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Dates to Remember 

     March 3rd      -     SCC Clean Up Day 
     March 5th      -     Buildings and Property Meeting 
     March 5th      -     Deacon’s Meeting  
     March 6th      -     Stephen Ministers’ Meeting 
     March 7th      -     EHR Family Night Barbeque 
     March 8th      -     Women’s Fellowship Luncheon 
     March 8th      -     Missional Women’s Bible Study 
     March 9th      -     Outreach Committee Meeting 
     March 15th    -     Missional Women’s Bible Study 
     March 18th    -     SCC Foundation Meeting to Approve Bylaws 
     March 20th    -     Board of Trustees 
     March 20th    -     Stephen Ministers’ Meeting 
     March 22nd   -     Missional Women’s Bible Study 
     March 26th    -     Newsletter Mailing 
     March 27th    -     Church Council 
     March 29th    -     Maundy Thursday Pot Luck 
     March 30th    -     Good Friday 

     
 

VISION 
“Individuals, families and communities thriving in God’s grace.” 

 
 

Website:  stuartcongregationalchurch.org 
Email:  info@stuartcongregationalchurch.org 

Stuart Congregational Church is a mission 
community created and empowered by the 

 Holy Spirit as a tool to draw all people to Christ. 
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Rev.	Dr.	Timothy	Roberts	

Pastor	
	

Mark	Nygard	
Youth	&	Worship	

Ministries	
	

Dorian	Nygard	
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Esther	Easley	
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Jeanne	Koeper	
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Rosemary	Teichert	
Hospitality	Coordinator	

	
John	Tierney	
Custodian	

	
Office	Hours	

8:30	AM	–	12:30	PM	
Monday	–	Friday	

	
Worship	Times	

9:30	AM	–		Sanctuary	
10:45	AM	–	Chapel	

	
Nursery	Care	Available	

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
I just experienced a homeowner association meeting that turned nasty.  
The board lost control of the meeting.  People became hostile and unruly 
with complaints about every topic discussed.  The board is comprised of 
elected volunteers who are also our neighbors, and they were verbally 
attacked and disrespected.  I am puzzled why anyone would want to serve 
on our board after attending that meeting. 
 

One thing that I came away from that meeting with is that nobody in our 
community will want to step up.  We have one board seat open on which 
no one will serve.  It is easy to sit and complain, but difficult to get 
someone involved.  People in that meeting want things to get done but 
refuse to step up and get involved and be a part of the process to 
accomplish our goals.  I guess this is a universal problem in our world 
today.  This experience really hit me hard and I felt sorrow for the 
community. 
 

I realize that church is run with an awful lot of help from volunteers.  We 
have a tremendous staff, good programs, and great volunteers that we 
need for our church to be successful.  In order to grow in our service to 
God and the community we need you to step up.  Our volunteers need to 
replenish themselves, invite new members, and grow in their walk with 
the Lord.  Please think about how you can help and volunteer.  Working 
for God is needed now more than ever in today’s world.  Ask how you 
can help and where you can serve.  Step up!  It is a rewarding experience. 
  
                                                          Sincerely, 

       Curtis Quinter 
     President 

 

The Good News Letter is published monthly during the winter and bi-monthly during the summer 
by Stuart Congregational Church.  There is no charge for a subscription. 

The church is located at the corner of Aster Lane and Ruhnke Streets, one-half mile north of 
Indian Street.  Mailing address is 3110 SE Aster Lane, Stuart, FL 34994.  Telephone:  772-287-
5951.  Website: www.stuartcongregationalchurch.org. 

Rev. Dr. Timothy Roberts, Pastor 
Jeanne Koeper, “Good News Letter” Layout Artist, Editor and Publisher 
 
Deadline for all articles is the 15th of the month preceding each publication. 
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Wow-Making Hospitality 
Dear Friends, 

Think back to your first Sunday visit at SCC. What people, or experiences, left a 
positive lasting impression? Experts tell us lasting impressions are made within 
the first 30 seconds after arriving to a church (or any organization). That’s why 
they yell out “Welcome to Moes” at Moes restaurant. That’s why it’s a Starbucks 
policy to ask your name when you order, so they can make it feel personal. That’s 
why Chik-fil-A sends team members out to meet drivers stuck in the drive-through line. Your 
experience matters to those institutions. 

The experience folks have when they arrive at SCC matters. People matter to us because people 
matter to God.  As Mark Waltz says, “They should know they matter to us before they hear how much 
they matter to God.” How do they know they matter to us first? The answer is wow-making 
hospitality! 

Here’s what wow-making hospitality looks like: 

• We leave the best parking spaces open for our guests, the elderly, and handicapped. 
• Able-bodied members park their cars further away. 
• Members look for newcomers before worship to greet and assist them. 
• Members look for newcomers to greet during the greeting time before greeting their own 

friends. 
• We move over in a pew, never asking someone to cross over us to be seated. 
• We encourage newcomers to personally join us for fellowship following worship. 
• Members introduce newcomers to their friends, and to church staff. 
• Members are the first to welcome their new friends back to worship upon their second visit. 
• Members report any obstacles to newcomers that may occur in the parking lot, in the worship 

experience, in fellowship time and beyond. 
• Members are keenly aware of not being cliquish and excluding others. 

 
Mark Waltz reminds us of why this is so important. He says, “Here’s the reality about many of your 
guests. They don’t yet share the same values that bring Christ-followers to your campus. They’re still 
kicking the tires. They don’t feel the need, the innate desire, or the obligation to return to your 
services. It’s your job to make the experience as painless, hassle free, and extraordinary as possible.” 

God calls us to rise to the level of wow-making hospitality. Why? Because every person matters to 
God, which means they matter to us, too.  

In the Grip of Grace, 
 

Pastor Tim 
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Being Congregationalists 
 

In the 19th century, Congregationalists like the Beecher family and 
schools like Oberlin College and Lane Theological Seminary led the 

way in social reform in America, especially women’s rights and 
abolitionism. The American Missionary Association, formed in 

1846, joined the denomination’s anti-slavery zeal with its 
commitments to education and evangelism, and in the post-Civil 

War years established elementary schools, colleges, and theological 
seminaries across the South for newly-freed slaves. 

 

Excerpt taken from “Congregational Library & Archives.” 
 

 

COFFEE WITH JESUS 
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Sunday 

 

Monday 

 

Tuesday 

 

Wednesday 

 

Thursday 

 

Friday 

 

Saturday 

 
 

  
 

 
 

1 
49:30 AM – Staff 
Meeting 
4:30 PM - Homework 
Angels 
6:30 PM – Missional 
Women’s Bible 
Study/Chapel 
7:00 PM – Choir 
Practice 

2 3 
8:00 AM – SCC Campus 
Clean Up Day 
 

4 
9:30 AM - Worship 
10:45 AM - EPIC 
10:45 AM - EPIC 
Kid’s Church 
12:30 PM – Next 
Generation Meeting 

 

5 
9:00 AM – 
FTLOL/Chapel 
5:30 PM – Deacons’ 
Meeting 

6 
7:30 AM – Men’s 
Disciple Café  
9:00 AM – 
FTLOL/Chapel 
4:30 PM - 
Homework Angels 
5:30 PM-SM Mtg 

7 
10:00 AM – Women’s 
Bible Study 
6:00 PM – EHR Pot 
Luck Barbeque 
6:00 PM – Youth 
Group/Refuge 
6:45 PM- Emotionally 
Healthy Relationships 

 

8 
11:30 AM – 
Women’s Fellowship 
Luncheon  
4:30 PM - Homework 
Angels 
5:30 PM – Outreach 
Supper 
6:30 PM – Missional 
Women’s Bible 
Study/Chapel 
7:00 PM – Choir 
Practice 

9 
10:00 AM – 
Outreach Mtg. 

10 
8:30 AM – Buildings 
and Property Mtg. 

11 
9:30 AM - Worship 
10:45 AM - EPIC 
10:45 AM - EPIC 
Kid’s Church 
 

 13 
7:30 AM – Men’s 
Disciple Café 
5:00 PM – Youth 
Hang Out Night/ 
Nygard’s Home 
 

14 
10:00 AM – Women’s 
Bible Study 
6:00 PM – Youth 
Group/Refuge 
6:45 PM –Emotionally 
Healthy Relationships 
(Youth Boy/Girl 
Outings) 

15 
6:30 PM – Missional 
Women’s Bible 
Study/Chapel 
7:00 PM – Choir 
Practice 

16 17 
 

18 
9:15 AM – SCC 
Foundation Mtg. 
9:30 AM - Worship 
10:45 AM - EPIC 
10:45 AM - EPIC 
Kid’s Church 

 

19 
9:00 AM – 
FTLOL/Chapel 

20 
7:30 AM – Men’s 
Disciple Café 
9:00 AM – Board of 
Trustees 
9:00 AM – 
FTLOL/Chapel 
4:30 PM - 
Homework Angels 
5:30 PM-SM Mtg. 

21 
10:00 AM – Women’s 
Bible Study 
6:00 PM – Youth 
Group/Refuge 
6:45 PM –Emotionally 
Healthy Relationships 

 

22 
9:30 AM – Staff 
Meeting 
4:30 PM – 
Homework Angels 
6:30 PM – Missional 
Women’s Bible 
Study/Chapel 
7:00 PM – Choir 
Practice 

23 
 

24 
 

25 
9:30 AM - Worship 
10:45 AM - EPIC 
10:45 AM - EPIC 
Kid’s Church 

 
 

26 
9:00 AM – 
FTLOL/Chapel 

27 
7:30 AM – Men’s 
Disciple Café 
9:00 AM – 
FTLOL/Chapel 
4:30 PM - 
Homework Angels 
7:00 PM – Church 
Council 

 

28 
10:00 AM – Women’s 
Bible Study 
 

29 
8:30 AM – 
Newsletter Mailing 
4:30 PM - Homework 
Angels 
6:00 PM – Maundy 
Thursday Pot Luck 
6:45 – Communion 
Service 
7:45 PM – Youth 
Easter Egg Hunt 
 

30 
12:00 PM – Good 
Friday Service 

31 
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Give to SCC online through Tithe.ly 

By Lisa Roberts  

Giving has never been faster, more convenient, or easier 
at SCC! When it comes to giving, many of us are 
inconsistent at best. In our own house, Sunday mornings 
were often a time when we asked, “Did you remember to 
write a check?” Tim and I no longer have that last-minute 
panic because we use automated billpay from our bank 
account to send our monthly tithe. 
 
I’m excited to let you know about another easy way to 
invest in God’s kingdom online through our website or 
from your smartphone. It’s called Tithe.ly and not only is 
it convenient – it’s consistent! It enables you to make a 
commitment to giving and keep it no matter what 
circumstances might pop into your week or disrupt your 
Sunday morning. 
 
You can simply set up a giving schedule and your tithe is 
automatically given every week. (Of course, you can 
modify or cancel your recurring plan at your discretion 
using Tithe.ly’s easy account manager.)  
 
There are two ways to give using Tithe.ly:  

1. Visit Stuart CongregationalChurch.org, click on 
“Invest,” then “click here to invest now” button, 
and complete the short form to send your tithe.  

2.  Download the app from Apple or Google Play 
and give directly from your smartphone.  

 

Tithe.ly enables you to save your details and give with a 
single tap. Once you have an account you can give 
through the Tithe.ly mobile app (iOS or Android) or on 
the SCC website.  

I hope you will join Tim and me in electronic giving to 
our beloved church. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THROUGH A PLANNED GIFT 
(Don’t make your family guess about your giving priorities) 

What is a Planned Gift? A Planned Gift is any major gift made to a non-

profit, in a person’s lifetime or at death, which is part of the donors overall 

financial and/or estate planning. Estate and gift planning incorporates 

many different kinds of financial and tax benefits. By making a planned 

gift or bequest to the Stuart Congregational Church, or the Stuart 

Congregational Church Foundation, you are helping to insure our church’s 

longtime health and success.  

SCC VS. SCC FOUNDATION (What’s the difference?) 

Some folks want to leave a planned estate gift to a ministry area of 

preference at SCC. In the past, such gifts have supported specific 

personnel positions, ministry initiatives, or special building needs or 

mission projects. Individuals with such a restricted interest should direct 

their planned giving specifically to the Stuart Congregational Church. 

Other folks want their planned estate gift to last in perpetuity, so they 

direct their gift to the SCC Foundation. Currently the SCC Foundation 

holds over half-a-million dollars in such gifts in various investments. The 

principle investments are never drawn upon, however as the principle 

grows larger it increases the dividends, which are used to support yearly 

programming at SCC.  

WAYS OF GIVING (How does this work?) 

WILLS AND BEQUESTS provide a simple way to make a gift that will 

keep on giving after your lifetime. Designating the Stuart Congregational 

Church, or the SCC Foundation in a life insurance policy or retirement 

account, are commonly used. Declaring a specific dollar amount or 

percentage of your estate to our church or Foundation is also used. Our 

church or Foundation will be notified of your gift upon your death.  

GIFT ANNUITY ($10,000 minimum) is a contract whereby you transfer 

assets such as cash or appreciated securities to the church or Foundation 

in return for age-based, lifetime annual payments of a fixed amount.  

LIFE INSURANCE policy that is no longer needed for family protection, 

or is specifically purchased to benefit the church can be given (during your 

lifetime) to the church or Foundation. This gift will benefit the church 

upon your death, but is irrevocable now that the ownership of the policy 

has been transferred. Contact your attorney or financial advisor to explore 

these, or other, mechanisms for supporting our beloved church. 
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Outreach Board Finalizes Benevolence Distribution 
 

The generosity of our congregation has once again enabled us to provide assistance to several deserving 
causes. The Stuart Congregational Church Benevolence Distribution is made up of undesignated 
benevolence contributions made by the congregation throughout the year plus the Christmas offering.  The 
fund is created to offer financial support to organizations and ministries that provide vital services on a 
local, national and international level. The Outreach Board has finalized the distribution of the 
contributions made during 2017. After witnessing the natural disasters of the last year, the Board decided 
to retain a small amount to be used should a need arise during the year. Distribution is as follows:  
 
 Recipient                                     Amount 

 Ministry Training in Uganda      $ 3,500.00 
Young Life                 $ 1,000.00 
Volunteers in Medicine                 $ 2,000.00 
Salvation Army Compassion House            $ 2,500.00 
LAHIA        $ 3,500.00 
Mark Garwood SHARE Foundation    $ 3,500.00 
SCC Camp Fund for Scholarships,      
Fish Fry and Conferences   $ 3,000.00 
Samaritan Center for Boys and Families    $ 2,500.00 
Morgan-Scott Project (NACCC Mission)     $ 2,000.00 
KinDoo Family Center        $ 2,000.00 
Tilton Family Children’s Shelter   $ 1, 000.0 
(Hibiscus Children’s Center) 

 Reserve       $ 1,481.00 
 Total                     $27,981.00 
 
If you would like to support this effort in 2018, you can do so by noting the amount of your benevolence 
contribution on your offering envelope. (See below).  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Judi Laurence, Committee Chair  Nam Ashcraft, Member  Margo Brinsley, Member 

Sally Hall, Member  Susan Moore, Member 
Cathy Stroud, Member  Diane Stachurski, Member 
Marie Walsh, Member   
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Mark Nygard 
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Dear Friends, 
 

There is a me each one of us wants to be. Someone 
who's more kind and generous, patient and loving, 
but there is a gap between the me I am and the me 
I want to be. Becoming God's best version of you 
is both God's desire and the greatest task of your 
life. And here's the good news... he's already 
working on it. Your life is God's project, not yours. 
 

That will be the focus of our post-Easter sermon 
series, and our Wednesday Family Night study. 
Clear your calendars and invite friends to join you 
for this John Ortberg study to become the unique, fully alive, flourishing person God intended. 
 

The 5 Wednesday night sessions include: 
 

1.  DISCOVERING THE SPIRIT (April 18th @ 6:45 PM) 
2.  RENEWING MY MIND (April 25th @ 6:45 PM) 
3.  REDEEMING MY TIME (May 2nd @ 6:45 PM) 
4.  DEEPENING MY RELATIONSHIPS (May 9th @ 6:45 PM) 
5.  TRANSFORMING MY EXPERIENCES (May 16th @ 6:45 PM)  
 

You will leave each session challenged, inspired, and hopeful about true spiritual growth happening in you. 
 

Grace & Peace, 

Pastor Tim 
          

SCC Making Waves........... 
Air Waves, That Is! 
 
God has opened an opportunity for us to do on-air radio 

commercials in the month of March, leading up to Easter Sunday. We will have a combined total 
of 548 sixty second spots on the WAVE (on iHeart Radio), on WAVE FM 92.7, on WQOL Oldies 
FM 103.7, and on WQOL (on iHeart Radio). We will publish the schedule for when the spots 
will air so you can tune in. 
 
As you encounter newcomers to SCC in the month of March please ask them how they heard 
about SCC. And please report to pastor Tim the names of any folks you know found us through 
the radio commercials. And most importantly, please pray that God will use this opportunity to 
touch people in our community with the grace of Jesus Christ. 
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As a child, Easter was always one of my favorite holidays.   l recall as a 
young girl going shopping with my mom to find an Easter dress, having my 
dad help me find that special “golden egg” at family Easter egg hunts, and 
finding my well-hidden Easter basket that was filled with lots of treats.  Easter is still my favorite 
holiday but now that I’m an adult, not for the same reasons.  Easter is more than bunnies, candy, 
eggs, and pretty flowers. It is a time to celebrate the Resurrection of our Savor.  

Young children may have some questions about why Christians observe Lent and why we prepare 
for Holy Week.  Some children may be confused because only a few months ago we were celebrating 
Advent and the birth of Jesus, and now we are celebrating His death.  This can confuse many 
children, and as adults we need to assure these young thinkers about how to embrace Lent and 
Easter without scaring them.   

In the beginning his ministry, Jesus went out into the wilderness to be temped and tested by the 
devil (Luke 4:1-13).  Jesus prayed, and He prepared for what would lie ahead of Him. The season of 
Lent can be presented to children as a time to pause, to pray, and prepare for what lies ahead. 
Families can set aside time for special study, prayer, or weekly fellowship.  The Last Supper, 
Maundy Thursday, Jesus shared a meal with His friends (Luke 22:7-38).  We can help connect this 
special time with children by having them understand why the communion table elements are 
blessed, shared, and eaten.  This is a great time to explain to children that this was Jesus' final 
meal with His friends and it is the meal we share with our church. At this meal, we remember 
Jesus.   Finally, we understand the joy and brightness of 
Easter and what it stands for - Jesus has risen (Luke 24:1-
12).  Yes, it is a time of sadness, and pain. Children and adults 
alike experience these emotions.  As Christians, we have been 
reassured that "God is good.  Light shines and darkness cannot 
overcome it." (John 1:5). Easter morning and Jesus' 
resurrection help us to know that God is good and that there 
is always light to help us through pain and sadness.  

As parents and followers of Christ, let's take some time during 
the weeks before Holy Week to remind our children why 
Easter is truly a beautiful holiday!   

Easter blessings to you and your family,  

Dorian Nygard  
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• Sunday, March 25th is Palm Sunday Worship  
(9:30 AM & 10:45 AM) 

• Thursday, March 29th is Maundy Thursday Worship  
(6:00 PM Appetizer Potluck Supper & 6:45 PM Communion Service) 

• Friday, March 30th is Good Friday Worship  
(12:00 Noon) 

• Sunday, April 1st is Easter Sunday Worship  
(9:30 AM & 10:45 AM) 

 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
There will be a called congregational meeting of the Stuart 
Congregational Church Foundation at 9:15 AM (just before worship) on 
Sunday, March 18th in the sanctuary. The purpose of the brief meeting 
is to ratify suggested amendments to the SCC Foundation bylaws. The 
SCC Foundation board of directors proposes the amendments. The 
revised bylaws are available in the church office for review. 
 

There will be a New Members’ Class, including 
lunch, on Sunday, March 18th at 12:00 PM in 
the Fellowship Hall. Please RSVP with Jeanne 
at jeanne@stuartcongregationalchurch.org. 

 

HOSPITALITY	 COORDINATOR	 POSITION	 OPENING:		
Our	 Hospitality	 Coordinator,	 Rosemary	 Teichert,	 will	 be	
vacating	 her	 position	 soon.	 If	 you,	 or	 someone	 you	 know,	 is	
interested	in	this	part-time,	paid	position	please	apply	on	the	job	
link	 (at	 the	 very	 bottom	 of	 the	 SCC	 home	 page)	
at	stuartcongregationalchurch.org.	
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March 3rd - Danice Juedes 
March 5th - Jody Braskamp and Inge Jarvis 
March 7th  - Laura Lopez 
March 14th  - Elsie Schafer 
March 15th - Marilyn Piatti 
March 17th - June Denny 
March 19th - Bonnie Beedle 
March 21st - Willma Day 
March 22nd - Audrey Potter, Travon Sexton and Susan Warter 
March 24th    - Ken Lopez and Ron Sagarino 
March 25th - Jim Snedecker and Louise White 
March 28th - Bob Johnson, Miriam Hoffman and Carlos Moreno 
March 29th - Richard Skiber 
March 30th - Judy Lay 
 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

What is a Columbarium? 
A Columbarium is a place where remains of people who are cremated have their ashes inurned.  
The Stuart Congregational Church has a Columbarium and the Columbarium Committee will 
gladly answer questions and show you the Columbarium lo cation.  Please call any one of the 
committee members at the numbers listed below. 
 
Susan Powell:  772-286-2222 
Carl Hoffman:  772-781-8167 
Paul Piatti:  772-546-3403 
 

March 13th  - Curtis and Elaine Quinter 
March 14th -  Brenda and Mark Farrell 
March 28th  - Gregory and Linda Beale 
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On March 8th at 11:30 AM 
join the Women’s Fellowship 
in the Fellowship Hall for a 
“Potluck Lunch”. Guest 
Speaker for the afternoon is 
Kathy Spacey from United 

Way of Martin County.  Lee Rush and Phyllis Gidley 
will host the event. 
 
 
Officers:   Karen Gianfortone, President  Nyla Christensen, Vice President 
  Susan Moore, Secretary    Marilyn Bleam, Treasurer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  

 
 

Join the Men’s Fellowship on 

Saturday, March 3rd     

at 8:00 AM for a  

“SCC Campus  

Clean Up Day”  
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Sermon Series: “Grace to the Rescue” 

” 

March 11th – “Grace & Truth” 

March 18th – “Intimate Grace” 

March 25th – “Expansive Grace” 

April 1st – “The Cost of Grace” 


