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PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

 
 Football season is on us, baseball has 
finished the playoffs. Team effort is essential. 
Have you thought about our outstanding team 
at SCC?  
 John Tierney, our Custodian. is a new 
member of our team and is certainly our num-
ber one draft pick. He takes pride in his work and it shows every-
where in our building. 
 Laurel Jones, our Office Manager, has brought our office 
into the 21 century. So many times when I need information she 
already has anticipated my request and has it ready. How fortu-
nate we were when we drafted her for our team. 
 Esther Easley, Music Director, our outstanding  choir direc-
tor, conducts her heart felt ministry with her choir and their mu-
sic. Talent and Christian commitment describe Esther. 
 Dee Carr, our Children Ministry Director, is doing a super 
job. Our educational building has a new face to greet the 20 plus 
children that she ministers to on Sunday mornings and Wednes-
day evenings. How fortunate we are that Dee is part of our team. 
She shares her experience and ability with SCC. 
 Mark Nygard, Youth & Worship Ministries, continues his 
success with our older youth and with the Epic service. Mark 
shares his knowledge and experience in many ways and the re-
sults stand out in his successes. Mark’s youth program is grow-
ing monthly and we can rest assured that our youth are on the 
Christian path.  
 Our Quarterback is  Dr. Timothy Roberts, Pastor extra-
ordinaire. Dr. Tim not only co-ordinates the team efforts, he de-
livers his messages for three services every Sunday. His sermons 
provide us guidance and strength to face everyday and reach out 
to share our blessings. 
 I know all of you join me in thanking everyone on 
our  Championship team. 
 
     Larry Beachy 
     Congregational President 
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The Good News Letter is published monthly during the winter and Bi-monthly during the summer by the Stuart Congregational Church .  There is 
no charge for a subscription. 
 
The church is located at the corner of Aster Lane and Ruhnke Streets, one half mile north of Indian Street. 
Mailing address: 3110 SE Aster Lane, Stuart, FL 34994.  Telephone: (772) 287-5951.   
Website: www.stuartcongregationalchurch.org 
 
 Rev. Dr. Timothy Roberts: Pastor 
 Laurel Jones:  Good News Newsletter Layout Artist, Editor and Publisher 
 Deadline for articles is the 10th of the month preceding publication 

 
Your Staff 

 
Rev. Dr. Timothy Roberts 

Pastor 
 
 
 
 

Dee Carr 
Children’s Ministry 

 

 
Mark Nygard 

Youth &  
Worship Ministries 

 
 

Esther Easley 
Music Director 

 
 
 
 

Laurel Jones 
Office Manager 

 
 

John Tierney 
Custodian 

 
 

Office Hours 
8:30 am—12:30 pm 

Monday-Friday 
 
 

Worship Times: 
Sundays: 

8:00 am Chapel 
10:00 am Sanctuary  

11:14 am Chapel 
 

Nursery Care available 
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     Spiritual Archeology 
 

Dear Friends, 
 
You are, no doubt, familiar with the nature of archeology. Archeolo-
gists dig up relics of the past. I was recently in St. Augustine, the old-
est continually colonized city in the United States. St. Augustine is a 
museum of the earliest days of our state and country. There are al-
ways excavation sites around town. There are numerous historical 
structures, like the old fort where battles were fought between the 
Spanish and the British, the old cemetery where the first Christian worship service was 
held, the Cathedral Square where slaves were bought and sold, and Flagler College 
where, as an ornate resort, Henry Flagler hosted the world’s elite. 
 
On a recent visit to the old lighthouse I viewed some of the ruins of the first light-
house, which had been washed out to sea. Underwater archeologists raised those 
items to the surface to be preserved. They also found canons from sunken battle-
ships, also preserved. All of these items are lawfully protected. Why do archeologists 
go to so much trouble digging up, preserving, and revering old stuff like that? Be-
cause it has great value! Those relics tell a story. They are rusty and falling apart, but 
they have incredible worth. Those treasures tell us who we are as they teach us where 
we came from.  
 
We do spiritual archeology when we follow Christ. We have received ancient traditions 
like worship & sacraments, spiritual singing, Bible study, service to others, and prayer. 
Two thousand years ago some ancestors passed down to us a cherished relic called 
the Bible. They wrote about their practices following Christ. And several centuries ago 
Puritans risked their lives crossing the Atlantic Ocean to keep these traditions alive! 
We have many of their artifacts in museums as reminders of the infinite value of our 
Christian inheritance. 
 
Do not take what we have received for granted! It all came to us at great peril for oth-
ers! A high price was paid for us to receive the gift of Christian faith! Dig up the tradi-
tions of our faith because they have infinite worth, and because they survived to this 
day, preserved by the spilled blood of others. Do spiritual archeology. Un-earth the 
treasures of our faith. Dust off the Bible. Re-discover worship. Engage in Bible study 
and service opportunities. Connect in a meaningful way with other believers. It cost 
the life of many martyrs to give us these opportunities. May their deaths not have 
been in vain. May you and I carry the torch they lit… and never let it go dark. 
 
      In the Grip of Grace, 
  
      Pastor Tim 
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BEING CONGREGATIONALISTS… 
 

  
 “We are a ‘people of the Word.’ Our very life depends upon our hearing that  
 Word. In our Congregational Way, we have nothing else to lean upon – no law,  
 no councils, no ecclesiastics. Only Christ. The Christ who speaks through men:  
 the men whom He charged to ‘go into all the world and preach the Gospel.’ “ 
 
 
Excerpt taken from The Congregational Way of Life, by Arthur A. Rouner, Jr. 
 
 
 
                    
                      +++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
 
 
 
 
COFFEE WITH JESUS 
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                 “I CAN’T SEE THE FOREST FOR THE TREES!” 

 
  

This old adage has been around since the beginning of time, and it  
primarily points to one of the most common frustrations of the human 
condition.  Whenever we are under stress, we tend to desperately search 
for a solution to our discomfort.  I usually find that the more intense the 
sense of loss or stress, the more chaotic and frantic that search for a  
resolution becomes.  I plan…I scheme…I plead with God when the bullets are flying 
around my foxhole.   And throughout this process I inevitably experience a growing and 
painful sense of being alone and completely helpless.  More and more I try to impose 
my plan and my will on the problem, and I spend less time seeking God’s will and direc-
tion.  In the end, the more I attempt to make my will dominate the course of events, the 
harder the process becomes and the more isolated, alone, and frustrated I find myself.  
Ultimately I find little peace and even less progress in dealing with my pain. 
 
Stephen Ministers provide Christ centered support to life’s problems through  
confidential one-on-one compassionate care giving.  We are a resource for focus and 
empathy.  We are not trained to solve any problems, but we all are adept at cutting 
down some of the trees so that the view of God’s forest is clearer and more attainable.  
In just about every gathering at our church Pastor Tim calls for prayer requests and 
praises.   I hear dozens of these go by every week.  Problems large and small…
immediate and long term…are identified in those prayer requests.  Certainly holding 
those requests up to God through congregational prayer and support is comforting.  
Coping with those difficulties could possibly be eased even more with the willing and 
empathetic support of a Stephen Minister sharing that tough journey directly with you. 
 
      By John Garwood,  
      Stephen Leader 
 



 SCC -  November 2015 
   Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       1 
REMEMBER THE 
TIME CHANGE 
Canned Goods for 
Salvation Army 
12:30-2:30p 
Youth Group 
2:30-4:00p 
Meal Fundraiser 
5:30pm  Women’s 
Missional Bible 
Study 

     2 
 
10am Board of 
Deacons 
 
12:00pm  Staff 
Meeting 

     3 
7:30am Disciple 
Café’ 
 
3:00pm   
Memorial Service-
Maud Johnson 
 
4:30 pm  
Homework Angels 
5:30pm  Stephen 
Ministry 

        4 
10:00am  Women of 
Faith Bible Study 
 
5:30 pm  Family 
Night Supper 
 
6:30pm Family 
Night Program 
 
8:30pm EPIC  Band  
Rehearsal 

     5 
 
 
4:30 pm  
Homework Angels 
 
7 pm Choir 
Rehearsal 

6 
 
Youth: Fall Retreat 
 
11:00am  SCC  
Foundation Board 
meeting 
 
 
 

    7 
 
Youth:  
Fall Retreat 
 
8:30am  Men’s  
Breakfast 

8 
Youth: Fall Retreat 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9 
 
9am Building & 
Properties Board 
 
 
 
 

10 
7:30am - Disciple  
Café’ 
 
 
4:30 pm  
Homework Angels 
 

 
 

     11 
VETERANS DAY 
 
10:00am  Women of 
Faith Bible Study 
 
5:30 pm  Family 
Night Supper 
6:30pm Family 
Night Program 
8:00pm EPIC Band 
Rehearsal 

12 
Women’s  
Fellowship meeting 
& Luncheon 
 
4:30 pm  
Homework Angels 
 
7 pm Choir 
Rehearsal 

13 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

14 

     15 
 
12:30-2:30p 
Youth Group 

16 
 
 

    17 
7:30am - Disciple 
Café’ 
9:00am Board of 
Trustees 
11:00am  Memorial 
Service for Nevin 
Bryan 
4:30 pm  
Homework Angels 
5:30pm  Stephen 
Ministry 
 
7pm Church Council 

18 
10:00am  Women of 
Faith Bible Study 
 
5:30 pm  Family 
Night Supper 
6:30pm Family 
Night Program 
 
8:30pm EPIC  Band  
Rehearsal 
 
 

19 
 
4:30 pm  
Homework Angels 
 
7 pm Choir 
Rehearsal 

20 
 
 
 

 

21 
 
5:30-9:00pm 
Youth: Parent’s 
Night Out 

     22 
 
12:30-2:30p 
Youth Group 

23 
 
 

 

24 
 
7:30am - Disciple 
Café’ 
NO Homework  
Angels 
 
7 pm Choir 
Rehearsal 
8 pm EPIC Band 
Rehearsal 
 

25 
 
10:00am  Women of 
Faith Bible Study 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   26 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Church Office 
Closed 

27 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Church Office 
Closed 

28 
 

    29 
1st Sunday of Advent 
12:30pm Potluck 
Lunch 
1:15pm  Spiritual 
Christmas Tree 
 

    30 
8:00am Newsletter 
Mailing 
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Advent: The Season Before Christmas 

 
Dear Friends, 
 
Advent is the church season designed to prepare us for Christmas. Advent is always the 
four Sundays prior to Christmas day. The Latin word “Adventus” means “coming.” Dur-
ing Advent we anticipate the coming arrival of Christ at Christmas. We look back at Je-
sus’ arrival in Bethlehem 2000 years ago, and we look forward to his second coming in 
the future. Advent is like the combination of your car windshield and rear view mirror. It 
helps you to view with equal importance the events of Christ behind you as well as 
ahead of you. 
 
We mark the significance of the Advent season with several things. We light the Advent 
wreath each Sunday. Each of the four colored candles symbolizes the love, joy, peace, or 
hope of Christ. On Christmas Eve we light the Christ Candle.  The paraments (table and 
pulpit clovers) are changed to the royal color purple to represent Christ’s kingship. 
 
This year we will again celebrate the beginning of Advent with an all-church event: The 
Spiritual Christmas Tree. During that program we systematically decorate a Christmas 
tree while singing carols and learning about the spiritual significance of each decora-
tion. Advent begins Sunday, November 29th, so we will gather for an all-church potluck 
luncheon at 12:30pm, then enjoy the Spiritual Christmas Tree program together at 
1:15pm in the chapel. It’s a special family friendly experience you do not want to miss! 
 
What is most important to appreciate is how Advent provides and antidote to the chaos 
and materialism of the holidays. We get so busy with shopping, and sending Christmas 
cards, and family demands, and holiday travel that we forget what is most important. 
Advent reminds us, reorients us, and redeems our focus, and time, and priorities. Ad-
vent is the church’s gift to you during a hectic season. Advent is your windshield and 
rearview mirror. Drive through the holy season of Advent with your eyes fixed on what 
matters most. 
 
      In Christ, 
      
      Pastor Tim 
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CHRISTMAS WREATH FUNDRAISER:  
 
Merry Christmas!   
 
For the next few weeks the youth will be selling live Christmas 
wreaths from Alpine Farms in Bremerton, WA.  There is a sam-
ple wreath to view in the Chapel Foyer along with order forms.  
These wreaths are beautiful and so fragrant.  The deadline for 
orders and payment is Nov. 22nd.  Wreaths will be shipped the 
week of Dec. 7th.   
 
Please help the youth and order your wreath today! 

BOARD OF OUTREACH REPORT 
 

 
       Two important Fall happenings: 
 
       First, Homework Angels has started with the maximum number of 
       students (20) and five students on the wait list.  We also have five new  
       tutors, two being retired school teachers. 

 
 We always are on the lookout for more tutors, so if anyone feels the     
 calling to help adorable, loving, well-behaved children with their home   
 work, please let us know. 
 
 Second, Outreach Committee is planning to have our annual Head   

Start Christmas party on Wednesday, Dec. 9.  Port Salerno Head Start  Program picks a 
class to come to our Fellowship Hall for a Christmas Celebration.  We have some 
games, songs and lunch for them.  After  a visit from Mr. and Mrs. Claus, each child is 
given two gifts, a new toy and an article of clothing. 
 
There will be a sign-up sheet in the foyer for those of you who wish to buy a gift for 
these children.  This may be the only gift they receive—you should see their eyes light 
up when they open their gifts.  Being a part of this program is a gift to me—it makes 
my Christmas! 
 
      Carol Beachy, Board Member 

Board Members 
Chris Kemp (pictured) 

Carol Beachy 
Evelyn Cianci 
Marilyn McDonald 
Mary Moore 
 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCO7lqf3108gCFQh7PgodNYUA-w&url=http%3A%2F%2Fcliparts.co%2Fclip-art-christmas-wreath&psig=AFQjCNEcKZYVXlA5wvCZGwRFYN6TyD-a5g&ust=1445529156556676


November  Birthdays: 
 
11/02  Dee Jacobi 
11/03  Ron Boyer 
11/05  Mary Harrington 
11/06  Denise Drellich 
11/08  Jake Jacobi, Chuck Ruble 
11/11  Joyce Weber 
11/12  Renee Owens 
11/13  Jerry Hill 
11/16  Phyllis Turner 
11/17  Steve Lunsford 
11/18  Jo Lunsford 
11/20  Bill Baker, Laura Zavatarro 
11/21  Ned Hughes 
11/22  John Fuchs 
11/24  Gail Curcio, Florence McCann 
11/25  Bobbe Eller 
11/26  Glen Dell 
11/27  George Blackford 
11/30  Betty Belshaw, Larry Grubb      
 
 

               
 November Anniversaries 

 
 11/17  Hap & Barbara Harrington 
 11/19  Chuck & Claire Murdock 
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Dee Carr, Children’s Ministry 

Nov. 29th, 
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      Mark Nygard, Youth Ministry 
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FROM OUR MISSIONARIES IN HAITI 
 

“And the LORD will guide you continually and satisfy your desire 
in scorched places, and make your bones strong; and you shall 
be like a watered garden, like a spring of water, whose waters 
do not fail.”     Isaiah 58:11 
 
When I read this Scripture it reminded me of our clinic at LAC.  Amid 
the arid desert like terrain of Fond Parisien, Haiti, it is an oasis of 
lush greenery, beautiful flowers, and manicured grass.  It is an oasis 
not only for its peaceful surroundings, but also for the refreshment it brings to body and 
soul.  It is the Jesus Healing Center. 
 
When you have walked for hours through the rock and ruble, when you are thirsty from 
the long journey, and discouraged by your illness, the staff is ready to take you in with a 
smile, and pray and sing with you once gathered in the waiting area.  You have entered a 
God fearing, life changing zone because we try to embody the very character of Jesus in 
all we do.  The staff prays each morning for the LORD’s guidance, and to fill us with the 
power of His Holy Spirit. 
 
From the littlest child, with evidence of a failed Voodoo cure before her 
arrival at the Jesus Healing Center, to the oldest patients we are able to 
treat, and provide for their medical needs  Because of a lack of 
knowledge about hygiene and sanitation the threat of Cholera is ever 
looming in all parts of Haiti.  It is our goal to keep this horrible disease 
in check for the effects of Cholera can move swiftly, and are shocking.  

Children who are already underweight, anemic and 
malnourished can be devastated by this disease 
within 24 hours.  Therefore we make it a priority to 
teach the importance of hygiene. 
 
Whether we are helping to heal small wounds or 
making great strides in saving lives we are con-
stantly aware of how much we need our faith, to strengthen us and 
give us hope.  We thank you for your love, prayers and support as 
we continue our work in faith, and help the poorest of the poor in 
Haiti. 

 
     Blessed to be a blessing, 
     Ken and Barbara MacMannis 
 
 
 
To keep up-to-date on what Ken and Barbara are doing go to their website at: 
http://loveachild.com/ken-and-barbara-macmannis 



 

      
 
 
 

                                  
                  MEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
 
 Join us as we meet at for great fellowship and good food! 
 
    on the 1st Saturday of the month,            
 
                    November 7th at 8:30 am 
 

           
                
 
                     *************************************************** 

                                                                          
 

 

               NOVEMBER  WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
 

           will be on Thursday, November 12th at 11:30am                
 
Business Meeting 

Blessing 
“DECORATING FOR THE HOLIDAYS” 

Thanksgiving & Christmas floral demonstrations> 
 

Bring salads to share.  Desserts provided. 
 

   Please sign up in the Fellowship Hall. 
 
 

******************************************************************* 
 

 
 
 

 THANK YOU!  A special thank you to those who  
 supported our annual church yard sale.  The many  
 items that were donated certainly made for a successful  
 sale for our church youth.  In February the  
 Women’s Fellowship will hold their annual sale and  
 would appreciate your support and donations.   
  

       
           Miriam and Carl Hoffman 
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