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Good News Letter 
 Stuart Congregational Church is a mission community created and  

empowered by the Holy Spirit as a tool to draw all people to Christ. 
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Dates to Remember 

 
 October 3 - Child Health Day 
 October 10 - Columbus Day 
 October 13 - U.S. Navy Birthday 
 October 17 - National Boss’s Day 
 October 31 - Halloween 
 



          

PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

 
October ----- Already 

 
Can you believe that summer is over, kids are back in 
school, and the snowbirds are returning?  We’ve had a 
busy summer schedule with all the summer camps, the 
Leadership Seminar, increased attendance at all ser-
vices, and a successful search and hiring of Pastor Ray 
(our Director of Children Ministries).  Our activity 
level on campus is at an all-time high.  During the week the energy level, 
with 65 students attending classes in our Christian Ed Building, is nice to 
see. 
 
Now our appeal to the congregation is to step up and get involved.  We 
need more people to serve the Lord.  Jean Weaver, our Vice President, is 
calling the Nominating Committee together to start filling the slate of Of-
ficers & Boards for next year.  Please let us know how you want to serve 
and the talents you have to share.  
 
There are several areas in which we need help: One: the finance/
accounting area.  New teams are being formed to perform the financial 
work required to run the church.  Two: we need more volunteers for the 
Sunday School programs.  Pastor Ray and his wife Beverly could use the 
help and support.  If you have an interest in this ministry, please let us 
know.  Three: more Angels are needed for the Homework Angels.  Help-
ing the Spanish speaking kids in our community with their homework 
has been a great program and no child should be turned away.  Larry and 
Carol Beachy would love to hear from you if you can assist. 
 
We have a great church family that does a tremendous job volunteering 
and helping in all phases of our church operations.  Our church is transi-
tioning into a dynamic growing church.  Please help us maintain this ef-
fort and step up and volunteer; we need you.  
 

                    Sincerely, 

    Curtis L Quinter  
            President 
          Stuart Congregational Church 

Good News Letter 

 
The Good News Letter is published monthly during the winter and bi-monthly during the summer by the Stuart Congregational Church.   

There is no charge for a subscription. 

 

The church is located at the corner of Aster Lane and Ruhnke Streets, one half mile north of Indian Street. 
Mailing address: 3110 SE Aster Lane, Stuart, FL 34994.  Telephone: (772) 287-5951.   

Website: www.stuartcongregationalchurch.org 

 

 Rev. Dr. Timothy Roberts: Pastor 
 Jeanne Koeper:  “Good News Letter” Layout Artist, Editor and Publisher 

 Deadline for articles is the 15th of the month preceding each publication. 

 

Your Staff 

 

Rev. Dr. Timothy Roberts 

Pastor 
tim@stuartcongregationalchurch.org 

 

 

Ray Laird 

Children’s Ministry 
ray@stuartcongregationalchurch.org 

 

 

Mark Nygard 
Youth &  

Worship Ministries 
mark@stuartcongregationalchurch.org 

 

 

Esther Easley 

Music Director 
esther@stuartcongregationalchurch.org 

 

 

Jeanne Koeper 

Office Administrator 
jeanne@stuartcongregationalchurch.org 

 

 

John Tierney 

Custodian 
 

 

Office Hours 

8:30 AM—12:30 PM 

Monday-Friday 

 

Worship Times 

Sundays: 

8:00 AM Chapel 

(as of October 16th) 

10:00 AM Sanctuary  

11:14 AM Chapel 

 

Nursery Care Available 
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Good News Letter 

EPIC of  EDEN 
 

Dear Friends, 
 
The fall season has arrived, and so has an important spiritual growth opportunity for 
you. It’s called the Epic of Eden.  Each Wednesday night at 7:00 PM, we gather to study 
the Old Testament in the chapel using this video-based study. 
 
Why is this important for you? 
 
If you are like most people in our church, and like most people in America, you sorely need to learn more 
about the Bible you revere. Here’s what I mean. According to recent nationwide surveys: 
  

 Many people believe Billy Graham preached the Sermon on the Mount. 
 Fewer than half of adult Americans can name the four gospels.  
 60% of Americans cannot even name five of the Ten Commandments.  
 82% of Americans think “God helps those who help themselves” is a Bible verse. 
 12% of adults think Joan of Arc was Noah’s wife.  
 50% of high school seniors believe Sodom and Gomorrah was a married couple. 

 
One biblical scholar summarized the predicament like this:  “For well over thirty years now, Christian 
leaders have been lamenting the loss of general biblical literacy in America… Some among us may 
be tempted to seek solace in the recognition that our culture is increasingly post-Christian… Much 
to our embarrassment, however, it has become increasingly clear that the situation is really no better 
among confessing Christians, even those who claim to hold the Bible in high regard.” 
 
Our culture is increasingly biblically illiterate. That’s bad. But what is infinitely worse is when the church – fol-
lowers of Jesus Christ whose faith is based on biblical authority and informed by the content of the Bible – is no different. To 
make matters bleaker, limited or misinformed biblical knowledge can be worse than none at all. In the classic 
novel, “To Kill a Mockingbird,” the character Miss Maudie says, “Sometimes the Bible in the hand of one man is worse 
than a whisky bottle in the hand of another.” Responsible instruction about the content and use of the Bible is cru-
cial. 
 
Now, can you appreciate why this Epic of Eden study is so important for you? 
 
And if all the above is not compelling enough, please consider the very words of scripture that speak of the 
importance of God’s word:  “For the word of God is alive and active, sharper than any two-edged 
sword. It penetrates, even dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow. It judges the thoughts and atti-
tudes of the heart.” (Hebrews 4:12) 
 
I hope you will join me, and bring a few friends, as we connect with God’s living word each Wednesday this 
fall at SCC. 
 
In the Grip of Grace! 
 
 

Pastor Tim 
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“Pilgrims and Puritans relied upon the Bible as the ‘ultimate source and authori-
ty for Christian truth.’ They believed that the local church was the avenue for di-
vine activity. These beliefs led them to reject any authority outside of the local 
church. They claimed the authority of Christ was exercised only through cove-
nanted members gathered together as the church.” 
 

Excerpt taken from The Art and Practice of  the Congregational Way,  
by the Rev. Dr. Elizabeth Mauro 

 
 

Automated Gifts? 

Forget writing checks! Save that stamp! In-

stead, use automatic bill pay or electronic 

giving. Automatic bill pay can be set up 

through your online banking platform, just 

like paying a monthly cable bill. Electronic 

giving utilizes your charge card and can be 

established on the “Invest” link on the SCC 

website: stuartcongregationalchurch.org. 

 

 

 

Your Faith Legacy? 

One sentence in your will can communicate 

your desire to support SCC through your es-

tate. Do not neglect the need to be clear 

with your family, in writing, about your 

wishes for supporting your church after your 

passing. And please prayerfully consider sup-

porting our endowment through the Stuart 

Congregational Church Foundation. The en-

dowment allows for your gift to be a perpet-

ual legacy.  

Have You Considered…………………………… 

Please don’t hesitate to contact the church office for more information. 
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The 8:00 AM 

Worship  
Service  

Returns on 

Sunday, 
 Oct. 16th! 
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Homew  
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat 

 

 
    

1 
8:30 AM  Men’s Fellowship 

2 
10:00 AM     Worship               
11:14  AM     Epic Worship             

11:14 AM      EPIC Kids 
 
Canned Goods Donation 
 

3 
9:00 AM     FTLOL -  
                     Chapel 
9:00 AM   Bldgs & Property 
5:30 PM    Deacons 

4 

7:30 AM   Men’s Disciple     
                    Café                                    

10:30 AM   FTLOF -  
                     Fellowship Hall 
3:00 PM    Hospitality  
5:30 PM   Stephen Ministers 

5 
9:00 AM     FTLOL - Chapel 
10:00 AM   Women’s Bible     
                       Study                   
6:00 PM     Family Dinner 
7:00 PM     Family Program 

8:00 PM     Band Rehearsal 

6 
4:30 PM   Homework  
             Angels - Registration 
7:00 PM   Choir Rehearsal 

7 8 

9 
10:00 AM    Worship               
11:14  AM    Epic Worship                        

11:14 AM     EPIC Kids                

10 11 
7:30 AM   Men’s Disciple    
                    Café                                    

10:30 AM   FTLOF  -                   
                      Fellowship Hall 
1:00 PM     Outreach Comm. 
4:30 PM     Homework  
                     Angels                        

12 
9:00 AM     FTLOL - Chapel 
10:00 AM   Women’s Bible    
                       Study 
5:30 PM     Family Dinner 
6:30 PM     Family Program 

8:00 PM     Band Rehearsal 

13 
10:00 AM   Staffing Mtg. 

11:30 AM   Women’s      
                      Fellowship    
4:30 PM     Homework  
                     Angels                       

7:00 PM   Choir Rehearsal 

14 15 
8:00 AM   
       Youth Garage Sale 
 
 
3:00 PM    Paul Harris’        
                    Memorial Service 

16 
*********NOTE********

* 
8:00 AM  Worship Returns   
10:00 AM    Worship                  
11:14  AM    Epic Worship        

11:14 AM     EPIC Kids 

17 
9:00 AM     FTLOL -  
                      Chapel 

18 
7:30 AM   Men’s Disciple    
                    Café                                       

9:00 AM     Board of Trustees 
10:30 AM   FTLOF  -                  
                      Fellowship Hall 
4:30 PM     Homework  
                     Angels                       

5:30  PM   Stephen Ministers 

19 
9:00 AM     FTLOL - Chapel 
10:00 AM   Women’s Bible    
                      Study 
5:30 PM     Family Dinner 
6:30 PM     Family Program 

8:00 PM     Band Rehearsal 

20 
4:30 PM     Homework  
                     Angels                       

7:00 PM   Choir Rehearsal 

21 22 

23 
 

8:00 AM    Worship    
10:00 AM  Worship                    

11:14  AM   Epic Worship           

11:14 AM   EPIC Kids 
30 

24 
9:00 AM   FTLOL -  
            Chapel 

 
 
 
 
 
 

31 
Happy Halloween 

25 
7:30 AM   Men’s Disciple    
                    Café                                    

10:30 AM   FTLOF -      
                     Fellowship Hall 
4:30 PM     Homework  
                     Angels                        

26 
9:00 AM     FTLOL - Chapel 
10:00 AM   Women’s Bible    
                      Study 
5:30 PM      Family Dinner 
6:30 PM      Family Program 

8:00 PM      Band Rehearsal 

27 
10:00 AM   Staffing Mtg. 

4:30 PM     Homework  
                     Angels                       

7:00 PM   Choir Rehearsal 

 29 
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Michael Emery 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A deferred gift annuity is similar to a gift annuity, except that payments begin on a future date that you 
specify.  An attractive benefit of this arrangement is that it enables a donor who itemizes taxes to make 
a gift now and take charitable income tax deduction now, offsetting current tax liability.  A donor can 
defer payments to years when he or she will generally be in a lower tax bracket. 
 
Deferred gift annuities may be created at younger ages, but no income payments will commence until 
after the beneficiary has reached at least 50 years of age. 
 
As in a gift annuity, a part of each payment will be tax free for a period of years.  However, the precise 
treatment of each payment will depend on the tax rules in effect when the payments start.  Payments 
cannot begin until one year from the gift date. 

 
Since the Internal Revenue Code changes from time to time,  

your own attorney or financial advisor can best provide the specific information you seek.  

STUART CONGREGATIONAL  

CHURCH FOUNDATION 
Let’s continue the discussion on different ways to give! 

 

Deferred Gift Annuity  
A Gift with Benefits Now and Later 

 

  Greetings From Haiti 
 

It is difficult sometimes to keep the stories fresh and new as we 

serve in Haiti.  I have become sensitive to the possibility of ex-

ploiting the suffering of others to gain readership of our work in 

Haiti.  It is something I have been struggling with for a while.   

Sometimes you just get so busy with your work you forget others aren’t seeing all 

you see, or knowing all you have come to know - many times it is not pretty.    
 This year I struggled with compassion fatigue, and just being overwhelmed 

by the struggles which continue here in this poverty-stricken land.  A realization for 

me was no matter what we do on a daily basis, we won’t be able to fix it in our life-

time.   I wondered whether the people of Haiti feel the same way.  I know what I 

needed to do, and so I surrendered to God.  Surrender brings peace, and peace 

helps to clear away all the “stuff”, and help you to realize – again – the one true 

thing. 

 

Barbara and Ken MacMannis 

Ken and Barbara MacMannis 
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EPIC Kids Mission 
Creating a place for children to begin and grow a lifelong friendship with Jesus. 
 
The EPIC Kids Mission Statement says we want to be a place where kids begin and 
grow in a lifelong friendship with Jesus. Epic Kids is not just babysitting or childcare, it is a place where 
children learn who Jesus is and what he has instore for their lives. 
 
My favorite quote about children’s ministry comes from Jim Rayburn the founder of Young Life, “It is 
a sin to bore a kid with the gospel.” We have the most exciting, action packed, adventure filled, won-
drous life-giving story that was ever written and to not share it with the same passionate excitement 
would not only be a sin but would just be downright lazy. Jesus knew how to get a crowd’s attention and 
how to keep it. In the account of the “Sermon on the Mount” in Matthew 5-7, we see him sitting down 
with a few of his disciples on a hillside to teach and by the time he was finished speaking, a huge crowd 
had gathered.  
 
No one was bored that day and no one should be bored today when we share what he taught, said and 
did that day, or the others that are recorded in the books of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. I have 
been on the job as the Children’s Ministry Pastor/Director for a little over a month now and it has been 
a blast to see and hear the kids understanding and memorizing God’s word in a super fun, non-boring 
atmosphere. When you overhear things like “This was so much fun, I am going to bring my mom to 
church next week” or “I sing these songs at home before bed and my mom asked me where I learned 
them” you know it’s working. 
 
But we aren’t just reaching the SCC Kids, we also are reaching the children who are here on campus 
every day at the For Love Of Leaning Co-Op School. Three days a week, we have the chance to “not 
bore” them with the love and grace of Jesus, too. Monday and Wednesday mornings at 9:00 AM, twen-
ty or so kids file into the building for Chapel service where we sing, memorize Bible verses and share 
about a God whose love is beyond our understanding. Tuesdays we have the chance to pour into them 
during the Bible Study class.  I have to tell you that the Kindergarten/1st grade class is my favorite. 
These little guys and girls just soak up the message of God’s unrelenting love and express it back in-
stantly. 
 
“Shameless Plug Time”: We could use your help! I am building a team of helpers that would love to 
spend an hour or so with the EPIC Kids once or twice a month. We have low commitment jobs like 
check-in people, all the way to jobs that will have you jumping to the music and swinging your arms to 
the beat.   Whatever you can handle we can put you in the right place. Please get in touch if you would 
like to be a part of “not boring” a kid with the amazing story of Jesus! 
 
You can call me anytime at 609-425-5397 or email me at ray@stuartcongregationalchurch.org or just 
find me at church and say, “I would love to help!” 
 

-P.Ray 

Children’s Ministry 

Ray Laird 
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      Mark Nygard, Youth Ministry 

from 7:30am-1pm. 
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New  

Members 

Beverly and Ray Laird 

Silvia Bolet Janene Fiala 

Jim & Margie Fitzgerald 

Patrick Mills Deborah Noel 

Whitey Grabowski 
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Compassion  House Update 

 
The Outreach Committee has annually included the Salvation Army’s Com-
passion House in their outreach ministry since 2013. They have been commit-
ting a portion of  funds that our congregation has donated through our gen-
eral benevolences program.  
 
Right now Compassion House is nearly full with eleven women and fourteen children; in the 
next few weeks we expect to be at full capacity.  This amazing program gives homeless wom-
en and homeless women with children a chance to take a breather from the travesty life has 
thrown at them. 
 
At Compassion House they receive three meals, each day, professionally prepared with nutri-
tion the main objective.  In addition, they are given assistance and motivation to find jobs and 
given time to save money to start anew as they return to society.  They receive good cloth-
ing, and a safe place to stay.  
 
The program runs for 3 to 4 months and classes are held in the evening to improve skills 
they already have or are given time to learn new skills, especially using the computer and in-
ternet.  They are taught nutrition, child care, budgeting, and other life skills they may need 
to strengthen.  Of  course they also receive a good dose of  the Gospel. 
 
Many past clients are now self-sustaining members of  society, raising their families with a 
minimum of  local support.  They have their own homes, jobs, and transportation.  These are 
people, who only a few months ago were living on the streets of  Stuart or in their cars.   
 
This worthwhile program needs our Church’s continued support, here, locally, in Martin 
County.  Compassion House, Volunteers in Medicine, and Lahia, make up a very impressive 
local Outreach Program our Church and its members can proudly support. 
 
Thank you for your continued support, and may God bless you. 
 

Charlie Stracuzzi 
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Women’s Fellowship  
October 13th Luncheon 
 
Guest Speaker:  Jim Castronovo 
of the  “Castronovo Chocolate Factory” 
Catered Lunch 
 
Hostesses:  Karen Gianfortone & Louise Circo 

Women’s Fellowship Officers 
Vice President:  Karen Gianfortone 

Treasurer:  Carol Beachy 

Secretary:  Susan Moore 

President 

Marilyn Bleam 

Join us as we meet for  
fellowship and breakfast  
on November 5th   
at 8:30 AM in the  
Fellowship Hall. 

Of Greatest Worth 

 

Now what I get,  

but what I give, 

this be the gauge  

by which I live. 

Not merely joys  

that come my way, 

but the help I give  

to those astray. 

Not the rewards of money  

and fame,  

but the loads I lift in  

our Lord’s name. 

This be the pay  

at the end of the day, 

not what I keep,  

But what I give away. 

 

-Author Unknown  
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Dawn & Carlos Moreno  October 1st 

Beverly & Ray Laird   October 3rd 

Jenett & Bill Potter   October 9th 

Jean & Ross Weaver   October 21st 

Barbara & Ken MacMannis October 28th

  
 

 

 

 

 
 

 October 1st  Maureen Grubb and Susie Luce 

 October 2nd  Betts Freer and Joan Shevlin 

 October 3rd  Rick Grabowski 

 October 4th  Mary Jo Heck 

 October 7th  Bernie Braskamp 

 October 9th  Xavier Roberts 

 October 10th  Ann Peck 

 October 12th  Jim Lehberger and Don Rich 

 October 13th  Margo Brinsley and Loretta Schiller 

 October 14th  Kelly Hollinger and Andrea Radak 

 October 19th  Richard Jacobus 

 October 20th  Logan Garland and Dylan Shaver 

 October 21st  Laura Kastenschmidt 

 October 26th  Dante Holmes and Twinks Irvine 

 October 27th  Sue Dell 

 October 31st  Deborah Noel 

  

                                   
 

WHAT IS A COLUMBARIUM? 

 

A Columbarium is a place where remains of people who are cremated have 

their ashes inured.  The Stuart Congregational Church has a Columbarium 

and the Columbarium Committee will gladly answer questions and show 

you the Columbarium location.  Please call any one of the committee  

members at the numbers listed below. 

 

Susan Powell:  286-2222; Connie and Dave Collin:  225-2389; and  

Carl Hoffman:  781-8167 

Committee  

Members: 
Susan Powell, Chair 
Connie Collin 
Dave Collin 

Carl Hoffman 




