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Dates to Remember 

October 1st    -   New Worship Schedule Begins 
October 2nd   -   Buildings and Property Meeting 
October 3rd    -   Stephen Ministers Meeting 
October 7th    -   Men’s Fellowship 
October 9th    -   Columbus Day 
October 12th  -   Women’s Fellowship Lunch 
October 13th  -   Outreach Committee 
October 16th  -   Boss’s Day 
October 17th  -   Board of Trustees 
October 24th  -   Church Council 
October 30th  -   Trunk-Or-Treat 
October 31st  -   Halloween 
   

Website:  stuartcongregationalchurch.org 
Email:  info@stuartcongregationalchurch.org 

Stuart Congregational Church is a mission 
community created and empowered by the 

 Holy Spirit as a tool to draw all people to Christ. 
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

 

Last Quarter of 2017  
 
Where has this year gone?  We are entering the last 
quarter for this year and what a busy year this has been.  
The summer programs were well attended and our youth 
programs were very successful.  Overall our attendance 
is up, compared to previous years.  New membership is 
also increasing and we enter the last quarter in a strong 
financial position.  All our staff and various boards have worked hard to achieve 
this position and I want to thank you. 
 
Entering this last quarter, we are preparing for next year and need to fill 
positions on our boards.  The nominating committee, led by Jean Weaver, has 
started their task to find people to fill our open positions.  If you want to serve 
on any of the boards or offices please let Jean know.  All members are 
encouraged to serve and are welcome. 
 
Irma, came roaring through Florida and disrupted the lives of everyone.  I am 
so tired of the weather reports and following the hurricane reports this year.  We 
were fortunate with very little damage to the campus.  Several trees were 
damaged, one of the barrel tiles came off the roof, and a few roof leaks occurred 
but nothing extensive.         
 
The schedule for the winter services has been set and I want to thank the 
Worship Team for their deliberations and time.  Several meetings were held and 
a lot of options were discussed to come up with the final schedule.  This was 
not an easy process.  We are eliminating the 8:00 AM service, the Traditional 
Service will start at 9:30 AM, and the EPIC 2.0 Service is moving to 10:45 AM.  
I look forward to the programs scheduled for this upcoming quarter.  Please 
plan to attend. 
 
                                                      Sincerely, 
    Curtis L Quinter  
          President 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

The Good News Letter is published monthly during the winter and bi-monthly during the summer 
by Stuart Congregation Church.  There is no charge for a subscription. 

The church is located at the corner of Aster Lane and Ruhnke Streets, one-half mile north of 
India Street.  Mailing address is 3110 SE Aster Lane, Stuart, FL 34994.  Telephone:  772-287-
5951.  Website: ; www.stuartcongregationalchurch.org. 

Rev. Dr. Timothy Roberts, Pastor 
Jeanne Koeper, “Good News Letter” Layout Artist, Editor and Publisher 
 
Deadline for articles is the 15th of the month preceding each publication. 
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DISCERNMENT AT SCC 

Dear Friends, 

Summer has been a time for discernment. We have discerned four specific 
needs at SCC. First, the Deacon’s Worship Team discerned the need for 
altering our Sunday morning worship schedule. The new times, beginning 
October 1st will be: 
 

• 9:30 AM Traditional worship in the sanctuary 
• 10:45 AM Epic worship in the chapel 

 
 

We are excited about merging together the previous two traditional services, creating more unity 
in our family of faith. And we are eager to help young families connect more easily through an 
earlier time slot for the Epic service. 
 

The second item of discernment has been about the need for care visitors. At any given time we 
have more people who need a short visit and a prayer than I can personally serve. Some folks are 
in the hospital, or a rehab center. Others are chronically home bound. Many are single and have 
no family nearby, and they are so grateful for a personal visit. So if you would like to be part of 
a visitation care team, please contact me. Anyone can do it, and I am willing to train you to help 
make it a meaningful experience. 
 

The third area of discernment has been about vision. It is time for our SCC leadership to work 
more diligently on an articulated statement of our mission, vision, values, and strategies. Growing 
organizations become more organized as they grow, and we are at that important juncture. Please 
pray for the SCC leaders as we move through a visioning process this fall. I will eagerly report 
the progress to our church family. 
 

The fourth bit of discernment has to do with hospitality. Our new members regularly offer “field 
reports” of how cold or cliquish other churches can be. They were always made to feel like 
outsiders. The role of every SCC member is to make every single person you walk past or sit 
nearby to feel like an insider. Hospitality is the role of every member. Every person at SCC should 
treat others like they would treat a visitor in their own homes.   
 

It is a rich gift to be part of such a wonderful family of faith, and to be your pastor! 

In the Grip of Grace! 

Pastor Tim 
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THE LOST SUNDAY 
Hurricane Irma stole a Sunday worship 
experience from us. We had to cancel 
worship, which also impacted giving to 
the ministries of SCC that day. But it 
didn’t have to………….if you had a 
recurring electronic giving plan. 
 

We have another amazing tool to use 
for giving to SCC. It’s called Tithe.ly, 
and it’s as simple as texting your gift 
by using your mobile phone. Just 
download the Tithe.ly app and you can 
give securely and conveniently to 
support the ministries of our church… 
even during a hurricane! 
 

If you haven’t set up a recurring gift 
through Tithe.ly, our partner for 
electronic giving, I’m asking you as your 
pastor to consider doing so. It’s safe, 
secure, and really easy, and it’s a great 
way to stay faithful in your giving, 
letting us know who and what we can 
count on each week – even if you miss 
being at church. I encourage and 
challenge you to join Lisa and me by 
setting up a recurring electronic giving 
plan. A hurricane may take away a 
Sunday of worship, but it will never 
take away my opportunity to give to 
SCC. 

 

Here are several reasons why 
mobile giving is a useful tool: 

1. Reason #1:   You can do it 
anywhere, any time, as a one-time 
gift or as a recurring gift. 

2. Reason #2:   Checks and cash 
are slowly dying. 

3. Reason #3:   People already use 
their mobile phone for various 
financial transactions. 

4. Reason #4:   You can give 
consistently even if you don’t 
attend church consistently. 

5. Reason #5:   Mobile giving is 
extremely convenient. 

6. Reason #6:   You will save the 
SCC accounting team time. 

7. Reason #7:   You will reduce 
fraud & increase security. 

 

Blessings! 

Pastor Tim 
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Being Congregationalists 
“In 17th century New England Independents became 

Congregationalists. This means that though 
individual churches were ‘sufficient,’ meaning 
that they ran their affairs without intrusion 
from the outside, they were also part of a 

network of mutual obligation and ‘watch care.’ 
Local churches regularly consulted each other 
on difficult questions about calling ministers 
or disciplining members – there was no such 

thing as a Congregational handbook that 
everyone could follow.” 

 

Excerpt taken from the  
“Congregational Library & Archives” 
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What Does Our YouTube Channel Tell Us About Millennials & the Church? 
by Lisa Roberts 
 

I am curious by nature. Tim often teases me about my relentless pursuit of information about a 
new object of curiosity (most recently, the cute little marmots that we see near our cabin in NC).  
 

The other day, I became curious about SCC’s YouTube channel and wondered about the viewer demographics, 
their locations, and other analytical details. I was astonished by what I learned! (Here’s a hint: viewers are not 
mostly SCC members who are up North during the summers.)  
 

I launched the YouTube channel on September 17, 2013. Nearly four years later, there are 183 videos available 
to view on the site. Eighty of the videos have been shared with others via a link on the YouTube site.   
Other little nuggets of interesting information for that same time period: 

Here’s where it gets really interesting: 
 

There are 196 countries in the world today. Individuals from 109 countries have viewed SCC’s YouTube channel, 
and only 79% of videos were viewed in the United States. 
 

Most viewed sermon: Does God Hate Me? 425 views 
2nd most viewed sermon: Has God Abandoned Me? 189 views 
3rd most viewed sermon: Has God Betrayed Me? 111 views 
 

I am also interested in forensics and profiling (I watch way too much Law & Order), so I started distilling this 
information to form a profile of our typical viewer. Here’s what I found: Male, 18-34 years old, wondering if God 
hates him, has abandoned him, or betrayed him and searching for answers on his mobile device. But don’t feel 
left out ladies; this is the profile for the typical viewer over the last four years.  The stats indicate that nearly half 
of the viewers in 2017 were women in that same age bracket. This is the Millennial generation. 
 

So, what does that mean for the Church, and specifically for SCC?  It means that roughly thirty-three busy 
Millennials are watching Tim’s sermons each week, desperately seeking answers about why their lives are so 
hard and why they feel so alone. It means that we have a vast mission field of young people who need a 
relationship with Jesus Christ and a virtual church family to support them. Above all, it means that they need us 
to pray for them. 
 

This knowledge is timely in that we were already working on the technology to live-stream the Epic service on 
our YouTube channel and Facebook page. Recorded sermon videos will still be uploaded each week and available 
for on-demand viewing. Those who are already familiar with the YouTube channel will see a few upgrades to the 
sermon videos, including a pop-up link to our website and an invitation to make a donation.  
 

And finally, to be successful, we need more hands on deck! We need volunteers to help in the tech booth during 
the Epic service on Sunday mornings. If you or someone you know is interested, please contact our worship 
leader, Mark Nygard. 
 
 
“As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God's varied grace.” 1 Peter 4:10 
 
 
 

- 6,998 unique visits      - 57,840 minutes spent watching videos 
- 64% males (57% YTD 2017)    - 36% females (43% YTD 2017) 
- 24% of viewers 18-24 year old males   - 23% of viewers 25-34 year old males 
- 22% of total videos viewed by 25-34 year old males - 6.8% of viewers went directly to the YouTube  
- 25% of viewers found videos from search engines     channel with the site address 
- 53% of videos were viewed on a computer or TV  - 47% of videos were viewed on mobile devices
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Sunday 

 

Monday 

 

Tuesday 

 

Wednesday 

 

Thursday 

 

Friday 

 

Saturday 

1 
9:30 AM - Worship 
10:45 AM - EPIC 
10:45 AM - EPIC 
Kid’s Church 
12:30 PM - Next 
Generation Mtg, 
Canned Goods 
Donation 

 

2 
9:00 AM – 
FTLOL/Chapel 
5:30 PM – Deacon’s 
Mtg. 

3 
7:30 AM – Men’s 
Disciple Café 
9:00 AM – 
FTLOL/Chapel 
4:30 PM – 
Homework Angels 
5:30 PM – Stephen 
Ministers Mtg. 

4 
10:00 AM – Women’s 
Bible Study 
6:00 PM – Youth 
Group /Refuge 
6:30 PM – Epic of 
Eden – Isaiah 
8:00 PM – Band 
Practice 

5 
7:00 PM – Choir 
Practice 

6 7 
8:30 AM – Men’s 
Fellowship 

 

8 
9:30 AM - Worship 
10:45 AM - EPIC 
10:45 AM - EPIC 
Kid’s Church 

 

9 
Columbus Day 

 
Church Office 

Closed 

10 
7:30 AM – Men’s 
Disciple Café 
9:00 AM – 
FTLOL/Chapel 
4:30 PM - 
Homework Angels 

11 
10:00 AM – Women’s 
Bible Study 
6:00 PM – Youth 
Group /Refuge 
6:30 PM – Epic of 
Eden – Isaiah 
8:00 PM – Band 
Practice 

12 
11:30 AM – 
Women’s Fellowship 
Luncheon  
4:30 PM - 
Homework Angels 

13 
10:00 AM – 
Outreach Mtg. 

14 

15 
9:30 AM - Worship 
10:45 AM - EPIC 
10:45 AM - EPIC 
Kid’s Church 
 
 
 
 

16 
9:00 AM – 
FTLOL/Chapel 

17 
7:30 AM – Men’s 
Disciple Café 
9:00 AM – Board of 
Trustees Mtg. 
9:00 AM – 
FTLOL/Chapel 
4:30 PM - 
Homework Angels 
5:30 PM – SM Mtg. 

18 
10:00 AM – Women’s 
Bible Study 
6:00 PM – Youth 
Group/Refuge 
6:30 PM – Epic of 
Eden – Isaiah 
8:00 PM – Band 
Practice 

19 
4:30 PM - 
Homework Angels 
7:00 PM – Choir 
Practice 

20 21 
7:30 AM – Youth 
Yard Sale 

22 
9:30 AM - Worship 
10:45 AM - EPIC 
10:45 AM - EPIC 
Kid’s Church 

 

23 
9:00 AM – 
FTLOL/Chapel 

24 
7:30 AM – Men’s 
Disciple Café 
9:00 AM – 
FTLOL/Chapel 
4:30 PM - 
Homework Angels 
7:00 PM – Church 
Council 

25 
10:00 AM – Women’s 
Bible Study 
6:00 PM – Youth 
Group/Refuge 
6:30 PM – Epic of 
Eden – Isaiah 
8:00 PM – Band 
Practice 

26 
4:30 PM - 
Homework Angels 
7:00 PM – Choir 
Practice 

27 
5:00 PM – Sanctuary 
Rental 

28 

29 
9:30 AM - Worship 
10:45 AM - EPIC 
10:45 AM - EPIC 
Kid’s Church 

 

30 
9:00 AM – 
FTLOL/Chapel 
5:00 PM – Trunk-Or-
Treat 

31 
7:30 AM – Men’s 
Disciple Café 
9:00 AM – 
FTLOL/Chapel 
4:30 PM - 
Homework Angels 

 
Happy Halloween  
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You Cannot “Do Church” on Your Own 
Here are the reasons why! 

By Amy Gannett 
 

1.  Church attendance is a visible expression of an invisible reality:  that you are a 
member of Christ’s Body. 
 
In early church writings, you’ll find the Latin phrase extra ecclesiam nulla salus scattered 
throughout.  This phrase, translated “outside of the church there is no salvation,” makes us 
Protestants rather nervous.  We get a bit uneasy when we start tying the church to salvation.  
But what this phrase means is this:  You cannot become a member of Christ without also 
becoming a member of His Body, the church.  This phrase doesn’t mean that salvation only 
comes from a priest, pastor or the pope; but that no in joined to Christ in salvation without 
also being joined to the people of God.   
 
To be a part of the church is precisely to be one member of a much larger people; no on 
believer can be the church on their own (1 Corinthians 12:12-31). The body of Christ is a 
universal, physical reality; Christ looms through Creation by His Spirit that inhabits 
believer across the globe. And if you claim to be a member of that Body then we will find 
you within the Body, doing the things that the Body is doing, going the places the Body is 
going (Ephesians 4:16).  If you claim to participate in Christ, it would very naturally follow 
that you would also be participating in His Body. 
 

2. Church attendance is a physical practice that forms us. 
 
We live in a culture that preaches “You are what you do.”  That’s why when you go hiking 
you take your picture and post it on Instagram; as you build your online identity, you 
document what you are doing, because that is how we define ourselves as a culture.  If a 
girlfriend really likes to run, we say, “She’s a runner”, because what she does embodies 
who she is.  Also consider that the more she runs the more life is shaped by her running 
habits.  Shell buy the clothes, change her schedule and her body will literally change as she 
grows more and more into a “runner”.  Ironically, as Westerners we have bought into this 
idea in all kinds of social media areas, but when it comes to church attendance, we change 
our tune.  “No really, I am a Christian, I just don’t go to church.”  But identity and practice 
are too intrinsically linked for that.  Like our friend who runs, we, too, develop our identity 
and are formed by what we do; what we do in our bodies matters (1 Corinthians 6:15-20). 
As Christians go to church, we embody the identity with the Body of Christ that we claim. 
As we sit in the pews, we are taught to wait patiently for the coming of the King.  As we 
kneel for confession, we remind ourselves that our God is greater than we are. As we listen 
to the sermon, we are reminded that we are not in this journey of faith alone.  For Christians, 
church attendance is a physical practice that forms us into the identity that we claim. 
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3. Church attendance is Christian obedience.  
 
In the West, we have adopted a church culture that is heavily based on preference.  If I 
don’t like the worship style at the church, I’ll attend another; if our congregation doesn’t 
agree on worship style, we’ll offer two different styles of worship services.  And while this 
is not entirely bad, it certainly isn’t a foundation we want to build our theology or our 
churches on.  Because, like it or not, I have yet to find a church that meets my preference 
on staying in bed on Sunday mornings in my PJs.  Preference can (and will) only carry us 
so far. 
 
Participation in the Body of Christ is not optional for believers, but is a matter of obedience.  
The Word of God makes it imperative that we don’t neglect the gathering of believers 
(Hebrews 10:24-25), and reminds us that faith festers in community, in the gathering 
together of believers (Colossians 3:16). 
 
While these verses serve as an encouragement to believers, I recognize that they do not 
adopt the tone of command or a call to obedience.  But Christ does adopt an authoritative 
tone when He calls believers to the sacraments.  Regarding the Lord’s Supper, He 
commands that when believers meet together (the Text assumes that they do) they receive 
the elements of communion.  Jesus goes so far to say that those who do not participate in 
Supper, those who do not receive His body and blood through communion, have no life in 
them (John 6:53-58).  Likewise, the Word of God commands believers to be baptized and 
to baptize (Matthew 28:19, Galatians 3:27, Acts 2:41, Acts 22:16).  The grace that is 
extended in the Super and baptism cannot be received in isolation.  You cannot give 
yourself communion or baptize yourself; they are primarily and fundamentally acts of 
community.  Commanded to participate in these means of grace, believers must participate 
in the local church as a matter of obedience. 
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Mark Nygard 
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Stuart Congregational Church 
As one of the 350 members of the National Association of 
Christian Congregational Churches (NACCC), we receive periodic 
communications on numerous topics.  A recent article spoke of the 
dramatic increase in violent church events and the fact that these 
events are in all areas across the country.  Our campus is not in a dangerous area, but after several 
discussions, Pastor Roberts and our Church Council feel strongly that we must have a plan in 
place in case we experience such an event. 
 
Contact has been made with the Stuart Police Department.  They have a program to assist us in 
developing a plan that can be implemented at a moment’s notice.  It includes experienced 
individuals registered to carry weapons.  Some members of our congregation are already 
registered to do so.  
 
We ask that all who are interested in participating in this confidential program to please contact 
the Church Office at 772-287-5951 or call Carl Hoffman at 772-781-8167 or via email at 
hoffman08502@yahoo.com. 
 
 
 

  
 

During the past year the number of 
young people participating in 
activities at our church has increased 
dramatically. These people have 
developed numerous successful fund 
raising efforts.  Again this year, 
their Annual Yard Sale will be held on October 21st from 7:30 AM 
to 1:00 PM.  They need donated items that they can sell.  Please 
bring your unwanted items to the church.  If you are unable to 
deliver your items, contact Mark Nygard at 772-287-5951.  
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Ray Laird 

The Dojo is a place of learning and training. You may 
have seen me in my Karate uniform wondering what it 
is we are teaching at EPIC Kids. We have been learning 
the art of leadership and the first person any of us must 
lead is our self. With lessons on “Respecting Others”, 
“Truthfulness”, “Endurance”, “Obedience”, and “Good 
Habits”, just to name a few, the kids are learning that 
God has a plan for them and it is a plan for good and 
not for disaster, to give them a future and a hope. That 
just happens to be a part of the memory verse for this 
month, Jeremiah 29:11. While we have a whole lot of 
fun at EPIC Kids we also are training up the next 
generation to be followers of Jesus who lead with 
faithfulness, trust and a mind and heart for others. 

Hi-Yah, 
P.Ray 
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October 1st              Maureen Grubb and Susie Luce  
October 2nd      Betts Freer, Kevin Lonergan & Joan Shevlin 
October 3rd       Rick Grabowski 
October 4th        Mary Jo Heck 
October 7th       Bernie Braskamp 
October 9th       Xavier Roberts 
October 10th             Ann Peck 
October 12th                  Jim Lehberger and Don Rich 
October 13th  Margo Brinsley and Loretta Schiller 
October 14th            Kelly Hollinger 
October 19th           Richard Jacobus 
October 20th      Dylan Shaver 
October 21st       Laura Kastenschmidt 
October 26th                    Dante Holmes 
October 27th      Sue Dell 
October 31st          Deborah Noel 
 

  

 

What is a Columbarium? 
A Columbarium is a place where remains of people who are cremated have their ashes inurned.  
The Stuart Congregational Church has a Columbarium and the Columbarium Committee will 
gladly answer questions and show you the Columbarium lo cation.  Please call any one of the 
committee members at the numbers listed below. 
 
Susan Powell:  772-286-2222 
Connie and Dave Collin:  772- 225-2389 
Carl Hoffman:  772-781-8167 
 

Dawn & Carlos Moreno       October 1st 
Beverly & Ray Laird        October 3rd 
Jenett & Bill Potter              October 9th  
Peggy and Tom Weissenborn     October 18th  
Jean & Ross Weaver       October 21st  
Barbara & Ken MacMannis      October 28th 
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On October 12th at 11:30 AM all are 
welcome to join the Women’s Fellowship 
for a trip to House of Refuge on 
Hutchinson Island.  The fee is $7.00, 
payable in advance.  Lunch will follow at 
Josephine’s in Sewall’s Point.  The 

hostesses for this event are Susan Moore and Karen Gianfortone.  Please 
use the sign-up sheets located in the Fellowship Hall. 
 
Officers:   Karen Gianfortone, President  Nyla Christensen, Vice President 
  Susan Moore, Secretary    Marilyn Bleam, Treasurer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

 
 
 

Join the Men’s Fellowship 

on Saturday, October 7th 

at 8:30 AM in the 

Fellowship Hall. 
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