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Good News Letter 
 Stuart Congregational Church is a mission community created and  

empowered by the Holy Spirit as a tool to draw all people to Christ. 
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Dates to Remember 

 
  November 8 Election Day 
  November 10 Marine Corps Birthday 
  November 11 Veterans Day 
  November 24 Thanksgiving 
  November 27 First Sunday of Advent 

2016 



          

 

PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

 
 

 
I want to make a pitch for our Fellowship groups; both 

men and women.  Both organizations were formed and 

have been meeting for over 27 years and provide a valua-

ble service for our church.  Both groups have raised 

monies for the church, participated in our ministries and 

promoted our church in the local community. 

 
The Men’s Fellowship meets on the first Saturday of every month.  We have a 

cholesterol free/calorie free breakfast (this applies to all church meals) in the 

Fellowship Hall at 8:30 AM.  Our speaker this month (November 5, 2016), is a 

member of the treasure hunting team that recently found Spanish gold from 

the 1500s.  All members are invited – just sign up so we can prepare the prop-

er amount of food. 

 
The Women’s Fellowship meets on the second Thursday of every month.  Pro-

grams and schedules may be found in their pamphlet and sign-up sheets are 

available prior to each meeting in the Fellowship Hall.  The program for the 

November meeting (November 10, 2016) is a trip to Caring Fields Feline Res-

cue and Adoptions in Palm City.  Lunch will be at the Olympic Diner in Palm 

City.  

 
The Women’s Fellowship Purpose:  “To increase our knowledge and under-
standing of Christ; to grow in Christian love and concern for others; and to 

provide support to Stuart Congregational Church and wider missions”.  

 
Please add your support for these programs and join/attend.  It takes a lot of 

planning and work to implement and run the meetings. 
 
 

                Sincerely, 

    Curtis L Quinter  

            President 

                Stuart Congregational Church 

 

Good News Letter 

 
The Good News Letter is published monthly during the winter and bi-monthly during the summer by the Stuart Congregational Church.   

There is no charge for a subscription. 

 

The church is located at the corner of Aster Lane and Ruhnke Streets, one half mile north of Indian Street. 
Mailing address: 3110 SE Aster Lane, Stuart, FL 34994.  Telephone: (772) 287-5951.   

Website: www.stuartcongregationalchurch.org 

 

 Rev. Dr. Timothy Roberts: Pastor 
 Jeanne Koeper:  “Good News Letter” Layout Artist, Editor and Publisher 

 Deadline for articles is the 15th of the month preceding each publication. 

 

Your Staff 

 

Rev. Dr. Timothy Roberts 

Pastor 

 
 

 

 

Ray Laird 

Children’s Ministry 
 

 

Mark Nygard 

Youth &  

Worship Ministries 

 

 

Esther Easley 

Music Director 

 

 

Jeanne Koeper 

Office Administrator 

 

 

John Tierney 

Custodian 

 

 

Office Hours 

8:30 AM—12:30 PM 

Monday-Friday 

 

 

Worship Times 

Sundays: 

8:00 AM    Sanctuary                        

10:00 AM   Sanctuary  

11:14 AM   Chapel 

 

Nursery Care Available 
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Good News Letter 

 
The Election, America & Congregationalism 

 
Dear Friends, 
 
You are likely reading this on the cusp of a “sacred” American ritual: the election of 
the president of the United States of America. We will all be glad to get this election 
cycle behind us. But I want to help us appreciate the origins of the democratic privi-
lege of free and fair voting, and of the American “experiment.” 
 
The Puritan Congregationalists left England in order to shake free the oppression of 
the monarchy. In England freedom was limited, especially freedom of religion. So the founding of Ameri-
ca was based on establishing a government that would not impose its will on any religious practice. The 
principles of Congregationalism established the principles of America. They include: 
 

  The value of democracy 
  The value of individualism 
  The value of education  
  The impulse of mission 

 
DEMOCRACY: Congregationalists govern themselves independent of other churches or judicatories. 
Congregationalists practice a democratic self-rule wherein all covenant members have a voice and a vote. 
You can see the obvious influence on our country as the new government of the United States was being 
formed. 
 
INDIVIDUALISM: Congregationalists value independence. The individual matters. You are not simply 
a cog in the wheel of a governing power. The doctrine of the priesthood of believers has always guided 
Congregationalists. The Bible teaches that every Christian is a priest; there is no spiritual hierarchy. So, 
the priesthood of all believers laid the foundation for American individualism. 
 
EDUCATION: Congregationalists founded Harvard University in 1636. Harvard is the oldest institu-
tion of higher education in America. Its founder was a young Congregationalist minister named John Har-
vard. He bequeathed his library upon his death in 1638, which established the great Harvard library. From 
the beginning, Congregationalists instilled the value of an educated populace in America. 
 
MISSION: F inally, those first Congregationalists interpreted their trans-Atlantic crossing as a mission 
to the “promised land.” Much like the Israelites of the Old Testament, the earliest Congregationalists felt 
God was calling them to establish a new land, with a new people, and a new government. That early mis-
sionary impulse influenced the spirit of exploration, adventure and risk-taking that has become character-
istic of our country. 
 
So, while we can rightly lament the immediate history of this ugly election, we celebrate the legacy of 
Congregationalism that has given America the fortitude to carry on. 
 
In the Grip of Grace! 
 

Pastor Tim 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

“The seeds of  democracy can be found in the earliest  

beliefs of  Congregationalism. The influence of 

 Congregational beliefs in America helped set the stage  

or our democratic civil government.” 

Excerpt taken from  

The Art & Practice of  the Congregational Way,  

by the Rev. Dr. Elizabeth Mauro 
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“The seeds of democracy can be found in the earliest 

beliefs of Congregationalism. The influence of  
Congregational beliefs in America helped set the 

stage for our democratic civil government.” 
 

Excerpt taken from: 
The Art & Practice of the Congregational Way 

by the Rev. Dr. Elizabeth Mauro 



Did You Know Mildred Chase? 
 

You probably did not know Mildred. She 

attended SCC back in the 1980s and 90s. 

Although Mildred has gone to be with the 

Lord, through her generosity her legacy 

at SCC lives on. How do we know? Mil-

dred’s family recently sent a note with a 

check. Their note informed us that Mil-

dred had established a Charitable Re-

mainder Trust that named SCC as a re-

cipient of funds upon her death. Mildred 

was smart! She did not leave her family 

with the burden of guessing about her 

wishes for her assets following her death. 

I encourage you to give your family the 

gift of clarity about your wishes, too. Take 

steps today to include SCC in your will or 

other arrangements following your pass-

ing… and your legacy will also live on for 

years to come at SCC! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Have You             
Considered…...? 

 
 

 

1. Automated Gifts? 
Forget writing checks! Save that stamp! 

Instead, use automatic bill pay or elec-

tronic giving. Automatic bill pay can be 

set up through your online banking 

platform, just like paying a monthly ca-

ble bill. Electronic giving utilizes your 

charge card and can be established on 

the “Invest” link on the SCC website:             

stuartcongregationalchurch.org. 
 

2. Your Faith Legacy? 
One sentence in your will can com-

municate your desire to support SCC 

through your estate. Do not neglect the 

need to be clear with your family, in 

writing, about your wishes for support-

ing your church after your passing. 

And please prayerfully consider sup-

porting our endowment through the 

Stuart Congregational Church Founda-

tion. The endowment allows for your 

gift to be a perpetual legacy. 

 
Please don’t hesitate  

to contact the church office  

for more information. 
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 Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat 

 

 1 
7:30 AM -  Men’s Disciple Cafe 
10:30 AM - FTLOF Fellowship 

Hall 
4:30 PM - Homework Angels 
5:30 PM -  Stephen Ministers 

Training 

2 
10:00 AM - Women’s Bible Study 
3:30 PM - Kid’s Club                 
6:00 PM - Family Dinner           
7:00 PM - Family Program        

8:00 PM -  Band Rehearsal 

3 
4:30 PM - Homework Angels 

7:00 PM- Choir Rehearsal 

4 5 
8:30 AM -  Men’s Fellowship  

6 
 8:00 AM - Worship   
10:00 AM - Worship           
11:14  AM - Epic Worship 

11:14 AM  - Kid’s Church  
 
Canned Goods Donation 
 

7 
9:00 AM - Bldgs & Property 

8 
7:30 AM -Men’s Disciple Café     

9:00 AM -  Budget Worksession 
10:30 AM - FTLOL Fellowship 
Hall                                             

4:00 PM -  Homework Angels 
5:00 PM   Stephen Ministers 

Training 

9 
10:00 AM - Women’s Bible Study 
11:00 A - Welcome Committee 
1:00 PM - Outreach Committee 
3:30 PM - Kid’s Club                 
6:00 PM   Family Dinner          
7:00 PM   Family Program       

8:00 PM   Band Rehearsal 

10 
11:30 PM - Women’s Fellow-
ship                                             

2:00 PM - Foundation Mtg.  
4:30 PM - Homework Angels 

7:00 PM - Choir Rehearsal 

11 12 

13 
8:00 AM - Worship   
10:00 AM - Worship               
11:14  AM - Epic Worship 

11:14 AM - Kid’s Church   

14 15 
9:00 AM - Trustees Mtg.      
10:30 AM  - FTLOL Fellowship 

Hall 
4:30 PM - Homework Angels                                     
5:30  PM - Stephen Ministers 

Training 

16 
10:00 AM - Women’s Bible Study 
3:30 PM - Kid’s Club                 
6:00 PM - Family Dinner         
7:00 PM - Family Program     

8:00 PM - Band Rehearsal 

17 
10:00 AM - Staff Meeting      
4:30 PM - Homework Angels      

7:00 PM - Choir Rehearsal 

18 19 
 

20 
8:00 AM - Worship   
10:00 AM - Worship         
11:14  AM -  Epic Worship                   

11:14 AM -  Kid’s Church  

21 22 
10:30 AM  - FTLOL Fellowship 

Hall 

 

23 
10:00 AM- Women’s Bible Study                                        

3:30 PM - Kid’s Club                  
 

24 
 
 
 
 
 

Church Office Closed 

25 
 
 
 
 
 

Church Office Closed 

26 

27              
8:00 AM - Worship   
10:00 AM - Worship         
11:14  AM -  Epic Worship 

11:14 AM -  Kid’s Church  
 
 

28 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

29 
10:30 AM -FTLOL Fellowship 
Hall                                                

4:30 PM - Homework Angels 
5:30  PM - Stephen Ministers 

Training 

30 
10:00 AM - Women’s Bible Study 
3:30 PM - Kid’s Club                 
6:00 PM - Family Dinner         
7:00 PM - Family Program               

8:00 PM - Band Rehearsal 
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Little Kids Have Big Questions 
 

Each week I mail a Memory Verse Flyer to each child and it has various fun ac-
tivities to do all reinforcing the Big Idea and the Memory Verse from that past 
Sunday. I include a question about something they could ask God or something 
that they would like Jesus to help with. One answer stood out to me this past 
month, “When I die, I am scared of what’s going to happen.” Death can be scary 
for all of us no matter our age. We have questions like, “Is there something after 
I die?”, “Where will I go?”, “Is God real?”, “Will I be with Him?”, “Is heaven re-
al?” and “Will I go there?” 
 
We all have a 100% chance of meeting death at some time, it is unavoidable. The Bible talks about two 
kinds of death, physical death and spiritual death and the statistics are undeniable - we will physically 
die. We all have a terminal illness called death, we just don’t know when it will come. The numbers 
are also pretty compelling on spiritual death. The Bible says we are all spiritually dead, the apostle 
Paul wrote in Romans 3:23, “We all have sinned” and in Romans 6:23 Paul says, “For the wages of sin is 
death”.  Many of us think that we just have a “sin problem” and that if we could just stop sinning and 
do better, we will be OK. But Paul says we don’t have a “sin problem” we have a “death problem” and 
once you are dead, you can’t do better, you can’t be nicer, you can’t give more because dead people are 
by definition “dead.”  
 
So, what’s the solution? Well, the solution is found right after the comma in Romans 6:23, it continues 
with, “But the free gift of God is eternal life through Christ Jesus our Lord.” The solution is the free gift of 
eternal life that God offers us through faith in Jesus’ death and resurrection. Jesus’ death paid the 
death penalty for our sin, and his resurrection proved that he has power over death and the grave. So, 
if Jesus has the power over death and the grave and he offers us that same power than we have noth-
ing to fear because as Paul writes in his first letter to the Corinthians in Chapter 15, “Then, when our 
dying bodies have been transformed into bodies that will never die, this Scripture will be fulfilled:  Death is 
swallowed up in victory. O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?" 
 
“When I die, I am scared of what’s going to happen.” 
 
Don’t be scared, have faith. Jesus has taken your punishment and offers you a new life. A new and ev-
erlasting life that will be spent in his Father’s house, which has many rooms and He said he has gone 
ahead to prepare a place for you. 
 
I love telling children that, “God is not mad at us, he is madly in love with us.” And he demonstrated 
how much he loved us by sending His one and only Son to die for us. Little kids may have big ques-
tions but God has an answer for all of them, and his answer is always Jesus. 
 
Romans 10:9-11  
Say the welcoming word to God - "Jesus is my Master" - embracing body and soul, God's work of do-
ing in us what he did in raising Jesus from the dead. That's it. You're not "doing" anything,  you're 
simply calling out to God, trusting him to do it for you. That's salvation.   With your whole being you 
embrace God setting things right, and then you say it, right out loud: "God has set everything right 
between him and me!" Scripture reassures us, "No one who trusts God like this - heart and soul - will 
ever regret it." 
 
The Message 
 

P.Ray 

Children’s Ministry 
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Must Gifts or Bequests Be Large?    All gifts or  bequests are welcome regardless of size.  It is desira-
ble that participation in the SCC Foundation have a very broad base from which to grow.   For many peo-
ple, it is more convenient to make small gifts, and, in fact, a person may wish to make small gifts from 
time to time.  Sometimes a person will prosper and in doing so wish to express gratitude for God’s benev-
olence.  Most important, the Foundation provides each and every member of the Stuart Congregational 
Church a chance to expand its work. 
  
Recognition of Gifts - A Permanent Record shall be maintained in which the name of each person 
making a gift or bequest to the Foundation shall be recorded. When a gift or bequest is made in the 
memory of someone other than the donor, the name of the person memorialized shall be recorded. In an 
annual report to the congregation, the Foundation's Directors shall list all donors from the previous year 
unless otherwise requested by the donor.   

 

Since the Internal Revenue Code changes from time to time,  
your own attorney or financial advisor can best provide the specific information you seek.  

Michael Emery 

STUART CONGREGATIONAL  

CHURCH FOUNDATION 
Let’s continue the discussion on different ways to give! 

Color  

By  

Number 
 

   1   =  Brown 

   2  =  Red 

   3  =  Green 

   4  =  Yellow 

   5  =  Purple 

   6  =  Orange 
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WHAT IS A COLUMBARIUM? 

 

A Columbarium is a place where remains of people who are cremated have 

their ashes inured.  The Stuart Congregational Church has a Columbarium 

and the Columbarium Committee will gladly answer questions and show 

you the Columbarium location.  Please call any one of the committee  

members at the numbers listed below. 

 

Susan Powell:  286-2222; Connie and Dave Collin:  225-2389; and  

Carl Hoffman:  781-8167 

Committee  

Members: 
Susan Powell, Chair 
Connie Collin 
Dave Collin 

Carl Hoffman 

  
 

 

 

 

 
   

 November 2nd  Dee Jacobi, Jerry Murphy & William Smith 

 November 3r  Ron Boyer 

 November 6th  Denise Drellich 

 November 8th  Kelly MacMannis 

 November 11th  Joyce Weber 

 November 13th  Jerry Hill 

 November 16th  Phyllis Turner  

 November 17th  Steve Lunsford 

 November 18th  Jo Lunsford 

 November 20th  Bill Baker and Laura Zavattaro 

 November 21st  Ned Hughes 

 November 22nd  John Fuchs 

 November 24th  Florence McCann 

 November 25th  Bobbe Eller 

 November 26th  Glenn Dell 

 November 27th  George Blackford 

 November 29th  Barbara Sovern and Dick Young 

 November 30th  Betty Belshaw and Larry Grub 

 

Claire and Chuck Murdoch   November 19th
  

Holly Desantis and Howard Smetts November 22nd
 

Anne and Peter Schmidt   November 30th
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 Mark Nygard                    

Youth Ministry 
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Thanksgiving Maze 
 

Can you help the Pilgrim find 

his way through the maze to  

the Mayflower? 
Start Here     

End Here     
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TO SPONSOR A SPECIAL  
CHRISTMAS SERVICE 

 
Wednesday, December 14th 7:00 PM 

 
Pastor Tim and the Stephen Ministers will again be providing a very special service for our 

congregation, friends, and families during the Christmas holiday season.  The holiday season 

is a magical time for celebration and sharing.  The hustle and bustle of shopping, parties, and 

gatherings fill the days with joy and excitement.  Who among us does not remember with 

fondness the anticipation and awe of everything Christmas.  

 

The season also provides an opportunity to pause and reflect on the true meaning of the sea-

son, and recall with fondness and gratitude loved ones who now live forever in our hearts.  

The Stephen Ministers will be offering a service of hope, healing, and remembrance on 

Wednesday night, December 14th at 7:00 PM.  Pastor Tim will deliver a Christmas homily, 

and there will be a special music program.  Communion will be offered, and candles will be 

lit in honor and memory of our loved ones. 

 

We hope you will save the date and share with us this hour of meditation, prayer, and special  

remembrance.   
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Women’s Fellowship  
November Luncheon 
 
November 10th at 11:30 AM 
Caring Fields Feline Rescue and Adoption 
Lunch at the Olympic Diner in Palm City 

Women’s Fellowship Officers 
Vice President:  Karen Gianfortone 

Treasurer:  Carol Beachy 

Secretary:  Susan Moore 

President 

Marilyn Bleam 

Join us as we meet for  
fellowship and breakfast  

on November 5th   
at 8:30 AM in the  
Fellowship Hall. 

SANTA’S COMING TO TOWN! 
 

Ho….Ho….Ho….!   On Wednesday, December 14th at 10:00 AM 
the Outreach Board will host our annual Head Start Children’s 
Christmas Party.  Each year, our Congregation shines with gener-
osity in providing gifts for a classroom of  3 to 5 year old children 
from the Salerno Learning Center Head Start program.  A sur-
prise visit from Santa and Mrs. Claus brings delight to the chil-
dren (and the adults, too!) as they are each presented with two 
gifts….a clothing outfit and a toy from their wish list.   For some, these are the only gifts 
they will receive.  It’s truly heartwarming to experience the love of  Jesus and watch the 
children’s excitement as they participate in music, games, stories and a pizza lunch.  And, 
if  you would like to share in some of  this holiday cheer, there is always plenty of  room 
for volunteer elves!  Please call me at 772-546-3403 if  you can lend a hand. 
 
Santa will surely be busy this year as we are adding the children from Homework Angels 
to our list of  recipients for a Christmas party to be held on Thursday, December 15th at 
4:30 PM.   We know they will be excited and grateful for the gifts they receive from you.   
  
We will have sign-up opportunities after each of  our three services for three consecutive 
Sundays….November 20 and 27, and December 4.   Members of  the Outreach Board and 
their elves will be available to help you with your choices and to provide you with in-
structions.  We ask that the gift cost be limited to $20 each.   If  you wish, a cash dona-
tion is also appreciated. 
  
Please watch for reminders in the Sunday bulletins and look for us in Fellowship Hall 
and the Chapel foyer.  Your generosity will add joy to a little one’s heart, as well as your 
own! 
 
Thanking God for You, 
 
Marilyn McDonald 

Chair, Outreach Board 



 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 Page 15 Good News Letter 

 

   
 

Dear Church Family and Friends, 

 

Having just gotten back from the area in Haiti which was devas-

tated by hurricane Matthew, I can tell you the stories you may 

have heard are true.  

 

I could see that the areas hit the worst were the sleepy little sea villages which you don’t think 

of when you think of Haiti.  These villages, right at the foot of the ocean are areas which are 

cash poor, but wealthy in resources.  The children may not be clothed well, but they don’t 

have the red hair which denotes malnutrition which we see on the children in other areas of 

Haiti.  The fish are plentiful, the land is fruitful on the mountain sides where many trees 

grow.  Animals graze peacefully on the grasses, and all is well.  There is a saying in Haiti 

which goes like this:  “Peace in the stomach is peace in the head”.  If you are able to have 

food, then you have peace.   

 

Now things have changed, the ocean rose up and destroyed many of the houses.  I can’t 

even imagine riding out a storm of such magnitude huddled in a corner of my mud hut 

home where there was some remnant of a roof left.  ALL trees were destroyed, twisted like a 

toothpick, animals dead, crops ruined, people walking around in shock.   

 

At the medical clinic we held in Port Salute, the people complained of not being able to 

sleep.  The storm had come at night, and many didn’t even know it was coming.  They fear 

another storm may come again.  They are hungry for the first time, all the fishing boats were 

carried away or destroyed.  Many wounds from flying debris, and no medical help for miles 

and miles. 

 

If you would like to help, send donations to an organization which deals in DISASTER RE-

LIEF.  I know of one here in Haiti which is very active– Mission of Hope, Haiti One.  

And as always pray. 

 

Blessings to you, 

 

Barbara and Ken MacMannis 

Barbara and Ken MacMannis 




