VIM)      $2,709 

 

 Salvation Army’s Compassion House     $3,000 

 

 LAHIA          $3,000 

  

 Mark Garwood SHARE Foundation     $2,000 

 

 SCC Summer Camp (Fish fry, Luau, Scholarships)   $2,500 

 

 Samaritan Center for Boys and Families    $2,000 

 

 Morgan Scott Project - NACCC      $1,000 

 

 SCC Children’s Ministry       $2,500 

 

 

    THANK YOU!!    THANK YOU!!   THANK YOU!!  

 

  

 

 

 

 

Board Members 

Chris Kemp, Chair 

Nam Ashcraft 

Evelyn Cianci 

Judi Laurence 

Marilyn McDonald 

Mary Moore 

Cathy Stroud 

Marie Walsh 
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        MEN’S FELLOWSHIP 

   

Join us as we meet for great fellowship  

and good food on March 5th at 8:30 am  

Please sign up in the Fellowship Hall. 
                                                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   DATE:  Thursday, March 10th at 10:30 AM  

   Carpool from the Church for a trip to  

   EQUINE RESCUE and ADOPTION CENTER   

   Lunch will be at Ruby Tuesday’s 

   Please sign up in the Fellowship Hall 
 

                 

   DATE:  April 14th at 11:30AM 

   Fellowship Hall Pot Luck  

   Election of Officers 
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Women’s Fellowship Officers 

 

Vice President:  Karen Gianfortone 

Treasurer:  Carol Beachy 

Secretary:  Susan Moore 

President 

Marilyn Bleam 

Page  13 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It’s that time of year……….would you like to enjoy a tax deduction? Consider a gift of cash 

or stock, or consider purchasing/donating these items on our (non-budgeted) wish list: 

 

Golf Cart - For valet assistance for our handicapped, elderly, etc. (Generously Purchased) 

Computer - For administrative office. 

Passenger Van – For youth group and adult group outings. 

Radio Spots – For advertising the ministries of SCC. 

Hospitality Cart – a mobile welcome wagon/information booth. 

Camcorder – For enhanced video recording of worship services. (Generously Purchased) 

Knocker Balls - For Youth group games and activities. 

Drum Cage Completion - For EPIC worship, helps noise control. (Generously Purchased) 

 

 

                 *************************************************************** 

 

        Hello Church Family, 

 

     It has been far too long since I have corresponded, and even longer since I  

    have seen you. Hugh and I are well, and so glad to be coming back home.                      

    We plan to start around the 12
th

 of March and be back in Stuart on  

    March 14
th

.  I will be beginning a new journey as Chaplain of the  

    St. Lucie Tradition Hospital, for Martin Health System. God has been             

    looking out for us, for it seems that I would not have been considered for 

    the position if we had not traveled to PA and received additional experience   

     and training in the Reading Hospital System.  Hugh is grateful for the time he has had with his 

daughter, grandchildren, and brother here. 

 

I thought of you all yesterday when the Department of Spiritual Care at the Reading Hospital  

conducted an Ash Wednesday service for hospital employees. It was a beautiful service. I was 

blessed to give the sermon and write the service, which included two Catholic priests, two Lutheran 

ministers, a Methodist seminary student, and myself. I sure appreciated the experience you all gave 

me and Tim’s mentoring. 

 

The hospital chaplaincy experience has been rich and rewarding. I have had an opportunity to be in 

the trenches serving patients in a wide variety of illness, injury, and tragedy. We are excited at the 

prospect of coming home and continuing to serve God at home.  Blessings to all of you. Can’t wait 

to see you soon!! 

      Love in Christ, Debby and Hugh Connett 
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       Debby Connett 
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 Page 15 Good News Letter 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 7, 2016 

 

 

 

Dear Outreach Board and Church Family, 

 

It is in the spirit of thankfulness and encouragement that we write 

this letter of appreciation for your continued support of our ministry 

in Haiti.  As we prepare our hearts and minds for another year in ser-

vice to the LORD, we are well aware of the fact we could not accom-

plish all we are doing here without your financial support and prayers. 

 

Our first full year at Love a Child has incorporate many lessons for us 

from cultural differences to navigating our purpose here, intermin-

gled with the purposes of other missionaries we work alongside.  

Each brings its own dynamics and stretches us to sometimes work 

and think outside our comport zone.   

We also have come to realize more than ever the importance of being truly focused on liv-

ing our lives for the LORD.  We have learned to “be still” and listen to the voice of God for 

the problems and situations we face. 

 

Your generous financial support, while being a sign we are following God’s purpose for us, 

allows us to purchase some much needed repairs for our truck. Transportation is not only a 

necessity here, but can also mean your safety.  This week as we were coming back form 

town to do our grocery  shopping we had a blow-out.  We were still about 40 minutes from 

the campus and in an area we were told was “not good”.  We had just pulled over when one 

of our Haitian workers from Love a Child came driving by.  He is known as sort of a “tribal 

leader”, so is much respected.  We were also happy to see him because we could not get to 

our spare tire, so he gave us his to get home.  We have known we were going to need all 

new tires for our truck, but hey are very expensive so, it was an item we had to put on hold. 

 

Next month we are hoping to visit Ranquitte to check on the little girl with a heart condition 

we are monitoring, and visit a couple of ministries in that are we have encouraged in the 

past.  We would like to share some of the money with a pastor we know who has a feeding 

program in Rqnquitte, and possible do a small medical clinic for the children he feeds. 

 

Thank our again for your continues support, prayers and love.  We hoe you will be able to 

send a team to Haiti this year to see the work we do, and to share in the joy of serving in 

the name of Jesus Christ. 

 

Blessings, 

 

Ken and Barbara MacMannis 




