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PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

 
The trout were biting and I was able to walk 
and wade the beautiful stream  that I fished 
with my Dad.  
 
Upon our return to our church and our friends. 
I was met with the greatest of news:  Our fish-
ing camps and surfing camps were successful beyond our great-
est expectations. Our back to school bash, where  back packs 
and school supplies were given to anyone who had needs, 
amazed everyone with the attendance. People who lived near by 
didn’t realize there was a church in the area!  
 
Twenty-five (25) children attended fellowship in our newly deco-
rated Christian Education building. Please take a minute after 
church to stroll through and greet Dee Carr and enjoy her Chil-
dren's Ministry in action. You will be amazed to see the entirely 
new theme throughout the building. 
 
Double digit new membership class! About half of the new class 
is made up of people who attend the 10:00 service and half from 
the Epic service.  The largest attendance that the Epic service has 
had since its inception.(80+) It was also the most diverse group 
of worshipers to gather under our roof.  Isn’t it interesting that 
we did not hand out religious tracts, or wave our Bibles to these 
new guests?  Instead we held out our hands. Our hands offered 
help, to children and their parents through our camps and our 
celebration dinners afterwards. Our outstretched hands gave 
school supplies and back packs to anyone who wished to share. 
 
Stuart Congregational Church, “Where Faith and Love are One” is 
living up to its motto!  If the only prayer you ever say in your en-
tire life is thank you, it will be enough. (Mister Echart) 
 
     Larry Beachy 
     Congregational President 
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The Good News Letter is published monthly during the winter and Bi-monthly during the summer by the Stuart Congregational Church .  There is 
no charge for a subscription. 
 
The church is located at the corner of Aster Lane and Ruhnke Streets, one half mile north of Indian Street. 
Mailing address: 3110 SE Aster Lane, Stuart, FL 34994.  Telephone: (772) 287-5951.   
Website: www.stuartcongregationalchurch.org 
 
 Rev. Dr. Timothy Roberts: Pastor 
 Laurel Jones:  Good News Newsletter Layout Artist, Editor and Publisher 
 Deadline for articles is the 10th of the month preceding publication 

 
Your Staff 

 
Rev. Dr. Timothy Roberts 

Pastor 
 
 
 
 

Dee Carr 
Children’s Ministry 

 

 
Mark Nygard 

Youth &  
Worship Ministries 

 
 

Esther Easley 
Music Director 

 
 
 
 

Laurel Jones 
Office Manager 

 
 

John Tierney 
Custodian 

 
 

Office Hours 
8:30 am—12:30 pm 

Monday-Friday 
 
 

Worship Times: 
Sundays: 

8:00 am Chapel 
10:00 am Sanctuary  

11:14 am Chapel 
 

Nursery Care available 
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                             THE STORIES WE TELL OURSELVES 

By Pastor Tim 
 
I met an ex-church-patriot the other day. I made that word up, by the 
way. Whereas an ex-patriot is a person who abandoned their country 
to reside in another country, an ex-church-patriot has abandoned the 
church for something other than church. “I used to go to church down 
the road,” he said, “but they got too political, so now my wife and I 
watch a Bible study on TV every Sunday.” Even after I invited him to 
our church he didn’t flinch: “Nope. I’m fine with my 30 minute TV Bi-
ble study in my own little house.” 
 
The ex-church-patriot I’m describing represents an alarming trend in our culture. In-
creasingly more people forsake the local church and replace it with a home-grown, 
self-suiting spirituality. As a result they are highly isolated from historic Christianity, 
from the living body of Christ, and the God-given need for growing in community. 
Their spiritual impact is limited to what they alone can do. They are divorced from the 
larger body of Christ. Their spiritual life, much like other areas of their life, is one 
more cubicle of independence. And what’s remarkable is the ease people have with 
this scenario. They seem to have no clue they are settling for much less than Jesus in-
tends for his followers. 
 
Settling for less, spiritually or otherwise, is a product of telling your self a story. The 
story includes permission to believe less is better. The story has to originate from an-
other source than the Bible. The story also has to be self deceiving, since we usually 
have our own self interest in mind. We should always question the stories we tell our-
selves. 
 
Religious pollsters recognize the power of self deception. They describe the way peo-
ple report their church attendance as “the halo effect.” Researchers for “The National 
Congregations Study” discovered how people report better church worship attendance 
to pollsters than they actually practice. In other words, they tell a different story – one 
that looks better – than the actual reality. As Kelly Shattuck says, “Americans tend to 
over-report socially desirable behavior like voting and church attendance and under-
report socially undesirable behavior like drinking.” It all begins with self deception 
through the stories we tell ourselves. 
 
We each tell ourselves a story of what faithfulness looks like, and we tend to believe 
that story. Some believe attending worship one out of four, or six Sundays is faithful. 
Would your boss say coming to work one out of four days is faithful? Would your 
spouse say coming home one out of six days is faithful? Would the coach of your 
child’s sports team say attending practice one out of four times is faithful? Of course 
not! So why do we settle for that when it comes to worshiping the God who created 
and redeemed us and without whom we would not have life and love? 
 
(continued on page 4) 
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(continued from page 3) 
 
When we tell ourselves the story that worship attendance doesn’t matter much, we ampu-
tate ourselves from the body of Christ. The apostle Paul says, “Now you are the body of 
Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.” (1st Cor. 12:27) Amputate a limb and see how 
well it does on its own. We are meant to be connected in a meaningful way as the body of 
Christ. A self-suiting spirituality and a casual attitude about worship are not God’s de-
sign. 
 
My kids complain that we always go to worship while on vacation. “But Dad, you’re a pas-
tor. You’re always in church!”  I remind them that I’m a pastor because I love Jesus Christ 
and cannot worship him enough. I don’t worship Jesus Christ because I’m a pastor. I also 
yearn to worship regularly because I know the power of self deception and self justifica-
tion. I, too, would like to sleep in, or go to the beach on Sunday mornings. I, too, would 
enjoy lingering all morning over coffee and the newspaper. That’s a satisfying storyline to 
live by, but it’s not the best storyline. I choose to let God write my story, and the story for 
my family. How about you? 

 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
BEING CONGREGATIONALISTS… 
 

“The minister is called and set apart to do full-time what all the rest of the congregation 
are trying to do part-time. Not all can be ministers in the fullest sense. Not all have the 
ability, not all have the call, and certainly not all have the time. Some must be carpenters, 
housewives, bankers, and teachers. And all can be ministers where they live. The 
Church’s greatest work is to be done by these lay people in the world – at the shop, in 
the home, on the street. Our ministry as lay people is to the world, to our fellow human 
beings in their crying need for God and His salvation.” 
 
Excerpt taken from The Congregational Way of Life, by Arthur A. Rouner, Jr. 
 
                    +++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
Coffee with Jesus 
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“Don’t Sing Songs To A Heavy Heart” 
 
 

“Like one who takes away a garment on a cold day, 
or like vinegar poured on soda, 

is one who sings songs to a heavy heart. 
Proverbs 25:20      

 
 
One of the first questions I asked myself when Pastor Randy first en-
couraged me to become a Stephen Minister was, “How am I supposed to solve other peo-
ple’s problems…I have enough of my own!”   Randy patiently reminded me that one of my 
spiritual gifts that was revealed in the Survey of Spiritual Gifts exercise he took us through 
was “Servanthood”.   So I signed on. 
 
Through the 50 hours of Stephen Minster training and then through the week-long Ste-
phen Leader training, I came to understand that the challenge to becoming an effective 
Stephen Minister was not about problem solving.  It was about empathy and listening and 
willingness to walk with my brothers and sisters through all manner of suffering and diffi-
culty. As Paul writes in Romans 12:15, “Mourn with those who mourn, and rejoice with 
those who rejoice”.  As a Stephen Ministers we are trained to appropriately listen and min-
ister to all we serve with empathy and compassion.  
 
It is during the most trying times that most of us feel abandoned and alone.  Aloneness is 
never so sharp as when someone is suffering.  While God’s presence can be a powerful 
antidote to loneliness, suffering people may have a difficult time believing that God is 
with them.  But we are never alone.  Stephen Ministers are called to provide support and 
Christian caregiving as part of the body of Christ.  Galatians 6:12 instructs us to “bear one 
another’s burdens, and in this we fulfill the law of Christ”.   
 
Your Stephen Ministers are always available and willing to share in the fellowship of suf-
fering.  The essence of our Christian fellowship is to stand united with all members of our 
congregation, and to provide confidential, non-judgmental encouragement regardless of 
the circumstances.  No issue is too large or too small.  When Christians love and care for 
those who are hurting, God’s character shines forth.  No one has ever seen God, but they 
can see God’s love through the caring and compassionate work of Stephen Ministers.   
  
      John Garwood 
      Stephen Ministry Leader 

 
 



          SCC -  October 2015 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

          
         1 

7 pm Choir 
Rehearsal 

      2  
 
 

    3 
8:30am Men’s 
Breakfast 

    4 
Canned Goods for 
Salvation Army 
 
12:30-2:30p 
Youth Group 
 
 
5:30pm  Women’s 
Missional Bible 
Study 

5 
 
9 am  Buildings 
& Properties  Board 
 
10 am  Board of 
Deacons 
 
 
 
 
 

6 
7:30am - Disciple 
Café’ 
 
5:30pm Stephen 
Ministry 
 
 
 
 
 

        7 
 
5:30 pm  Family Night 
Supper 
 
6:30pm Family Night 
Program 
 
8:30pm EPIC  Band  
Rehearsal 

 

    8 
 
7 pm Choir 
Rehearsal 

      9 
 

 

10 
 
 

    11 
 
12:30-2:30p 
Youth Group 
 
 

12 
 
1:30pm  Board of 
Outreach 

    13 
 
7:30am - Disciple 
Café 
 
 
 
 

      14 
11:00am  Welcome  
Committee 
 
5:30 pm  Family Night 
Supper 
 
6:30pm Family Night 
Program 
 
8:30pm EPIC  Band  
Rehearsal 

    15 
 
11:30am Women’s 
Fellowship Lunch 
 
4:30 pm  
Homework Angels 
Registration 
 
7 pm Choir 
Rehearsal 

16 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   17 
 
8am-12pm 
Youth Church 
Yard Sale 

18 
 
12:30-2:30p 
Youth Group 

19 
 
 
 
 

20 
7:30am - Disciple 
Café’ 
 
9:00am Board of 
Trustees 
4:30 pm  
Homework Angels 
 
5:30pm Stephen 
Ministry 

21 
 
5:30 pm  Family Night 
Supper 
 
6:30pm Family Night 
Program 
 
8:30pm EPIC  Band  
Rehearsal 

   22 
 
 
4:30 pm  
Homework Angels 
 
7 pm Choir 
Rehearsal 

23 
 

 

24 
 
8:30am-
1:00pm 
SCC Work Party 
 
4:30pm 
Youth: Haunted 
Airboat Rides 
$25 

   25 
 
12:30-2:30p 
Youth Group 
    

    26 
 
8:30 am  
Newsletter  
Mailing 
 
 
 

27 
 
7:30am - Disciple 
Café’ 
 
4:30 pm  
Homework Angels 
 
7 pm Board  of  
Directors 

28 
 
5:30 pm  Family Night 
Supper 
 
6:30pm Family Night 
Program 
 
8:30pm EPIC  Band  
Rehearsal 

29 
 

 
4:30 pm  
Homework Angels 
 
7 pm Choir 
Rehearsal 

     30 
 
 

 

31 
  

Sheriff’s Office 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TURN 
CLOCKS 
BACK  
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END OF SUMMER FINANCIAL UPDATE 

 
Having just closed the Church’s books for August, I am pleased to report 
collections are favorable to our 2015 Plan by $7,000.  Expenses are also 
favorable to our planned spending level by another $7,000.  This means 
we are $14,000 ahead of where we planned to be at the end of this sum-
mer. 
 
Thank you to those who are only with us for part of the year who continue sending in 
your contributions during those times when you are not with us here in Stuart.  Also 
our wonderful staff has been very prudent in the managing of the Church’s funds for 
which they were entrusted.  The chairman of our Building and Grounds Committee, 
Paul Piati, has saved nearly $4,000 of costs in that area alone.  Administrative ex-
penses are favorable as well as the youth and children’s programs. 
 
Our program to Direct Pay your Church contribution continues to generate over 
$1,000 automatically every month.  Anyone needing more information on this pro-
gram may contact the Church office and forms and instructions will be sent to you.  
This really makes it easy to continue supporting your Church without the hassle of 
writing and mailing checks.  You also get quarterly and annual receipts for your con-
tributions. 
 
Our new EPIC contemporary worship service at 11:14 Sundays has really caught on.  
The upgrade to the Chapel for this program totaled $138,000 of which all but 
$72,000 has been replaced to our treasury.  We invite you to invest in the annual 
$16,000 loan repayment.  I assume those who did not sign up to support this pro-
gram were going to wait and see what attendance we would receive for this new wor-
ship service.  Well, the results are in, and the support has been overwhelming!  There 
are 60 to 100 attending this service every Sunday and nearly everyone attending is 
local. They are here every week, many bring their entire families, and they also attend 
the Wednesday night dinner and Bible classes.  These newcomers, many of whom are 
now members, are a wonderful addition to our church family.  If you have been hold-
ing off with your financial support of this program, now would be a good time to 
send in a contribution so we can pay off the loan timely and perhaps early.  Just mark 
your contribution: Chapel Fund, drop it in the collection plate/box or mail it directly 
to the Church.  Thank you. 
 
      Charles Stracuzz 
      Church Treasurer    
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 BOARD OF BUILDINGS AND PROPERTY 

 
 

CAMPUS WORK PARTY SCHEDULED 
 

As we approach the Fall months with its breezy days and cooler nights, 
we are filled with anticipation of the exciting festivities leading up to 
Christmas.  And so, it is fitting that we prepare our campus for the influx 
of returning snowbirds, visitors and all of our Church family who will at-
tend our services and activities.  To that end, the Board of Buildings and 
Property has planned a Work Party to accomplish a few projects that will 
enhance our exterior.  Here are some of them: 
*  Painting the perimeter concrete  wall around the Columbarium from the 

corner to the Chapel. 
*  Remove dead hedges on the North side of the Sanctuary in preparation for new 

plantings. 
*  Clean out old storage building located at the North end of the campus. 

 
THE SCHEDULED DATE IS SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24 FROM 8:30AM TO 1:00PM.  We will 
have coffee, juice and pastries for the early birds.  Work will begin promptly at 9:00.  Cold 
water will be provided at each site location to stay hydrated.  If it rains, we have inside 
work for your pleasure!  No cards, no puzzles! 
 
Everyone is welcome!  Please consider this opportunity to serve at SCC and to work to-
gether in an effort to maintain an inviting setting for all who come here to meet and wor-
ship Jesus Christ.   PLEASE WATCH FOR THE SANDWICH BOARD WITH THE VOLUNTEER 
SIGN UP LIST.  You can also call Paul Piatti at 772-215-3762 or see Laurel in our church 
office to sign up. 

PLEASE NOTE:  We have a recycling bin on our property and you are welcome to bring 
your items for recycling.  Please follow these guidelines: 
 
Recycling will accept:  Newspapers, magazines, office papers, flyers, and shredded pa-
per.   
 
NO:  cardboard, plastic, or phone books. 
 
 
      Paul Piatti, Chair 

Board Members 
Paul Piatti 
Tom Brendal 
Jim Coy 
Ned Hughes 
Kevin McDonald 
Trish Smith 



October  Birthdays: 
 
10/01  Maureen Grubb, Susie Luce 
10/02  Betts Freer, Kevin Lonergan, Joan Shevlin 
10/03  Rick Grabowski 
10/04  Mary Jo Heck 
10/07  Bernie Braskamp 
10/09  Xavier Roberts 
10/10  Ann Peck, John Tierney 
10/12  Don Rich 
10/13  Don Carr, Loretta Schiller 
10/14  Kelly Hollinger 
10/18  Tony Cuda 
10/19  Richard Jacobus 
10/20  Ron Coffman 
10/21  Laura Kastenschmidt 
10/26  Dante Holmes, Twinks Irvine 

10/27  Susan Dell       October Anniversaries 
 

 10/09  Bill and Jenett Potter  
 10/21  Ross and Jean Weaver 
 10/28  Ken and Barbara MacMannis  

 
 
 
 
 
                
   
   
  
 
 
 

*************************************************** 
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Wanda McCartney:  
November 24, 2013 -- September 16, 2015 

BAPTIZED 
 

September 20, 2015 
 

Liam David Goodall 
 

Parents:  
Drew & Jenna 

Goodall 



 
 

 
 

Page 10    Good News Letter 

Dee Carr, Children’s Ministry 
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      Mark Nygard, Youth Ministry 
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Greetings Church Family from Reading, Pa! 
 
Hugh and I have settled in here. Our apartment is clean, comfortable, 
and centrally located, with work being five minutes away, and Hugh’s 
family about 15 minutes.  We have been able to attend several family 
gatherings since we have been here, and are thankful that the Lord has 
given us this year to enrich our lives both professionally and personally.  
Hugh played nine holes with Matt, his grandson yesterday. The weather was beautiful.  
 
I have made it through orientation, and am now working duty shifts at the hospital, and 
attending classes. I enjoy the work the Lord has given me to do. The Chaplains here are 
a vital part of the team, providing care to the patients, staff, visitors, and physicians at 
times.  We are on staff 24/7, and are beeped every time an event happens in the hospital 
to trigger a visit from the duty Chaplain. I have been assigned a couple of clinical place-
ments: Psychiatry and cardiac wings.   
 
We look forward to a productive and meaningful year, and also eager to return to Flori-
da. Blessings to all of you. Please let us know how you are doing, and allow us to pray 
for you. You can reach us by mail or email at Hugh and Debby Connett,  
100 North Park Road, Apt 1204, Wyomissing, Pa or debbyvinyardconnett@comcast.net  
 
      In Christ’s Love,  
      Debby 
 
P.S. I have ordered pastoral shirts and collars to wear for daily duty. Thank you again for 
your generous gifts. 

 
 

**************************************************************** 
NEW MEMBERS - JOINED 8/16/15 

Phyllis Turner 
 

Don & Judi Laurance Dee, Savannah & Don Carr 

mailto:debbyvinyardconnett@comcast.net


 

      
 
 
 

                                  
                  MEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
 
 Join us as we meet at for great fellowship and good food! 
    on the 1st Saturday of the month,            
                    October 3rd at 8:30 am 
 Please sign up in the Fellowship Hall 
                
 

                     *************************************************** 
                                                                          

 
 

OCTOBER WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP LUNCHEON 
  will be on Thursday, October 8th at 11:30am                

     Please sign up in the Fellowship Hall. 
 

******************************************************************* 
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Cathy Stroud Stephen & Judy 
Shellabarger 

 

Nyla & Dave Christensen 
 

Jenna Goodall Diana Gallagher 
 

     
    NEW MEMBERS 
 
Photos of our newest 
members, who joined 
on 8/16/15, are on  
pages 12 & 13. 
 
Please take time to get 
to know these wonderful 
folks. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

               
 
 

 +++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
 
 
 

ANNUAL YOUTH CHURCH YARD SALE 
 

It’s that time again.  The Annual Youth Church Yard Sale has  been  
scheduled  for Saturday, October 17th, from 8am to 12pm.  Take 
this opportunity to bring your treasures, unwanted items and set 
up your booth and sell at the multi-family fun event.  Rent a space 
for $10.  Tables are rented for $5 ea. 

 
                                          Questions?  Call Miriam or Carl Hoffman at 772-781-8167. 
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Board of Outreach 
 

New Members Lite Meal 
 
The Outreach Board has a joyful new responsibility. It is the responsi-
bility of organizing and serving a lite meal to the new members during 
their orientation session for membership in our family of faith.  This is 
a fun, happy, responsibility, a celebration of Thanksgiving. We are ex-
cited and thankful because these new personalities are joining us! New 
people willing to help and add their abilities, expertise, and God gives 
assets to our community of faith.  We rejoice because these individual 
find us to be a community interested in all people, young, 
old,  single,  families, where everyone is welcome. We will only be rich-
er in our faith and service to God because of them! Seeing how happy 
they are only makes us happy. 
 
May the joy of God's love shine upon us all 
 
      Chris Kempf 
      Board of Outreach, Chair 

Board Members 
Chris Kemp 
Carol Beachy 
Evelyn Cianci 
Marilyn McDonald 
Mary Moore 
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 FROM OUR MISSIONARIES IN HAITI 
 

 
There is never a dull moment here at Love A Child in Fond Parisien, 
Haiti.  So far this month we have been able to temporarily take in a 
16 year old boy from the mountains at the orphanage to get his Dia-
betes under control.  He came to us weighing 40 pounds and looking 
like an 8 year old.   We found out the work it takes to keep a child 
with Diabetes in good health.   Blood sugars 2-3 times a day, Insulin 
injections, and teaching the orphanage staff about his  
diet was in itself was a full time job. 
 
We were able to place a 9 month old in an adopting orphanage.  “God’s Littlest Angels” 
does adoptions to the US, Canada, France and Italy.  I am happy for this little guy.  He is 
so cute and such a good baby.  To know where he came from, and to dream about his 
new life is very exciting. 
 
As Tropical Storm Erika breezed through we get little to no warning except for what 
people write to us, and it was different preparing for a storm here because there is so 
little you can do.  We run on generator power, so there is no need for flashlights.  There 
is no use worrying about windows because there are no shutters.  Our water supply is 
from a well powered by the generator.  Living in a communal type campus we knew be-
tween all of us we had food, and going into town to “stock-up” is not an option because 
of the danger of flash flooding.  Our day was busy, and what preparing we did came at 
the end of the day with the storm rolling upon us.  We all buttoned up the best we 
could.  We lost a lot of shallow rooted trees, and had some major damage to gates as 
water powered through, but we were ok.  Quite a few lost their lives in the DR and Haiti 
because of flash floods. 
 
All our new buildings; Malnutrition Center, Slaughter House, and Pei Pouri Church did 
well, and we thank you for your prayers always.  I am also happy to report even the 40 
foot solar powered lighted cross erected days before the storm on the top of Pei Pouri 
stood firm and bright through the night.  This was a sign to us of God’s protection, and 
love over the projects of the ministry here. 
 
      Blessed to be a blessing, 
      Ken and Barbara MacMannis 
 
To keep up-to-date on what Ken and Barbara are doing go to their website at: 
http://loveachild.com/ken-and-barbara-macmannis 

 

 




